


> pfa 


| ч 
FD-263 (Rev, $-1-59) | 
ғ - e у | 4 | | 


= ж 
- “ж 


“FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE em OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
MILWAUKEE | MILWAUKEE 


TITLE OF CASE 












INVESTIGATIVE PERIOO 


11/27-30/61 





ATE | 
12/5/61 

REPORT MADE BY | 
WILLIAM 2. HIGGINS, JR. 

CHARACTER OF' CASE | 









(Marines, JoejMarini IGA 


/ М, 35. | Е р I 
LEADS 


NXU 


MILWAUKEE DIVISION 


Ў 


AT MILWAUKEE, WIS. 


. Will contact informants and logical sources close to the FRANK 13" 
PETER BALISTRIERI mob in Milwaukee to develop the association М4”. 
with an extent of participation had by Subject WILLIAM WEISER" . 


COVELLI with this mob. It being noted COVELLI is alleged holder 
of 10% interest or "piece" of the craps game run by JOHN CHARLES | 


RIZZO for the BALISTRIERIs at the 56th St. Cigar Store, 2207 56th 
St., Kenosha, Wis. | 


1 
2. Will at the State of Wis. District Income Tax Office, Milwaukee, 
review COVELLI's returns for the years 1958, 1959 and 1960 for 


| N background and sources of income, 


AT KENOSHA & RACINE, WIS. 
"mu Will through informants and logical sources develop the current 
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activities and associates of Subject COVELLI; the extent of 
his gambling connections had with JOHN CHARLES RIZZO at 

Kenosha, with view to determine whether COVELLI Als engaged 
in interstate transportation of gambling or wagering infor- | 
> or paraphernalia in violation of the laws ‘of the United 


ADMINISTRATIVE | 
The information referred to in details of this report relating to 
another investigation conducted, pertained to case titled "JOHN | 
CHARLES RIZZO, aka, AR", MIfdle 92-164, Bufile 92-5012. | 


A review of the indices of the Milwaukee Office on 11/29/61, re- 
vealed the following information relating to Subject COVELLI: 


' A semi-annual report under the General Investigative Intelligence 


File of the Milwaukee Office for the period of 11/15/A45-4/15/45, 
under the heading "Individual Racketeers and Mobsters" for the 
Kenosha area listed among others, the name WILLIAM "RED" COVELLI, 
operator of Club 42 on Highway 42, Kenosha, Wis., who was born 
9/22/1897 at Cozensa, Italy and was naturalized an American 
citizen. "RED" COVELLI was murdered at the age of 48 years of 
age on 6/11/45 by persons unknown as he was parked in front of 
Club 42. A newspaper article as of that date reflecting investi- 
gation by the Sheriff's Office, Adentified "RED" COVELLI as the 
father of WILLIAM COVELLI and FRED COVELLI and his wife's nam 

‘as ADELINE COVELLI. | 


The semi-annual report of the General Investigative Intelligence |. 

Pile of the Milwaukee Office for the period of 7/15/50-1/15/51, ыс 
evealed that ajpgonfidential informant advised that CHARLES | 

OSENTINO, JEFTJCOVELLI and BILL COVELLI were arrested in а raid 

of à book along'with one апа all were also operating, 

&llegedly, a still 1n the Kéno area. Тһе still, according to ` 

informant, had not been operating since the middle of 11/50, due 

to possible Grand Jury investigation being made. JEFF and BILL 

COVELLI were identified as the sons of "RED" COVELLI who was 


t 


murdered about four years ago. 


An investigation made in 9/55 relating to alleged Mafia activities 
at Kenosha, Wis. revealed that FRED COVELLI, aka Jeff, PD Kenosha, 


Wis. #34385, has been convicted of armed robbery and at that time 


operates with his brother, WILLIAM COVELLI, a cigarette vending 
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machine business in Kenosha. In additifot, CHARLES COSENTINO, 
FBI #1029634, together with WILLIAM and BRED COVELGI were 
suspected аѕ| operating in a team and committing safe burglaries 
| récently іп the Kenosha area and to that end, confidential in- 

formant furnished information involving these three | 
. men. allegedly in a $10,000 burglary in 5/5 at. Kenosha, but. the 
‚Рр Kenosha was unable to prove same. | | А | 


3 prepared 10/2/56, revealed advisec WILLIAM COVELLX and 
his brother ЈЕРР, still operate Cookie's cigar Store ас 2011 - 
56th St., Kenosha, Wis., where pool and craps дате operate on a 

^1 gmall scale, mainly during weekends. АЁ, 


\ | Іп case entitled "FRANK PETER BALISTRIERI, AR" MIfilé 94-316, . 
; the Office by letter to Milwaukee dated 4/29/60 advised 


eon 4/25/60, advised SA 0, ARTHUR GRAN regarding poker 
mes held at the Shalimar Restaurant, North Chicago, 111. on 


p 


\ isgdoy nights nothing additional. had been learned. Informant 
" al 







à 
ilso Sndicated he was acquainted with, FRED COVELLI of 1713 27th 
( st., Kenosha as the latter was then tending bar at Skinny's 
u Tavern, Zion, Ill. and FRED із the brother of WILLIE: COVELLI, 

, who formerly operated Kenosha gambling. n 


on 1/27/62,[ | 
'  enly "outside™ gambling establishment operated іп the city of 
Kenosha was that operated as the "56th St. cigar store at 2207 


Kenosha hoodlums of Italian-American. descent loiter there and 
play cards daily between themselves as a neighborhood hangout, 
but on two days of the week, as of that time being on. Fridays 
and Sundiys, JOHN RIZZO of Racine, Wis., BUSTER BALISTRERE and 


56th St., <enosha which is nothing more than а room rented from | 
who owns the building at that location. A number of 





b7D 


4) Іп connection with a E — ҮП Intelligence Suryay + -* pyp ` 


advised SA. WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, JR. that the pe 


DIG 
БУВ 


some others out of Milwaukee, Wis. such ав STEVE рі SALVO, operate | 


| a ‘craps’ game" that attracts a number of businessmen from the 
| Kenosha area with а $500 pot limit, RIZZO is the, "banker" for 
the EBLLISTRIERI mob as far as this game із concerned and he and 


the others get a "eut" from their winnings with FRANK BALISTRIERI. 


| | paid first. The only "1оса1" Kenosha gambler given any percentage 


is EILL "WEISER" COVELLI who is given 10% as he originally had 
this location for many years with his brother GODFREY "JEEP" 


{в now in a mental institution following his being shot in Lake 
Col, Ill. a year or more ago and COSENTINO is on the payroll of 
the BALISTRIERIs. | 
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In а report ру SA JAMES E. MC ARDLE, Milwaukee, 3/3/61, entitled, 
"PRANK PETER BALISTRIEKI, AR", MIfile 94-316, information was con- 
tained th t Keno М. 4.9931, according to confidential 
Anformant Kenosha, Wis. 
on 2/7/61, was a coin box installation at the "56th St. Cigar . 
Store" 2207 56th St., Kenosha, which was removed by the Wis. 
Telephone Co. on 1/15/61. There was also a Second installation 
at that address of.a business telephone OL 2-9357, which was also 
disconnected and removed from that location on 1/26/61 and since 
2. date there.has been no service whatever to that 
location. | | Š 


Тһе foregoing info as аа to ЗА WILLIAM : 
J. HIGGINS, Jr., and added that "the 56th St. Cigar Store" 

at 2207 56th St., Kenosha is a well known old and long-time hang- | 
out of. the so called "west side" Kenosha Italian born and descent 
hoodlums, most of whom have Prohibition Act violations and gambling 
arrests as their past history. WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI usually 

is identified as operating this location under a cover of various 
aliases of JOE MARINES, JOE Н. MARINO, JOE MARINI. 


оп 3/6/61, ^ ladviseð SA JOHN Н. GASSAWAY that 
Jewish gambler in Kenosha, following а holdup of Rite 
Spot gambling craps game in Kenosha about 27/6 , contacted JOHN 


CHARLES RIZZO and BILL COVELLI who has an interest in RIZZO!$ b6 
game and accused them of arr e holdup. Informant added bic 
RIZZO closed his game to show that his crowd had nothing b7D 
to do with the holdup and to also appease the Kenosha PD. There- 
after, according to informant, RIZZO, BILL COVELLI,"COVELLI'S 
‘prother met at Gallagher's Restaurant іп Milwaukee about Thursday, 
3/2/61, with BUSTER BALESTRERE, STEVE DI SALVO and FRANK and PETER 
BALISTRIERI regarding the RIZZO's craps game and its operating | 


in the light of the holdup at the Rite Spot Tavern in Kenosha. 
The identities | funo Were arrested for a 
holdup of the Koprchunoff's Tavern in waukee as pulling the 


holdup at the Rite Spot in Kenosha was discussed together with 

the identities of their other accomplices who were known to the | 

BALISTRIERIs and were being sought by the BALISTRIERIS for handling 

| possibly to be beaten up and made to return the money taken at the | 
Rite Spot Tavern holdup. | E a | 

On 3/31/61 


5 former PCI, of the M ce, 


t she is considered 
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Race | | 
бел  . 5» 5 4 = b6 
Age | | b7C 
Marital status mE Б7р 
И | | b6 
She . ed She b7C 
| She stated she ! PID . 
RE ды 5 aware of his gambling activities at Kenosha, Wi: | 
| | б Stated She 482 





| | b7D 
On 9/24/61, [____hevisec SA JOHN Н. GASSAWAY that there are 
three cliques in Milwaukee of Italian hoodlum element and at that 
time the three cliques seem to be on the "outs" with each other, 
possibly over dissatisfaction with the leadership of FRANK _ 
BALISTRIERI. | | | 


Informant stated one clique consists of MIKE ALBANO, JOE GAGLIANO, 
AUGIE MANIACI, Blackie BROCCA of Milwaukee and HARRY D'ANGELO of 
West Bend, Wis. | 


Тһе second clique is headed by FRANK LAW GALBO, put others were 
not known by the informant. | | 


The third clique is composed of FRANK BALISTRIERI, BUSTER BALESTRERE, 
STEVE DI SALVO, JOHNNY RIZZO and BILL COVELLI. 


| Оп 126/60. TERT ге) advised SA WILLIAM 2. HIGGINS, Jr., that the 
FRANK BALISTRIZHI mob of Milwaukee, Wis. have definitely taken over 
Kenosha, Wis. insofar.as "craps" games are concerned and have 
squeezed out most of the former "local" craps operators entirely. 
Тһе BALISTHIERI operation: started about one and one-half years ago | 
when a front man, JOHN.CHARLES RIZZO, Subject of MIfile 92-164, ee 
entitled "JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, AR" of Racine, Wis. bought out Е 


Б7р 
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Informant stated RIZZO eased or bought out the COVELLIS, 


WILLIE and FRED; and finally forced LOUIS GRECO, Greco! 3 


Restaurant, to dispose all but 102. The other 90% 15 now | 
entirely held by the. BALISTRIERIS "with RIZZO acting — 
in that mob!a interests. | 


According to informant, these craps games at the old Greco 
hangout at the 56th st. Cigar Store, Kenosha are big and | 
frequently have pots of $5,000 and over, nearly every friday 
night and Шалы run through on to "NS 
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= UNITED STATES: DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 

Report of: WILLIAM J, HIGGINS, JR. Office: MILWAUKEE 

Date: 12/5/61 | | | 
Field ‘Office File Nos MY 162-49 Bureau File No. | 
Title: | 


WILLIAM COVELLI 


Character: INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 


Synopsis: WILLIAM COVELLI, 7827 36th St., Kenosha, Wis., dob 10/5/19, | 
Kenosba, claims employment as partner in the Alpha Realty 
Co., 2120 63rd St., Kenosha, with one SAM | irth ,. 
re 5 oS О enosha reflect only BIC 
| GUGLIELMO COVELLI and CATERINA 
7” COSCENTINO, both born Italy. Marriage records reflect 
WILLIAM COVELLI, born 10/5/19 at Kenosha married to ELEANOR 
VIRGINIA VENCI, born 6/19/25 at Kenosha on 8/9/86 at Kenosha. 
Results of credit and criminal checks set forth. Chief of 
Police STANLEY HAUKEDAHL, PD, Kenosha, on 5/10/61, advised 
if he«had contacted Subject WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI and one 
Np е 220 regarding their gambling activities at 2207 56th 
) OU. 


of the building 
at that address, in effort to have cancel their er 
rental lease at that address whic efused to do | 
after COVELLI and RIZZO denied thelr game was anything more 

than ‘locally owned and operated and denied further that the 
PALISTRIERI mob of Milwaukee, Wis. bad a'píece" of it. 0 
Investigation continuing. 









This document ‘contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Tt fs the property of the FBI and із loaned to your agency; it and 
Е ita contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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DETAILS: The basis for this investigation 1s to — ий the | 
| involvement of WILLIAM (WEISER) COVELLI of Кеповһа, Wisconsin, | 
| as a gambler and associate of the BALISTRIERI mob of Milwaukee, 
mE Wisconsin, who are engaged in gambling and operating of а nx 
craps gone and horse book at the 56th Street Cigar Store, 
22207 56th Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin, and in which COVELLI 
is alleged to have a financial interest. The objective. 
is ‘to establish through active investigation COVELLI's 
involvement, if any, in Interstate Transportation of | 
Wagering Information in violation of the laws of the United 
iei in connection with such gambling activities at Kenosha, 
sconsin. 








| At Kenosha, Wisconsin | | 
‘BACKGROUND n E 
On Novenber 27, 1961, a review was conducted of the Wisconsin 
Telephone Company Directory for the City of Kenosha, dated. "E 
June, 1961, in which was contained the following individuals 
being listed as subscribers: | | 
| Mrs. ADELINE COVELLI, 1713 27th Street, OL. 4-2323 | 
WILLIAM COVELLI, 7827 36th Avenue, OL. 2-1390 | | 
БАМ FORGIANNI, 6800 23rd Avenue, OL. 2-9291 | 


Forgianni Realty Сошрапу, 2120 63rd Street, OL. Н-5520 


WU. м4 а ве + - - 


No listing was had for the Alpha Realty Company, allegedly 
of 2120 63rd Street, Kenosha. 


A review of the City of Kenosha, А1рһаре ва? апа Street 


Guide Directories for 1961, reflected the following entries 
contained therein: | | b6 


^ WILLIAM COVELLI, Alpha rrt wife ELEANOR, 1827 36th Avenue 


Alpha Realty, 2120 63га Street, SAN FORGIANNI and WILLIAM 
COVELLI 
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Мо listing was had for а Porgianni Realty Company іп Kenosha 
in this directory. | 


A search of the records of the Register of Deeds Office, Kenosha | 
County, Court House Building, Kenosha, on November 30, 1961, / 


revealed a listing in Volume 1 age 1748 of a male child b6 
Second born and living, named b7C 
to parents, GUGLIELMO COVELLI of 974 Garden Street, 


enosha, described as white, age 22, born in Italy and employed 
as a laborer, and to CATERINA COSCENTINO, mother, ОҒ 974 | 
Garden Street, Kenosha, described as white, age 23,'born in 
Italy and employed as a housewlfe, with one LUISA GIORDANO, 
midwife attending, a resident of 1001 Grand Avenue, Kenosha, 


Wisconsin. е ed birt a male child 
by the name 





A review of the marriage records of Kenosha County in possession 
of the Register of Deeds Office, on November 30, 1961, revealed 
in Volume 24, Page 1141 marriage on August 9, 1946 at the Holy 
Rosay Church by Reverend Р. А, BROSSLER, Kenosha, of WILLIAM 
COVELLI, 1020 62nd Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin, described as 
born October 5, 1919, at Kenosha, age 26, white male, no previous 
marriage, and child of WILLIAM COVELLI, father, and ADELINE 
COSENTINO, mother. Тһе bride identified in this marriage was 
ELEANOR VIRGINIA VENCI of 2011 56th Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
described as born June 19, 1925, at Kenosha, age 21, single | 
with no previous marriage record, and parents as being ANTHONY 
| ELINE Witnesses to the marriage were 
no addresses or relation- 
ship indicated. | b6 


BG 
CREDIT | 


НИН Credit Bureau of Kenosha, 
Кеповһа, on November 50, advised that the files of that 


4 4 
office revealed that WILLIAM and ELEANOR COVELLI, by report 
dated October 10,1956, resided at 1713 27th Street, Kenosha, 
and at that time Mr. COVELLI was 36 years of age and employed 
at the J & W Vending Company, as owner, for five years with 
4ncome of approximately $10,000 a year and with a net worth 
| established at approximately $50,000. ELEANOR COVELLI, as of 
October, 1956, was employed as an office clerk, handlin 
tabulating machine at Simmons Company for four months. [.—] 
married and ha 
wis residing with his 
within a month, 





one dependent and as of October 
` parents but expected to move 
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as he was buying that residence and was dealing with the 
Kenosha First National Bank in that regard. 


stated that COVELLI has been in file since 
| with no adverse information contained therein. File ae 
cards reflect the information that Mr. COVELLI was born id 
October 5, 1919, at Kenosha, Wisconsin, and as of June 18, 
1958, was self-employed in a chemical business, earning 
$150.00 a week. Wife's maiden name was indicated as being 
ELEANOR VENCI, who, as of October, 1944, was employed at — 
Nash and then resided at 2011 56th Street, Kenosha. Old | 
information on these cards for Mr. COVELLI showed addresses 
of 1020 62nd Street; Route 4, Box 133, with no dates given 
for either. Employments for the past were identified as 
January 15, 1949, Wonder Pop Corn; October 1, 1948, Quaker 
Stretcher Company; June 9, 1954, Vending Machines, self-employed. 
Mrs. COVELLI, in 1958, indicated being at Montgomery Ward | 
Company Store for four years. Mortgage data relating to the 
property believed at 7827 36th Avenue, Kenosha, described 
as Elmwood Manor, Lot Number 3, Kenosha, identified a first 
mortgage in the amount of $9,000, dated November 7, 1956, 
in favor of the Mutual Trust Life Insurance Company and a 
4. г 8, 1956, for $2,000, 1n favor 


stated that a search of the records of the mae 
Credit Bureau of Kenosha falled to reflect any information : 
whatever relating to the Alpha Realty Company at 2120 63га 
Street, Kenosha. : | 


advised that file information relating to SAM °° 
Kenosha, SEE 
Wisconsin, revealed record had since 1937, | 


listing SAM FORGIANNI as being born April 22, 1915, married 
and with two children as of June, 1957, at which time Mr. 
FORGIANNI was employed by the U.S, Navy Civil Service Division 
at Great Lakes, in Illinois for six years, as an inspector 

at $350.00 a month. FORGIANNI was also noted as having 

owned his home and residing at 6800 23rd Avenue, Kenosha 

for 15 years as of June, 1957. Хо derogatory information 
whatever was contained in file either as to character or 
credit standing. Information in the indices рее to 
FORGIANNI revealed that he had prior residences of 6638 18th 
Avenue, Kenosha, as of June, 1938; and as of October, 1943, 
was at 6802 23га Avenue, Kenosha. Previous employment was 
listed as October 28, 1943 at Lakeshore Machine Shop as a 
drill press operator for 12 months; December 1, 1945 at 
Frost Company, Kenosha, as a-tool maker since June 1, 1945; 
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› 1946 at Conley Beer Depot as а partner| | u COME 
since January, 1946; and as of October 10, 1949 at b7c 
the Midwest Venetian Blind Company, 251 Oth Street 3 

Kenosha as a partner since April, оша о Беген. -- 

| stated that WILLIAM COVELLI's mother is b6 
ADELINE COSENTINO COVELLI. She is a sister of SAM FORGIANNI's bic 
mother and they are both also sisters of Mrs. JOHN CONLEY, 
whose maiden name was JULIA COSENTINO and Mrs. CONLEY ¢urrently 
resides at 5500 22nd Avenue, Kenosha, which address is located 


one block from the 56th Street Cigar Store, located at 2907 
56th Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin. 


CRIMINAL 
<= b6 


Records and Identification PIS 
Center, Sheriff's Office, Kenosha County, Court House Bullding, 
on November 30, 1961, advised a search of the indices and 
records of that office failed to reflect any information _ 
whatever relating to a WILLIAM COVELLI, born October 5, 1919, 
at Kenosha, Wisconsin, | m | 


Records of the Milwaukee Office, when searched on November 
29, 1961, revealed a fingerprint history, furnished by the 
Identification Division of the FBI, dated November 7, 1941, 
relating to a WILLIAM COVELLI under FBI Number 459040, which 
"contained the following data: | 


| Police Department of Kenosha, Wisconsin, Number 
1367 for WILLIAM COVELLI, dated August 31, 1932, 
, on charge of murder; disposition, turned over to 

Sheriff's Office, Portage, Wisconsin. | 


Police Department of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Number 
23390 for WILLIAM COVELLI, dated September 1, 1932, 

on charge of fugitive - murder; disposition, turned 
over to Sheriff, Portage, Wisconsin, September 1, 1932. 


United States Marshall, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Number 
1497 for WILLIAM COVELLI, dated October 31, 1941, 

on charge of violation of Internal Revenue laws; 
disposition, released on bond. 


Records Identification Office, b6 
Police Department, Kenosha, Wisconsin, on November 30, 1961, 57 


edy1283.8 PERT So ТАШ оыс Еа ofa tung eran tment 
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_October 5, 1919, at Kenosha, Wisconsin. bs 
stated that Police Department record b7C 
number 7 was destroyed and while no facts were present 

to substantiate it, it appeared that FBI Number 459040, in | 
the name of WILLIAM COVELLI under Police Department Number 1367, 
pertaining to a charge of murder, on or about August 51, 1932, 
applied to one RED COVELLI, who was the father of WILLIAM 

COVELLI, and FRED COVELLI, and RED was murdered on June 

21, 1945, in gangland style just outside the city of Kenosha 

on Highway 42. 


арсена |. Indices Section, ът 
olice Department of Kenosha, on November 30, 1961, advised | 


a search of the records of that office revealed that WILLIAM 

COVELLI, age 33, Ап 1952, with date of birth as being October 

5, 1919, at Kenosha, possessed the following arrest history: 
April 25, 1947, parked in alley, forfeit $2 bond 


pn" 23, 1948, parked in рыч area, forfeit 
2 bond 


September 12, 1919, operating « car with expired license, 
 forfeit $10 bond 


December 23, 1949, accident 

May 20, 1953, accident 

January 30, 1955, accident 

October 29, 1955, accident 

April 4, 1957, speeding, forfeit $15 bond 

December 3, 1957, made complaint of stolencar 

December 3, 1957, left keys in car, forfeit $5 bond 

May 4, 1959, left keys ‘in саг, forfeit $5 bond 
NENNEN that the indices relating to WILLIAM COVELLT 
revealed that he resided at 7827 36th Avenue; 2207 56th к 
Street; Route 4, Box 133; and 1020 62nd Street, all салы b7C 
Wisconsin, no dates Andicated for the residences, 


C 
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n— má that a search of the indices relating RUNE 
О ANOR VENCI COVELLI, wife of WILLIAM COVELLI, was 
conducted with negative results for any idformationin file. 
MISCELLANEOUS 


The following investigation was conducted by SA WILLIAM J. 
HIGGINS, JR. in connection with another matter at Kenosha, 
Wisconsin. 


OLympic 4-5036 | 
А review of the City of Kenosha ‘Telephone Directory for August, 


1960, revealed that OLympic 4-5036 was listed to JOHN CONLEY, 
3500 22nd Avenue, Kenosha, Wisconsin, on March 7, 1961. 


bo 
| —À ——— — Department of Kenosha, BIC 
on Marc 19 advise at a search of the records of 
that departent pevealed the following data relating to 
JOHN CONLEY, 5314 25th Avenue, Kenosha, and formerly of 


Route 4, Box 174, Kenosha, described as of September 17, 1950, 


ав: | | 
| Race | White 
Sex | Male | 
Age || 55 | 
Employed Operator of Eddie Beer Depot 


Septeniber 17, 1950, motor vehicle accident 


September 1, 1956, reported complaint of 
malicious destruction of his car 


Credit Bureau of Kenosha, on May b6 
advise e pecords of that concern reflect that bic. 
a SOHN and JULIA CONLEY, 5314 25th Avenue, Kenosha, have 
been known since prior to October, 1940, with Mr. CONLEY's 
birth date listed as February 16, 1896. JOHN CONLEY formerly 
was a partner at the Ruffalo Decorating Company for two years 
and possessed the following previous residence addresses: 


Route 4, Box 378F, in October, 1940 
Route 4, Вох 641, in August, 1942 





@гееп Pastures Riding Stable, Wooà Road, date unknown 
Route 4, Box 188, in August, 1952 
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2308 52nd Street, Kenosha, date unknown 


NEEEEMENM 20064 that as of December 10, 1956, Mr. 

CONLEY listed a wife and one dependent child, and as of bx i 
October 8, 1956, listed only his wife, JULIA, as dependent, “BIC 
with employment then noted as a painter. Тһе CONLEYs 
were not general seekers of credit and, accor 
information was had as to their backgrounds. 
stated that in a report made April 20, 1960, to the Credit 
Bureau of Milwaukee, Mrs. JOHN CONLEY was referred to as а 
widow and residing at 5500 22nd Avenue, Kenosha, being then 
over 60 years of age. Nothing derogatory was known regarding 
either JOHN or JULIA CONLEY. JOHN CONLEY, 5500 22nd Avenue, 
Kenosha, died of a heart attack on March 6, 1959, at age of 
63 at Kenosha, Wisconsin. His parents were identified as 
ANTONIO and MAGGIE CONTI. | 


further stated that JULIA CONLEY is a sister с 
to the mother of WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI, 7827 36th Avenue, 572 
Kenosha. "WEISER" COVELLI i well known gambler in the 
Kenosha area. JULIA CONLEY 
who, according the records of the credit bureau, had married 
Wisconsin. 








It is to be noted in regards to the address of Mrs. JULIA 
CONLEY at 5500 22nd Avenue, Kenosha, that this is but one 
block from the 56th Street Cigar Store location at 2207 


56th Street, Kenosha, and therefore possibly is being used 
‘by WILLIAM “WEISER" COVELLI in making various telephone calls. 


A review of the Milwaukee files also reveal that in connection 
with another investigation conducted by SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, 
JR, at Kenosha, the following pertinent information was 


“reflected: 

Chief STANLEY HAUKEDAHL, Police Department, City of Kenosha, b6 
on May 10, 1961, a HIGGINS, JR. that b7C 
he had contacted the Gerolmo Tavern, 


and GEROLMO Retail Liquor Store, as well as the building in | 
"which the "56th Street Cigar Store" at 2207 56th Street, 
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Kenosha, is located, on May 4, 1961, and requested| .— — — | c 
to consir cancelling his lease with WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI 

and JOHN ZO for rental of that store space at $75.00 per 
month, informed HAUKBDAHL that before making any 
decision, he preferred to wait until he had the opportunity 

to first hear COVELLI's and RIZZO's side of the story as to 


the gambling setup run by them at this location. 


Chief HAUKEDAHL said. ly contacted WILLIAM COVELLI 5% 
and JOHN RIZZO in presence on May 5, 1961, b7C 
at which time both COVELLI and RIZZO denied emphatically 

that thelr gambling game, held at 2207 56th Street, Kenosha, 

was anything more than locally operated and was considered 

a "peanut" operation with RIZZO having but $1,000 avallable 

to back it up. | | | | | 


RIZZO also denied that. anyone else other than WILLIAM COVELLI, 
had any "cut" in the game and said BUSTER BALESTRERE had been 
brought down from Milwaukee, Wisconsin a couple of times, 
solely because he was hard up and they gave him $15 a night 


to help out in the operation. According to Chief HAUKEDAHL, 


RIZZO stated petty gambling has been conducted by him at this 
‘location for nearly 14 years and it was never meant to be 
shared with any outside gamblers and the rumors that FRANK 
BALISTRIERI of Milwaukee, had an interest or "piece" of the 
game were completely untrue. RIZZO also denied knowing the 
identity of the man that held him up at his home on April 

15, 1961, and also denied that he had informed the Racine 
Sheriff's Office investigators that he was running a craps 
game at Kenosha on Friday and:Sunday nights, 


Chief HAUKEDAHL added that WILLIAM COVELLI backed up RIZZO'S 


telling of the story and as а result of their com remarks, 
2 Ваготей Chief HAUKEDAHL that he, could е 
not and would not force them out of their rent agreement with pyc 


him, inasmuch as he was inclined to believe it was entirely 
a local game being operated. | 


Chief HAUKEDAHL said he informed both COVELLI and RIZZO that 
their continued operation in the City of Kenosha was intolerable 
to him and his department and they could expect the logical 
consequences of prosecution should they choose to continue 

their operations 1n the city. 
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DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIODO 


1/30/62 12/7/61 - 1/15/62 


REPORT MADE BY "TYPED BY , 
SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, JR. EL | 
|'CHARACTER. OF CASE 





OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


MILWAUKEE 





REPORTING OFFICE 


MILWAUKEE 
TITLE OF CASE 


WILLIAM “ИСЕТ, , аха іле -, 
ое. 11 velli, “Weiser” 

eSCOVélli, Joe Кат Joe 

c Marines, Јо$ аі = 








INTERSTATE: GAMBING ACTIVITY 


ud m4 
` Report of SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, JR., dated Dec. 5, 1961 — 


at Milwaukee. : 
| | yt = 
e Pu | 


LEADS 





CHICAGO DIVISION: 
At Chicago, Illinois: 


i: iv identify subscribers gt Chicago telephone numbers 
N 3-4966 contacted July 28, 1961; GR 2-6329 contacted 


1528763; and DA 6-6100 contacted 9/11,12/61, all from 1 
Subject's residence telephone, OLympic 2-1390 located fi 
at 7827 - - 36th Avenue, ‘Kenosha, Wisconsin. / 


"— is _ | 
APPROVED SPA CHARGE T DO МОТ WRITE IN SPACES BELOW | 


COPIES MADE: 
саза (nM) 
D- Buz lwa 


T - Chicago athe 
3- ‚ Milwaukee (162-49) 
се ЖАС Crim n} Divisio 
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2. Will ascertain background, reputation of subscribers. 
and attempt to resolve whether connected with огїйпа1 
activities in that area. | 


At Waukegan, Illinois: "E 

Will similarly identify subscriber of telephone DElta 
6-4089, contacted 9/15, 10/31, and 11/10/61 from subject's - 
residence phone at Kenosha, Wisconsin. 


2. Will also identify Subscribers of telephones numbers · 
ON 2-6528 contacted 9/10/61; ON 2-2794 contacted 8/11/61; 
and CH 4-1775 contacted оп 7/21/61 and 8/2/61. | e 


MILWAUKEE DIVISION: 
At Milwaukee, Wisconsin: 


Will as requested of the Chicago Division at Chicago, 
illinois above, similarly identify following subscribers 
contacted from Subject COVELLI's residence on dates 
indicated below: | | mE 


on UU [єн] Жы 
оп 9/6,15/601. С, 


At Racine and Кеюзһа, Wisconsin: 


Will continue to develop the current activities and 
associates of Subject COVELLI and determine whether 9) 
COVELLI is engaged in interstate transportation of | 
gambling or wagering information or paraphernalia 1n 
vidation of the laws of the United States. | 


ti 
i 


ADMINISIBATIVE | 
The information regarding telephone,toll calls obtained from 
on 12/7, 8/61 at Milwaukee, Wisconsin was handled by 


SA (А) ALBERT Q. MACDONALD rude to the residence tele- 
phone of WILLIAM COVELLI, 7827 - 3 th Avenue, Kenosha, Wis. 
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telephone number OLympic 2-1390. EE E = | 


E [ | |а1во advised that Milwaukee, Wisconsin telephone 
number BR 3-783! has "no listing" or was incorrectly 
recorded. Also that Milwaukee telephone number HU l-1777 
is not a present working line. SL" | 





It is to be noted also that Milwaukee telephone number б & us ч 
GR 6-1756 contacted 10/17/61 from Subject's residence _ ` | | 
is listed to JOSEPH PISCIONE, 435 North Story Parkway,. | no oW 
who is Subject of Milwaukee case entitled "JOSEPH | E = 
PISCIONE, ITWI," MIfile 165-11. ССО 


. Further, Racine, Wisconsin telephone number Melrose 

2-8153 contacted on numerous occasions from July 22. 

through October 17, 1961 from Subject's home tele- | 

phone, is listed to JOHN C. RIZZO, 1906 Emmertson Road, "IM 

; Racine, who is subject of Milwaukee case entitled "JOHN a | : 
CHARLES RIZZO, aka, AR" Milwaukee file 92-164, BUFILE | | 


. 92-5012, PUE A 
INFORMANTS | 
Source А | Location 


итә] o ONDI6895 1, 
, | | | : ' | { 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE | 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





1 - USA, Milwaukee 


Сору to: 

Report of: SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, JR. Office: Milwaukee 

Date: January 30, 1902 . | 

Field Office Не Noa 162-4000 | ‘Bureau File No.: 

Title WILLIAM COVELLI 

Character: INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 

Synopsis: Results of telephone ‘toll calls charged to Subject 


COVELLI at 7827 - 36th Avenue, Kenosha, Wis. set 
forth. MI confidential informant advises COVELLI 

has a ten per cent interest in JOHNNY RIZZO's 

gambling games in Kenosha and generally pays out money 
won and is in charge in RIZZO!s absence. Informant 
also alleged COVELLI operates a "book" on horses and 
Sporting events and that' the Kenosha Police Department 
is paid off and this pay-off amounted to $500 a month 
up to a short time ago. Gambling at RIZZO!s is operated 
on Friday nights and Sunday afternoons, and COVELL із 
always there then. 


ER TIT 


DETAILS: 
AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN: 


“This document contains either recommendations: nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and | 


jts contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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On December 8, 1061 Milwaukee, Wisconsin File # MI 162-49 E 
by SA(A) ALBERT:G. ‘MACDONALD веш | Date dictate December 14, 1961 


This document contains neither recommendations hor conclustons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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On December 16, 1962 MI T-2 advised SA JOEN H. GASSAWAY 
that WILLIAM COVELLI, whose nickname is "WEISER," of 


 Kenosha, Wisconsin, has maintained a ten,per cent interest 


RIZZO is. older, not in too good health, that COVELLI: 


in JOHNNY RIZZO's gambling games in Kenosha. Не said tha 
generally pays out the money won and is in charge of the 
operation at RIZZO!s when the latter is not there. In- 
formant advised that COVELLI pays the dealers and that 
after each gambling operation he and RIZZO check the 
proceeds. Informant also advised that COVELLI operates 


"a "book" on horses and sporting events and recalled that 


in about 1949 COVELLI and his brother, JEFF, operated а 
liquor still on a farm located in the county, which was 
between Racine and Kenosha in the eatern part of the. 


county. Informant said that RIZZO's poker game now has 
а $500 pot limit and that the craps. game now has a $100 


pot limit. 


In regard to the "cuts" on the profits of the game, | 
informant explained that the Kenosha Police Department 


Ais paid off first and that up. to a short time ago this 
pay-off amounted to $500.a month. The expense of help 


and operating expenses are then deducted from the money 
taken in. ` | | 


MI T-2 added that LOUIS GRECO has a garantee of fifty. 
dollars аек or five per cent, whichever is the 
larges.: fhe rest of the profit from the games is 
splise й, BILL COVELLI, JOHNNY RIZZO and FRANK 
BALISIR Ie: Informant said that FRANK BALISTHURI 
may get a bàgger percentage'out of the profits than 
the other boys but he does поб believe it is more 












than ten per cent more, 


MI T-2 stated that BILL COVELLI is always there when 
the game is operated at RIZZO!s on Friday nights and 
Sunday afternoons and that BUSTER BALESTRERE has not 
been going to the game lately in Kenosha due to the 
"heat" put on it by Federal authorities and the local 
Sheriff's Office. mn 
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MI T-2 also said that when the game is run, only one of 
three men are ever allowed to sit in the "box" at the 
game, and these are JOHNNY RIZZO, BILL COVELLI, and 
BUSTER BALESTRERE. Informant explained that the "box" 
із a place where one individual sits and supervises the 
craps game and from where he can watch both tables 
going 'and this individual then pays off on winnings 
and sees to it that the ones who lose to the house | 
рау in the, correet amount of money, 


AT RACINE, WISCONSIN: . 


The Racine, Wisconsin telephone directory reviewed. оп 
January 10, 1962 revealed the following telephone 
numbers as being listed therein as follows: 


MElrose 3-9611 - listed to STANLEY WOJSZKO- 
1741 North Franklin Street, Racine | 


MElrose 2-4477 - listed to BAUMBLATT апа 
нае Attorneys, 429 Main Street, 
acine | 


MElrose 2-8753 - listed to JOHN C. RIZZO | 
1906 Emmertson Road, Racine 


MElrosé 2-5109 - listed to the Elks Club, 


; 4 


601 Lake Avenue, Racine, Wisconsin 


MElrose 4-3839 - listed to DOMENICK М. 
POSTORINO; Attorney аб Law, residing аб” 
1120 Hagerer Street, Racine, which 
number is his residence phone and also 
has his law offices at 429 Main Street, 
Racine, Мів., office telephone number 
MElrose 2-4477 : 


MElrose 3-9866 - listed to A. SHEFT, 
2413 Erie Street, Racine - 




















MI 162-49 
CREDIT AND BACKGROUND © 


Credit Bureau of Racine 
on January 1 


1741 North Panklin Street, Racine and was married to 


VICTORIA апа has been employed by the J. I, Case Company 


Racine, Since January 16, 1939 with possibly a short 
term employment at Modine Manufacturing Company at 
Racine as of December 7, 1953. Nothing of a derogatory 
nature relating to character or background was contained 
4n the credit bureau file as to either STANLEY or 
VICTORIA WOJSZKO, | | PO 


—m |... stated that the credit files of that 

concern revealed that A. SHEFT of 2413 Erie Street, | 

Racine, related to ап ABRAHAM SHEFT, age (3 in 1956 
"ho is also known as ABE SEFT, who died May 2, 1958 
leaving wife SARAH as widow. SHEFT owned the High- 
lander Tavern for eight years as of April, 1954 and | 
also operated the SEFT Coal Company for twenty years 
and is reported to have had four sons. Nothing of a 


& 


" derogatory nature was contained in the file relating | 


to SHEFT as to either character or credit. 


Review of the 1961 city of Racine in the 
alphabetical listings revealed tha 
married resided at 







Racine, and was à machinist at the Walker Manufacturing 
Company; in addition there was a DAVID SHEFT residing 
at 2413 Erie Street, Racine апа identifi operator 
of the d Ends Club, Racine; and 

married and residing at 


, Racine, being employed as а timekeeper by the Young 
Radiator Company, Racine. The only other SHEFT con- 
tained in the alphabetical listing was that of 
SARAH SHEFT, widow of ABRAHAM, residing at 2413 
Erie Street, Racine. 


A review of the alpbabetical listings in 


| the 1061 р 
Racine сібу directory under КСЫ 
revealed the following listings: 


* 





3c advis the records of that office | 
revealed that a STANLEY WOJSZKO, age 62 in 1956 resided at 
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+ The Seft, L., Coal Comp cated at 1270 
зе, operated 


NUMEN ee by the L. 
Seft Coal С nv: Central Engineering 

. Company TEN ве United Fuel 
umm ^ o ев at 


acine. 


employed by- | 
ding at 
Racine, Wisconsin. 


further advised that the files of that 
concern also reflected that DOMENICK N. POSTORINO · 
residing at 1120 Hagerer Street and a practicing 
attorney with offices located at 429 Main EET 





P 


Racine, was age 43 in 1956 and was married in 1 


They have three children by this union. POSTORINO 
graduated from Marquette University School of Law 
Ап 1937. and was admitted to the practice of law on 
June 28, 1937 at Racine. Аз of August, 1949, . 
POSTORINO in addition to his Дәм practice also was 
employed as office manager for 1} years for the | 
Racine Washed Sand and Gravel Company. Ав of 
February, 1953, hls income was estimated at approxi- 
mately 110,000. POSTORINO has been known to the 
credit bureau since 1937 and nothing of a derogatory 
nature relating to character or credit has been 
received relating to him by that concern. 
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CRIMINAL 
The Identification Division of the FBI on December 8, 1961 
made available the following гше history relating 
to a WILLIAM COVELLI under ЕВІ: Мо. 459 O40: 
Contributor Name and Arrested or Charge Disposition 
of Prints Number . Received | 
PD, Kenosha, William 8/31/32 Murder TOT Sheriff at 
Wis. Covelli Portage, Wis.. 
No, 1367 
PD, Milwaukee, William 9/1/32 Fugitive TOT Sheriff, 
Wis. Covelli Murder Portage, Wis. 
No.23390 9/1/32 
USM, Milwau- William 10/31/41 vio. Int. On bond 
kee, Wis. Covelli Rev, laws 
No, 1497 
ATU, Chicago, William 11/1/41 vio. Int. 2/24/42 disch. 
Ill. Covelli Rev. laws 
No. 5345-M 
At Kenosha, Wisconsin: | 
| Records Section, Police Department, b6 
City of Kenosha, on December 14,1961 advised the foregoing р/с 


fingerprint history related to WILLIAM "RED" COVELLI, 
father of the Subject, who was murdered.June 11, 1945 on 
Highway 42 in Kenosha County, Wisconsin. 
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CHARACTERIZATION OF INFORMANIS 


MI T-2 45 a Milwaukee hoodlum who is closely associated 

with gamblers and other hoodlums іп the Milwaukee area, 

those particularly in the Italian-American element, and 

he is aware of their current illegal activities. Не has 
furnished reliable information in the past. 


- 10* . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


` Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
In Reply, Please Refer to January 30, 1 962 
File No MI 162-49 





Title WILLIAM COVELLI 


Character INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 


Reference Report of SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, 
JR. dated and captioned as above. 


i 


All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have fumished reliable infomation in the past. 


This document contains neither tecommendations a 

ant cài е of conclusions of the FBI, [t ls the propert 
of (ли дн, and із ‘loanéd to your agency; It and its contents ate nol to be distributed нее d 
your agency, 2 
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AGENCY ccn arm ac. 


REQUEST RECO. 1. 
DATE. FWD. » mc ae 
д HOW FWD. veres al А, 


RÉPORTING OFFICE 
MILWAUKEE MEILWAUKEE 
TITLE ОҒ. CASE 











OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIODO, 


3/30/62 1/9/62 - 3/21/62 
; | REPORT MADE BY: | TYPED BY 


WILLIAM J, HIGGINS, JR. | el | 
CHARACTER OF CASE , | 





) 


INTERSTATE. GAMBLING ACTIVITY 


4 all ы 


REFERENCE 


Report of SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, JR., Milwaukee 1/30/62. 


| 


-p- 
ENCLOSURES 


1 


TO THE BUREAU: There are being enclosed herewith an original 


and one copy of а letterhead memorandum 

reflecting the characterizations of informants 

utilized in this report, | | 
LEADS | | | 


CHICAGO DIVISION: 





At Chicago, Illinois: 


1, Will identify subscribers of Chicago telephone n bei. S 
. SU 7-0260 contacted оп 9/30/61 and FR 2-7872 con ме а 
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on 8/31/61 from residence of subject's aunt, Mrs, JONN 
CONLEY, 5500 22nd Avenue, Kenosha, Wisconsin, which 
address is located one block from COVELLI's gambling 
site at 2207 56th Street, Kenosha. 77 


2. Will conduct necessary credit and criminal checks 

on about subscribers and attempt to determine from logical 
sources if either of these subscribers have hoodlum 

. connections or are, in fact, hoodlums themseives. 


At Waukegan, Illinois: 


1, Will similarly гв for Chicago, Ill., above, identify 
and handle subscriber to telephone CH 4-1775, contacted . 
on 8/19 and 26, 1961 from residence of Mrs. JOHN CONLEY, 
5500 22nd Avenue, Kenosha. de 20. 


MILWAUKEE DIVISION: p 

At Milwaukee, Wisconsin: 

сі. Will ав set forth for, Ch: bove, identify 
Subscribers to telephones 


contacted 9/22/61: ER 3-7834 contacted 8/3,5,6, 13/01, 
it being note in December, 1961 stated this 
number has "no listing" or was incorrectly recorded | 
in connection with check on subject's p sonal telephone 
listings; and, FL 2-6465 (FRANK L. SANSONE) contacted 


9/25 апа 10/3, 1961. Bar МА d a 
At Racine, Wisconsin: | | | 


а, 


Will, as requested at Chicago, Ill., above, identify 
DAVID SHEPT, 2413 Erie St., contacted 9/26/61; and 
STANLEY. WOJSZKO, 1741 Franklin St., contacted on 2n 
numerous occasions in August and September, 1961 from 
residence of Mrs. JOHN, CONLEY, 5500 22nd Avenue, 
Kenosha. бз yg Wa ; 


ж 
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АТ KENOSHA, WISCONSIN: 





Will continue to develop the current activities and 
associates of subject COVELLI in effort to ascertain 
whether he Ав engaged in interstate gambling in viola- 
tion of the laws of the United States. | 


ADMINIS TRATIVE 


The period of this report is extended to include 
investigation conducted at Milwaukee, Wisconsin on 
January 9, 1962, which was not available for assimila- 
tion into referenced report at time of dictation. 


The information regarding the telephone toll calls ‘set 

forth in this report and charged to Kenosha, Wisconsin 

OLympic 4-5036 listed to Mrs. JOHN CONLE | _ 
Avenue, Kenosha, was furnished on 1/9/62 ы 
at Milwaukee, Wis., to SA(A) ALBERT G. MACDONALD, 


It 4s to be noted that Milwaukee telephone number GR 6- 


1756 contacted on numerous occasiors i ust, September 
and October, 1961 is listed to JOSEPRAPISC ONE, 493 N. 
_ Story Parkway, who is subject of Milwaukee eentitled 
~y TOS ÉPH PISCIONE, ITWI, Milwaukee II -11." Further, 
Racine telephone number MElrose 2-8753 contacted on 
numerous occasions from August 17 through October 1, 
1961 from the residence of Mrs. JOHN CONLEY at 5500 
@2na Avenue, Kenosha, is listed to JOHN C. RIZZO, 1906 
Emmertson Road, Racine, who is subject of Milwaukee 
case entitled "JOHN CHARLES RIZZO, AKA, AR," Milwaukee 
file 92-164, BUfile 92-5012. А revie 
e indices was conducted by SA(A) bé 
2 relative to the identity b7C 
Milwaukee, а ch vim 
16 could not be determine if this individual is identi- 
cal with subject of the following file; 


Post Office Department, Madison, wisconsin, b7C 
Loyalty of Government Employee, was the subject of Mil- 
waukee file 121-769. Report of SA MARTIN L. CROAK at 
Milwaukee, Арг11 22, 1950 showed tne applicant was 
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A review of U. 5. my 5 
relatives as a WILLIAM COVELLI. No credit or criminal 


— = — at either Madison or Kenosna, Міз., 





INFORMANTS _ І 
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Report of SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, JR. Office, Milwaukee 
Date: March 30, 1962 . 
Field Office File No. 162-49 | | Bureau File Мол 262-777 
Title: WILLIAM COVELLI 

Character: . INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 

Synopsis: Results of telephone toll calls charged to Mrs. 


JOHN CONLEY, 5500 22па Avenue, Kenosha, Wis. 
set forth, Mrs. CONLEY is a maternal aunt of 
Subject COVELLI, whose residence із located 
one block from.2207 56th Street, Kenosha 
gambling site. МІ T-2 advises COVELLI on 
night of 2/6/62 brought envelope which con- 
tained a large quantity of money to STEVE 

‘DI SALVO in Milwaukee, Wis. 1958 апа 1959 
Wis. Incone Tax data on COVELLI and wife, 
ELEANOR, obtained. Milwaukee informants 
advise gambling site at 2207 56th Street, 
Kenosha, Wis., run by JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 

is regularly attended by COVELLI and. 
gambling is conducted there on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday nights. 


ee 


4 


DETAILS : At Kenosha, Wisconsin: 


Previous investigation conducted in this matter 
developed the background information that a Mrs. 
JOHN CONLEY, nee JULIA COSENTINO, residing at 
5500 2end Avenue, Kenosha 1s, the maternal aunt 
of Subject WILLIAM COVELLI. Mrs. CONLEY's 
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MI 162-49 
residence is located one blóck from the 56th Street Cigar 
Store, located at 2207 56th Street, Kenosha, where JOHN 
QIARLES RIZZO of Racine, Wisconsin conducts gambling, | -,. 
consisting principally of craps and cards, 
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AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN: 


On February 8, 1962 MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY 


that on the night of February 6, 1962 WILLIAM COVELLI, 
of Kenosha, who handles the gambling g epe with. 
JOHN А1220, brought an envelope to STE » Which 


contained a large quantity of money and was evidently 

part of the winnings from the craps and blackjack games 
operated at RIZZO!s in Kenosha, and which BUSTER BALESTRERE, 
STEVE DI SALVO, and FRANK BALISTRIERI are supposed to have 


an interest, | 


On February 19, 1962 MI T-2 advised that the following 

individuals from Milwaukee go to JOHNNY RIZZ2O!s gambling 
game at Kenosha, Wisconsin regularly on Friday nights or 
Saturday afternoons: 


be 


byes 


wits 
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‚ # 


| 3/2/62 
HWC:sbt 


AT.MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 





on February 15, 1962 


сце — investigation was. uw by SA а 


onsi 





The files of the Credit Bureau of Milwaukee 


eithe 





The Milwaukee Street Directory for 1961 verified the above 
address on the two above mentioned individuals. А check of 
the current Milwaukee City Directory reflects no liding 
with the above individuals. | 


Bureau of Identification, 
Milwaukee PD ate no records 
identifiable 


be 








Ры i 


- e | е mE" 
MI 162-49 | 
JAH/kaj 


Tbe following investigation was conducted by SA JOHN A. 


HOLTZMAN at Milwaukee, Wisconsin on February 20, 1962. 


Records Section, Wisconsin State Department 
of Taxation, made available State of Wisconsin income tax 
return forms for the Subject for the years 1958 and 1959 |. 
and advised that, alt iled а 1960 return, it 
could not be located. will advise this Office 
if and when the 1960 return is found. She pointed out 


that COVELLI's retu audited by the Department 
of Taxation and that a state taxation 
auditor is running a nért-Wor nvestigation on COVELLI. 


Тһе following information was obtained ав a result of 


perusal of returns for 1958 and 1959: 


In 1958 COVELLI and his wife, ELEANOR, filed individual | 


returns and he showed tbe following sources of income: 


($15,482.04, gain on sale, J. М. Vending Company (sale 
price, $20,000) 
320.63 net profit, J. W. Vending Company 


$15,000.07 Total 


$823.20, Deduction 
$778.12, Tax paid. 


an 


Deductions included interest payments| = $473.06 
d $102.50. | 


ELEANOR COVELLI!s individual return for 1958 showed income 
of $3,035.91 from the Simmons Company on which she paid 
a tax of $26,806, | 


In 1959 COVELLI and his wife filed a Joint return showing 
their address as 7827 36th Avenue, Kenosha; his occupation 
as janitor and hers as clerk. Income listed in taxes paid 
was as follows: 


$3,207.91, her income Simmons Company. 
$2,000, his income, Janitorial services (not further 
identified) 


$28.12, her tax paid. 
25.62, his tax paid. 
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On March 12, 1962 MI T-2 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that 

JOHNNY RIZZO Ав operating his craps and blackjack games 

an. Kenosha, Wisconsin regularly on Fridays, Saturdays 

and. Sundays, and that these games run well into four and 

five AM on Monday mornings. RIZZO. opens his place between 

six and seven PM on Sunday evenings and later than that 

on Friday evenings., Sme of the Milwaukee gamblers who 

go to Kenosha for RIZZO!s games meet at the "Talk of the 

Town" Tavern, 500 block Wells Street, usually, some time 

between 8:30 PM and 10 PM on Fridays and Saturday evenings 

and any time after seven PM on ether to | | 
Kenosha. А gambler by thename oes on be а 
Sundays and on occasion on a Friday and Saturday, and that ътс 
a gambler ру the name] Casually goes down 

on Friday nights. ma g | | 
AT. KENOSHA, WISCONSIN: 


On March 21, 1962 MI Т-1 advised SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, JR. 

that JOHN CHARLES RIZZO is now operating. his сгарв and _. 

card games at 2207 56th Street, Kenosha, known as the 56th 

Street Cigar Store, regularly on. Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

nights. CHARLES COSENTINO and WILLIAM 'WEISER" COVELLI 

are always. present at these games...Informant advised. . | 

he doubted, however, whether COVELLI.has. any real authority; > 
but COSENTINO would be the one used.by RIZZO to maintain 

order and.probably be the one to admit recognized gamblers 


at the front door entrance to that gambling site. | 
AT RACINE, WISCONSIN: | | 
Оп Mareh 21, 1962 a review was conducted of the Racine, 
Wisconsin telephone directories and city of Racine 
alphabetical street guide directories, which re FEW 






revealed the following telephone numbers as ng 
listed therein as follows: | 75h rl М 


1906 Eumertson Road. - dalle a 


ағаға А Б 


; Sm ce | | Жы 

MElrose 2-8753 - Listed to.JOHN C, ARIZZO, ТИ Chit ^ ds 

| | | Racine | 
ae 


») A mee inti дааа р 
i ) 4. Кы? | | 
! PM inae ay 

MElrose 4-3839 - Listed to DOMENICK N. POSTORINO, 

р | lawyer, 423 Arcade Building, . 
| 439 Main Street, office telephone 
number MElrose 2-4477; residence | E 
1120 Hagerer Street, Racine, tele- 
phone. MElrose 4-3839  . 


T 
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MElrose 2-4477 - Listed to LEONARD P. BAUMBLATT 
PS and ROBERT.P, GOODMAN, Attorneys 
at Law, 401 Arcade Building, 429 
South Main Street, Racine. 


MÉlrose 3-9866 , Listed to DAVID SHEFT, 2413 Erie 
) Street, telephone. number ME 3-9866 
| operator of Odds and Ends Club, 
1210 State Street, telephone 
MElrose 49891, Racine. ` - 


MElrose 3-9621 Listed to STANLEY WOJSZKO, 1741 
я Franklin Street, telephone number 
Melrose 3-9611, married to VICTORIA 
AND EMPLOYED as factory worker. at. 
` J..X,. Case Company; a WALTER 

ҰҚ 0:252К0 is also listed as residing 
= this address with no employment 
Shown. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF Q..... 
FEDERAL BUREAU ОЕ INVESTIGATION 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


In Reply, Please Refer to . March 30, 1962 


File No. MI 162-49 


Title 


Character 


Reference 


WILLIAM COVELLI 


= ша ва. a.u mo а 


INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 


Report of SA WILLIAM J, HIGGINS 
dated and captioned as above, 


- 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 


information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, it 1s the property 


of the FBI and 1s loqned to your agency; 
your agency, 





it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 


‚В, 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF Шы 


FEDERAL.BUREAU ОҒ INVESTIGATION 





In Reply, Please Refer to Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
ғ; 


ile No. MI 162-49 March 30, 1962 


WILLIAM COVELLI 
INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 


MI T-l 15 a source closely acquainted 
with the various members of the gambling element 
іп Kenosha, Wisconsin for many years. 


MI T-2 is a Milwaukee hoodlum who is 
closely associated with gamblers and other hoodlums 
in the Milwaukee area, particularly so with those 
in the Italian-American element, and is aware of 
their current illegal activities. 
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‘| DATE 





TITLE OF CASE 


m E, aka Willie 
Covelli, Bill Covelli, "Weiser" 


Covelli, Joe H. Marino, Joe 
Marines, Joe -Marini 






SA WILLIAM: J. HIGGINS, JR. 
| CHARACTER OF CASE 


IGA 


6/19/62 | ECL "6/15/62 


REPORT MADE BY TYFED BY 
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REFERENCE. 


Report of SA. WILLIAM: J. HIGGINS, Je., 3/30/62, Milwaukee. 
Chicago letter to Milwaukee 3/29/62 (10). | 
Milwaukee letter to Chicago. 5/29/62. (IO). 


2 ENCLOSURES' TO BUREAU (2): 


~ P аңа 
Original and сору of letterhead 


memo reflecting characterizations 


of informants utilized in this 


report, 
CHICAGO | | | 
At Chicago, Ill. | | "n 77] 
(1) Will identify alli of Chicago е\ерһопе 


nümber IN. 7-2900 contacted 1/17/62 from residence 





APPROVED Я і LK My SPECIAL AGENT 


79. Бигефу/ (mar) (162-777)0 mo |/2 4— 
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Tampa (RM) | 
Milwaukee. (162-49) 


омо 


(НА 
OBEC). Ui УШАК 


















ОО NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 








| Disseminotlon Record of Attached Report Nototions 

Agency Шал іле 1-1 

Reavest Reca. | “KATA TE ЈАН S р 55 

pow Pua. ГІ ТТІ | 

How ма. | eee as igus sf л 
BY IRT Of ШЕННЕН | NI 





e 


259 JUL 11 19 

















MI 162-49 


Е (2) ‘Will conduct necessary credit апа criminal | 
checks dnd contact logical ‘sources. and informants;to ` "' 
determine whether subscriber has ‘hoodlum connections or is, 
in: fact, a hoodlum.as well. | 


At Waukegan, All. 


Will їшї Тарт; as set forth.above at Chicago, 
identify the: following subscribers of telephone: numbers: , 


At Zion, 111. 


Will Similarly, as set forth. above, identify the 
following subscribers of telephone numbers: 


| TR 2-4035 
TAMPA’ 


At Tampa, Fla. 
(1) Will similarly, as set forth above at Chicago, 
identify. the following subscribers of ‘telephone numbers ;. 


| ‘contacted 
1/14,22/62 


~ LJ contacted 1/21/62. 


Tampa 255-8491 (Little Gem Store, Cess and 
Albany) contacted 1/19, 21/62 
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MILWAUKEE 


‘At Milwaukee, Wis.. 


i (1) Will at the ‘Schroeder Hotel. identify 
occupant of room 707..0n dates of 2/5,6/62 and.conduct 
logical’ investigation to.ascertain background. and reputation 
and. whether known. to be hoodlum or connected with hoodlum 
element. in: Milwaukee, · 


At.’Kenosha, Wis. | 


. 'Will continue. to develop current activities and 
associates of Subject in an-effort to ascertain whether 

he is engaged: in НОКИ 8 gambling in violation of the 
laws. of the. US, 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


Period. of this report is extended to include 
investigation. conducted in March, 1962, results of which 
were not avallable for inclusion in rerep. 


Information regarding telephone toll: 'calls 


. А 
- LU $ 4 4 Е MDC BIO. IF . + MESELTE " = 


was furnished оп 3/9/62. to.SA(A) ALBERT | 


on reg | elephone 
number listed 
Ill., was furnished оп 3/26/62 


Security Department, Illinois. Bell Telephone 
Xcago, to IC] ВЫ 


It is to be noted Milwaukee, Wis. | telephone 
number FL 2-6465 is listed to FRANK. 1. SANSONE; 8676 `W.. 
Manor Court, Milwaukee,. who is subject of Milwaukee case 
— "FRANK. SANSONE, aka, ITWI," MI file 165-13. 


INFORMANTS. 
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Report of: 
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Title: 
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Character: | 


Synopsis: 


"DETAILS: 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions. of the FBI. It is the propery of the FBI and 1s loaned to 


a 
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united rates. DEPARTMENT. OF шеФ- 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


l --USA, v S 


SA WILLIAM:J. HIGGINS, ‚JR. Ofte, > MILWAUKEE 
6/19/62: | | | - 
MI 162-49 Bureau File ў: 162-777 


WILLIAM.‘ COVELLI ЖЕ | | | 


INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIBS: 


| а valis charged 
Wis., 
Subject, obtained. dentities of 


several previous telephone contacts, together. with 
their backgrounds, set forth. MI T-2 advises 
Subject supervises collections and ‘payoffs . at 
RIZZO's craps game at Kenosha, Wis. on week-end 


nights. МІ T-4 advised that on Sunday night, 


4/8/62, Subject was at table in-RIZZO's place running 
a.craps game. with about. twenty men in the game, 

and there.must have been $10,000 on the table in 
front ‘of Subject. 
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On 3/9/62 ot Milwaukee, Wisconsin File # __ МІ 162-49 — 11 
by SAA ALBERT Q, MACDONALD/bs Dato dictated 3/45/62.. 
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On December 28, 1961 the Chicago Office advised 
in another investigation concerning] of 
Chicago, Illinois, as follows. | 


Chicago, Illinois, was interviewed by SAS RALPH R. HILL, Jr. 
and on February 17, 1961 in connection 
with a trip to New York made by one SAM "MOONEY" eee 
(Chicago top hoodlum) in October, 1960. 


advised that on October 6, 1960 he 
registered into a suite of rooms in the Hampshire House 
W ompanied by 
all Chicago businessmen. Another 
person was present whom he knew as.a steel salesman from 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and a friend He 
denied that GIANCANA was one of the occupants of this suite 
or that GIANCANA visited this party at any time. 












According to the records of the Chicago Police 
t, as searched in April, 1958 
described as 6'1” 





occupation 
for no 


cember г = — 
was г — 
at Brooklyn, New York, 6'1" and was employed as a 


"steel MUT CUR Canal Steel Company, Chicago, Illinois. 
Не was arrested| | for driving under the 


influence o on June 23, 1952 was fined $5 
and. costs. born 
at Chicago, Illinois, мав отртоуза 


as а steel company owner, and he was arrested 

for driving under the influence of alcohol. This 
charge was changed to reckless driving, and he was. fined 
$100 plus $6 costs on February 13, 1957. 


On March.29, 1962 the Chicago Office advised 
Milwaukee that a review of the Chicago Telephone Directory 
indicated that telephone number AN 3-4966 is listed to 
the Shangri La Restaurant, 222 North State Street, Chicago, 
Illinois, and telephone number DA 6-6100 is. listed to the . 
Dunlap Steel Corporation, 2404 South Canal Street, 

Chicago, Illinois. 
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AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


, On April.6, 1962 MI T-3 advised SA 


ҚҚ онын nuni Milwaukee telephone number BR 3-7834 is not 
a working nunper an the BRoadway exchange. | 


MI T-3 stated further that Milwaukee СРЕ ТРЕ 
number FL 2-6465 is listed to one FRANK L, SANSONE, .8676 
West Manor Court, pipe о 17 LE rige ш 





On Арг11 6, 1962 inquiries conducted by SA 
of the Credit Bureau of Milwaukee and the Milwaukee Police 


— — to reflect any information identifiable 


On April 6, 1962 MI T-2 advised SA JOHN Н. GASSAWAY 
that JOHN RIZZO is still operating his craps and blackjack 
games at Kenosha, Wisconsin, and the games begin at 9:00 PM 
on Friday and Saturday nights and at 4:00 PM on Sunday 
afternoons.  Informant stated the action is biggest at 
this gambling site at about 1:00 AM to 3:00 AM in the' 
mornings; Informant said that BILL COVELLI still carries 
a bank roll and supervises collections and payoffs,. and 
that RIZZO is there all of the time. Informant stated 
that BUSTER BALESTRERE and STEVE DI SALVO are still 
getting a cut, part of which undoubtedly goes to FRANK 
EL but these individuals do not go to RIZZO's in 

enosha 


MI T-2.stated that RIZZO's game is located on 
56th Street with a liquor store on one side and Greco's 
Restaurant on the other, and the gambling site has the 
appearance of being an empty store with a large plate glass 
window painted green. Informant stated that when one | 
enters the gambling place by а door into this empty store, 
he then goes to а hall, which is between this door and 
Greco's Restaurant, and then to a room directly in back , 
of the empty portion of the store where the action goes on. 
Informant said that no lights can be seen from the outside 
at all.  Informant added that there is a door in the 
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hallway which leads directly to Greco's Restaurant, but 
this door is not usually used by the gamblers, but is 
planned for use as an өзсаре Чоог in case. of a raid.. 


| On April 5, 1962 MI T-4 advised SA RICHARD C. 
THOMPSON that he. was acquainted with RIZZO's gambling joint, 
located next door to Greco's Restaurant in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, and there is craps gambling going on there each 
Friday night and Sundays. Informant stated that this site 
has two partitions through which one must pass to get to 
the craps game, and there was a back door which. was 
barricaded: and a door that apparently led to Greco's 
Restaurant, which is also barricaded. Informant stated 
he believes there is another door, which possibly is 
connected with Gerolmo's Liquor Tavern, located on the 
east side of the gambling site and from which the gamblers 
buy dice and cards. Informant described the dice table 
as being about 8 feet by sixteen feet in dimension and 
was іе, lined with ,players.' 


On April 10, 1962 MI T-4 advised SA THOMPSON: 
that he visited RIZZO's' craps game.on Sunday night, April 
8, 1962, where RIZZO was watching, and COVELLI was handling 
the money. There were about twenty men at the craps game, 
and there must have been $10,000 on the table in front of 
COVELLI. Ап unknown man was handling the dice, described 
as 50 years of age, small and wore glasses, and he would 
pick up the dice and throw them to the player after they 
were picked up from the table. 











+ + 
+ [3 
t 


Á "— mem was conducted by Sa[ | 


At Racine, Wisconsin 


The 1961 Racine city Diredory reflected that STANLEY WOJSZKO 
resided at 1741 Franklin Street, wife VICTORIA, and that he 
was employed by the J. І. Case Company. 


The 1961 Racine City Directo 
at 2413 Erio Street and that 


and Ends Club, 1210 State Street, 


РИ S A 


reflected DAVID ӨНЕР? resided 
o was the operator of the Odds 


au of зорати, Racine Police 


partment, on April 9, 1962, advised that he could find no 
arrast record on STANLEY WOJSZKO based on the spelling of 


name, 


SRE mue. 


е Police Department No,6522, address, 2414 Erde 


stated that their files reflected that DAVID 


Streot, born November 1, 1916, Ottawa, Canada, had am umber 


of arrests, 
Date Arrested Charge 


ТАЗА 
9/18/40 
3/27/44 
22/27/47 
5/26/52 
11/20/52 
11/14/55 
10/30/57 


2/12/58 


Gambling 
Receiving & concealing 
stolen property 

Receiving & concealing 
stolen property 
me of Gambling 
ығы Violation 
Liquor Laws 
Disorderly Conduct 
One-Way Violation 


. Possession of 
 Qaubling Equipment 


Liquor Violation 


Disposition 


Dismissed 
Dismissed . 


2 yrs. probation 

$100 and cost 

$14.09 (fine & 

cost 

Released 

Forfeited $25 Bail 

$5 fine 

Released 


Disnissed 


" 
, 


"Mr 162-9 T MN n 2“ 


| . Case Company since approximately February, 1935, There is. | 
| о of а derogatory nature concerning WOJSZKO's credit _ 
ya « à | | | 


©, м 
* * 
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Date Arrested | Charge 2 Disposition 


6/15/60 . Permit Minor to 100 & cost 

/15/ | nib Min %0 P 
2/08/61 | Keeper of Gambling | Dismissed 
| | . House | 
3/3/61 ^ . Inmate, House of - Still pend: 

/3/ Illegalfam К 0 77 s 


stated that it had been reported to their // 
t SHEFT was no longer the operator of the Odds 


Department | 
апа Enda Tavern located at 1210 State Street, 


Racine Credit Bureau, 


On May 4, 29662,| 1 10 | 
advised that their files reflected that STANLEY WOJSZKO, 


2742. Franklin Street, had been known to theix bureau since . 
September, 1932 and that he has been employed by the J. I. 


ана — that with regard to DAVID SHEFT, | 
2413 Srie Street, their last credit inquiry had been эв of 


April, 1960 and that DAVID SHEFT was shown to be the operator 


of the Odds and Ends Tavern, 1210 State Street, ‘There was 


E 


nothing of an unfavorable nature concerning the credit of 
DAVID БНЕРТ, | | қ | 

















МІ 162-49 


AT NILNAUKEE; WISCONSIN 


On May 13, 1962.MI T-2. advised SA JOHN. H.  GASSAWAY 
that RIZZO is still operating his. gambling site in ‘Kenosha, - 
Wisconsin on Friday, Saturday and Sundays. апа. he.has 
the same individuals patronizing the game from Milwaukee. 
Informant said that :RIZZO and. COVELLI are definitely. super- 
vising the game and are:at the. game-.all of the time. 


AT KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 


- On. June 15, 1962 MI Т-1 advised SA WILLIAM J. 
‘HIGGINS, Әс. that ‘the | "56th Street Cigar. Store" at .2207 
o6th Street in Kenosha, which is operated: by .JOHN RIZZO 
and attended by BILL "WEISER" COVELLI, together with CHARLES 
COSENTINO,. of Kenosha, is still operating. оп a regular 
‘basis. on Friday, Saturday and. Sunday nights. and.apparently' 
they have no fear of being. shut down. 
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ox STATES DEPARTMENT OF 0... Е 


-FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





File No. 


Post Office Box 663 
Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin 


June. 19, 1962 


WILLIAM COVELLI 
INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 


Reference is made to the report of SA WILLIAM J. 
HIGGINS, Jr., dated.and captioned.as above at 
Milwaukee. 


All informants mentioned: in: this report һауе 
furnished: reliable information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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vx STATES DEPARTMENT 'OF diia 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to Post Office Box 663 
File No. 162-49 Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin 





June 19, 1962 


WILLIAM COVELLI 
INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 





MI Т-1 is a source closely acquainted with the various 
| members of the gambling element in Kenosha, Wisconsin 
| for many years. 


MI T-2 іс а Milwaukee hoodlum who is closely associated 
with gamblers and other hoodluns in the Milwaukee area, 
particularly so with those in the Italian-American 
element, and is aware of their current illegal 
activities.. 


MI T-3 is a source b7D 
n the Milwaukee area, 


MI T-4 is an individual who is personally acquainted 
with a number of individuals in the gambling element 
in Kenosha,, Wisconsin: and is aware of their current 

illegal activities. 
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REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN | ' 
„MILWAUKEE MILWAUKEE _ 
TITLE OF CASE | RS ЕСЕТ 


Q SA WILLIAM 2. HIGGINS, JR. 
WILLIAM COVELLI, aka CHARACIER OF CASE 









IGA 


£ Б REFERENCE 


Chicago letters to Milwaukee 6/18/62, 7/26/62 (то) 
Report of SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS Tro n Milwaukee 
Tampa letter to Milwaukee 7/24/62 (I 


Р 


ENCLOSURES TO BUREAU (2): Original and copy of letterhead 
| | memorandum reflecting characterLzations 
of informants utilized in this report. 


THE MILWAUKEE OFFICE 
AT KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 





Will continue to develop current activities and associates 
of subject in an effort to ascertain whether he is engaged in inter- 
state gambling in violation of the laws of the United States. 
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bi liv à J {962 
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V.E. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1e 763241 
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MI 162-49 


ADMINISTRATIVE 
The period of this report is extended to include investigation 
conducted in April and May, 1962, by the Chicago Office, re- 


2. which were not avallable for inclusion in referenced 
report, | 


INFORMANTS 


Source Location 


MI T-1 is Instant report b7D 
MI T-2 is MI 92-164-115 | 


MI 92-16-2117 


B* 
COVER -PAGE 
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:Ер-204 (Rev. 3-3-59) 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF @ 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 1 - USA Milwaukee (RM) 


Repot of: SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, JR. Office: Milwaukee 


Dote: August 14, 1962 | 
Field Office FileNoz — 162-49 Bureau File Noa 762-777 
Tile: WILLIAM COVELLI 


Character, INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 


Synopsis -Background on contacts of subject COVELLI set forth. 
MI Т-1 advises JOHN RIZZO's craps and poker games 
continue to operate regularly on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday nights at 2207 56th Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
and are attended by subject COVELLI. MI Т-2 in July, 
1962 advises COVELLI makes weekly visits to Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, to give. BUSTER BALESTRERE and STEVE DI SALVO 
bre "eut" on gambling at RIZZ0's. Investigation con- 

nulng. . | 


P 


DETAILS: AT WAUKEGAN, ILLINOIS 


The following investigation at Waukegan, Illinois, 
was conducted by SA 0. ARTHUR GRAN: 


A reyiew of the city of Waukegan Telephone Directory 
and cross-index telephone guide reflected the following 
telephone listings: 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI It Is the property of the FBI and js loaned to your agency: it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 





» 





i : : ! ч 
Ё . 1 $ м: 
| І po і 
1 al ы” H 4 | { ; 
+ А i tae wv » to 2 1 
. ' „+ 
"E 4 x. A я 
4 z 
i + 


MI 162-49 
bé 
рс 
·.СНегргу 4-1775  Montine!s Coiffeurs | 
қ | | + 1904 lOth Street, Wadkégan, 
Credit Bureau of Waukegan-North T: | an ЖБ 
Waukegan 11110: advised ore om records | , b/C 
that iva | 


carpent er employed since May, 1958, by Deerfleld Cons Шы 
Company, 1530 Oakwood, Deerfield, Illinois. Не has two children 
There was no derogatory information. 


She further advised from records fnat| __] date 


of birth, | |» |  J [wag \ b6 
1956, апа as с е UE DIC 
In 1956 her address was| | — — Wisconsin. 

As of October, 1957, she was employed by Electronic Supply 


Office, Great Lakes. Illinois. Her latest residence address 
ipo ]Miseesin, 0. 7 
peer] Mentistoation Officer, Waukegan, Illinois ` 
Olice Department, advised | 
| — Е — — 





y 5 ея wa w 


| | | | i S 
ж .FB-30£ (Rev. 025-60) Ф or mvesmois | = 


Date 5/18/62 










one| | | | | [who residas with wife 





and family at — 
who is personally 





о agent, advised as follows: 


Не has been acquainted for the past five or six years 
with BILL "WIESER" COVELLI of Kenosha, Wisconsin, and used to 
play gin rummy with him frequently. Several years ago, COVELLI 


was interested in getting his cigarette vending machines in- 
stalled in Navy at Great Lakes Nav 



















» but the latter 
in placing any machines at Great Lakes, 


| | _|himse1s in the past has. owned: part in 2 
in various race horses through his fatherciu-law,[ o В e ee] 
Ав а result he has been interested in racing and up to a year 

or two ago, used to betquite regularly on the horses. 
“Occasionally he would call COVELLI and have him place a bet 

for him at the track when һе was going down. | 


мас never successfu 


He no longer engages in betting but considers 
COVELLI a friend. Оп numerous occasions he has called COVELLI 
for favors,and COVELLI has on many occasions been able to 
get him tickets to various sporting events. 


[erer concluded that he has not engaged in апу be d 
2 5 gambling activity with COVELLI in recent years and does not 
| know what COVELLI's activities might be. 





| m MI 162-49 P 
" On ...5/8/62. ои ‘Waukegan, Illinois File f... 162497 x 


8 


! 


і 


by ____8А_О, ARTHUR GRAN pb Dote dictated 5/14/62... | 


| | à 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It із the property of the FBI gnd із loaned to t 
EN your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. | 


3 n 
% 





MI 162-49 


AT KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 


On June 15, 1962, MI Т-1 advised that the 56th Street Clgar 
Store located at 2207 56th Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin, and 
headed by JOHNNY RIZZO, is still operating as a gambling site 
for craps and poker games on a regular basis on Friday, Satur- 
day and Sunday nights and these games are attended by subject 
COVELLI and CHARLES COSENTINO, According to the informant, 
RIZZO and COVELLI apparently have no fear of being shut down. 


AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


E DONNE M conducted by sal — 1 


On July 9, 1909] sd Schroeder 
Hotel, advised that he ran his guest registration cards 

through for the period of February 1, 1962 through February 20, 
1962, and was unable to id any person assigned to Room 
TOT during that period. sald that Room 707 is 

a family sulte and that the registration cards at the Schroeder 
Hotel are filed alphabetically by the guest's name. 


AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


‘The following investigation was conducted by SA CURTIS 1. 
PERRYMAN: | 


On July 12, 1962, 1% was ascertained from a telephone service 
available to the public that telephone number IN 7-2900 is 

a number of the American Air Lines at Chleago, Illinois, 
which gives a recorded announcement about flight information. 


AT TAMPA, FLORIDA 


‘The көнек кы was conducted by sal 


On July 12, 1962, a review of the Donnelly's Yellow Book 
Crisscross telephone directory, the April, 1962 Tampa Tele- 
«phone Directory, and the Tampa, Florida City Directory for 
1962. elephone number 253-9453 is subscribed 
to by La Concha Bar and Package Store, 1725 


Grand Central Avenue, Tampa, Florida. 
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Е 162-49 





Telephone aribor 255-8491 is subscribed to by Little General 


Stores, Inc., 1955 West Cass Street, Tampa, Florida. 


BER OT a General Telephone Company 
orida, advised on July 12, 1962, that 


On July 23, 


872-9662 is not a good number in ке. Florida. b6 


б oo y formerly Е. 


Tampa, Florida, 
со асбе пе Tampa Division in the past. 
із оС. and 1s not known to have "been: nvolved in 


gambling activities. Т 









He is a paramour апа frequents| sd 


La Concha Bar an Package Store with her. 
AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


962, MI T-2 advised SA JOHN Н. GASSAWAY that 

IZZO' is still operating his craps game аб. | b6 
turday and Sunday and that bTC 

the other gamblers from 

Milwaukee still meet at the "Talk of the Town"Tavern and 

drive to Kenosha for gambling. MI Т-2 stated, that BILL 











. COVELLI makes weekly visits to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to give 


BUSTER BALESTRERE and STEVE DI SALVO their "cut" on the 
gamblings at RIZZO's. . 


AT KENOSHA, WISCONSIN | des 2 жт 


i ' 1 







On July 28, 1962, MI Т-1 advised SA WILL | > Jr., 

that, has always been at bc 
JOHN S € ng site at 2207.56th.Street, Kenosha, ор \ 55e 
was So used as a Е man there. Informant advised | 


that RIZZO is said to have ousted JEFF COVELLI, brother of 

BILL "Weiser" COVELLI, from the game at Kenosha and ЈЕВР is 

supposedly handling a piece of the "Bookie" bus 

own, "Weiser" COVELLI is still there ‘and so is i 
who и ways close to "Weiser." According to е | 

informant, Зз said to be at this gambling site of po 

RIZZO's now but in what ернеу is not known. Informant 


y 1 














MI 162-49 | | t | 


added that RIZZO is still operating on Friday through Sunday . 


nights of each week on a steady basis and apparently does not 
have fear of any raid. | 27% LN Kd | | 


| i 


қ 


On August 1, 1962, MI T-2 adyised SA JOHN Н. GASSAWAY that 

JOHN ‘RIZZO continues to operate his craps game at Kenosha 

on the week ends and that BILIXGQVELLI and RIZZO stikl furnish | 
a "cut" of the profits to STEVEPDI SALVO and BUSTTER\BALESTRERE. 
informant stated that for the past two weeks RIZZO has been ` 
bringing the money himself to these individuals in Milwaukee,, · 


AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN ` a | ee, 





Wisconsin. - 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


d Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
‘In Reply, Please Refer to August 14, 1962 
- File No. 162-49 





Title WILLIAM COVELLI 


31 idi E 


” + 


Character INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 


Reference Report of SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, Jr., 
at Milwaukee dated and captioned as 
above, 


All souxces (except. any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. ` 


"This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 


uns ofthe FBI and 1s loaned to your agency; it and its contents аге not to be distributed outside 


' your agency, 
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unio :STATES DEPARTMENT OF С 


'FEDERAL BUREAU OF INYESTIGATION: 





Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
August 14, 1962 





WILLIAM COVELLI | | І 
INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 


MI T-1 is a ‘source closely acquainted with: the 
various members of the gambling element in 
Kenosha, ‘Wisconsin for many years. 


МІ Т-2 is a Milwaukee ‘hoodlum who is closely 
associated with gamblers and other hoodlums 
in the Milwaukee area, particularly :зо with 
those in the Italian~American: element, ‘and’ is 
aware of their current illegal activities. 
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| This confidential report and ME 
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REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 
MILWAUKEE MIIWAUKEE | 9/27/62 9/6/62 
TITLE OF CASE . R£PORT MADE BY | TYPED BY 


SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, JR. | 35 


/ | CHARACTER OF CASE 
| WILLIAM COVELLI, aka. 


\ | | IGA 


і i 


REFERENCE 


N Report of SA WILLIAM 2, HIGGINS, JR., Milwaukee, 8/15/62. 


a Pu 
| ENCLOSURES EM | 


То Bureau - Original and one сору of letterhead memorandum 
reflecting characterizations of informants 
utilized in this report. 


7 | U | i | 
| APPROVED | Y ae ance | DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 
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MI 162-49 


MILWAUKEE DIVISION 


At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


Will continue to develop current activities and associates 
of Subject COVELLI in an effort to ascertain whether he is 
engaged in interstate gambling in violation of laws of the 
United States, 


“INFORMANTS 


t 


Identity | | Location 


| | Б7р. 
MI T-a 15) | Instant report 
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-JFD-204 (Rev, 3-3-09) 


Copy to: 

Report of: 

Dote: 

Field Office File No. 


Title: 


Character: 


Synopsis: 


DETAILS: .. 


This document contains - neither meee "nor conclusions of the YBL wa is the property d the FBI and fs loaned to your чөө: it and 





Ф ....- 
. UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE | 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


l- ш, Milwaukee 


ł 


SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, JR. Он: MILWAUKEE 


September 27, 1962>- 
MI 162-49 | | Bureau File No.: 162-777 


WILLIAM COVELLI 


INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 08 


МІ T-1 advises that Subject) BILL "WEISER" COVELLI С. 


still has a hand in аыр 1220145 craps and poker 
game at Kenosha, Wiscon on every weekend night 
and this gambling has Continued without Шыны a 
tion for the past six or seven months. 


# 


-P- 


At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


On September 6, 1962 MI T-1 advised SA WILLIAM 2, 


HIGGINS, JR, that conditions are unchanged at Kenosha, 
Wisconsin with BILL "WEISER" COVELLI still having a. 


hand іп JOHNNY RIZZO!s craps and poker games оп every 
weekend “аб the 56th'Street Cigar Store location and С 
that this gambling has continued to get a big play | 


without interruption for the past six or seven months 


and that the local authorities make no effort to 
interfere, 


рар are not to de үче outside your agency. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
September 27, 1962 





In Reply, Please Refer to 
РЙ №. MI 162-49 


Title WILLIAM COVELLI 


Character INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 


Reference Report of SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, 
Dated and captioned'as above, 


All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced. 
communication have furnished, reliable information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, [t із the property 


of the PBI and Is loaned to your agency: it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency, de 








UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION |. 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
In Reply, Please R » 
File 4 ° ыы September 2T, 1962 


WILLIAM COVELLI 
INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIV ITIES 


MI Т-1 is a source closely acquainted with the various 
members of the gambling element an .Kenosha, Wisconsin 
for many years. 
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Am SA. WILLIAM Je HIGGINS, JR. jah | 
/ А “CHARACTER OF xe DOS TUTTI 
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| : | "REFERENCE _ _— ОО 
M. Report of SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, Jr., Milwaukee 9/27/62 
-P- 
ENCLOSURES TO BUREAU: 
Original and one copy of Letterhead Memorandum 
reflecting characterizations of informants У, 
utilized in this report, уе 


LEADS 
MILWAUKEE DIVISION 


AT KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 


Will continue to develop current activities and associates of 
Subject COVELLI in an effort to ascertain whether he is engaged 
оа gambling іп violation of the laws of the United 

9 е5. 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 
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ule STATES DEPARTMENT OF e... 





4 poo 05 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | 
Copy to: 1-USA, MILWAUKEE 
Report of: SA WILLIAM J.NIGGINS, JR. Offic MILWAUKEE 
Dater 11/23/62 m 
Field Office File No: МІ 162-19 | Bureau File, No.: 162-777 
“Tile: МІШАМ COVELLI 0 | 
N k 
Chester INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 
_ Synopsis, МІ T-2 advised RIZZO's gambling site in Kenosha is 


| still operating its craps and poker game. MI Т-1 

| advises Subject. COVELLI is still with JOHN CHARLES. 

. RIZZO at Kenosha with gambling running from Friday 
‘night through Sundays and doing well financially. 

T-1 also said two BALISTRIERI men had been recently 
to Kenosha to put the "heat" on any other competition 
with RIZZO's gambling game, 


a Po 


DETAILS: A E 
AT MILWAUKEE WISCONSIN 


| Оп September 21,-1962, МІ T-2 advised SA JOHN Н. GASSAWY 
that JOHN CHARL 1220 has re-opened a horse book in 
Racine, Wisconsin and has an individual operating the 
"book" for him ànd also that RIZZO is still operating 
his craps and роке? games in Kenosha and is not worried... >» ss 
' about any raids by the local police department. Informant 
did not know the telephone number or location of the book 
in Racine at this time. 


On Sentenber 21, 1962, MI T-2 advised SA GASSAWAY that in 
connection with RIZZO!s gambling site іп Kenosha, he 18 
still operating his craps game there and is also booking 
from his gambling place in Kenosha as well as running à 
book out of Racine. 





i i 
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This се contains Ке reommendatinn nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the. property: of the ret and 2 loaned to your agency? it and 
its contents are not, to be distributed outside your agency. 





MI 162-19 


On October. 12, 1962, MI. T-2 was. recontacted by SA GASSAWAY, 
but no additional information was available regarding Subject 
COVELLI or JOHN RIZZO both at Kenosha, Wisconsin. 


АТ. KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 


On November 16, 1962, MI Т-1 advised SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, Jr., 
that he had learned through his own, sources that the City of 
Kenosha is completely under control of the BALISTRIERI group 
and two BALISTRIERI men had been recently down to Kenosha from 


Milwaukee to put the "heat" on any competitors. of RIZZO's 
gambling setup there. 


MI Т.1 also stated RIZZO and COVELLI are still very active in 
craps and poker games at 2207 56th Street, Kenosha on Friday 
nights Saturdaysand Sundays and are doing very well financially, 
but no information has been received that they are attempting 
to open. any new place in Kenosha and he doubted that they were 
as they would have no reason to do во. MI Т-1 said he has not 
heard RIZZO enlarged his book operation recently, but RIZZO 
always did have one operating in relation to “large lay-offs" 
from local gamblers in Kenosha, but. that. in the event he is 
expanding in Racine, a logical associate would be a. DAVID 
SHEFT, as both have been close associates for years. 


MI T-1 also advised "WEISER", COVELLI's brother, ТЕРЕ COVELLI, 
is definitely out of the picture at RIZZO's gambling spot and 
is busted financially. 








. MI T-1 also advised the old time local gamblers in Kenosha. and 
many tavern owners there as well, are getting more bold seeing 
so much wage money passing around by American Motors Corp. with 
nobody bothering RIZZO's gambling operation and it may be for 
this reason that BALISTRIERI has sent some of his '"toughs" down 
to Kenosha to put a stop to any growing competition with RIZZO!s 
gambling games there. 
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WILLIAM COVELLI 
INTERSTATE GAMBLING. ACTIVITIES 


MI Т-1 is a source closely acquainted with the various 
members of the gambling element in Kenosha, Wis- 
consin for many years.. 


MI T-2 is a Milwaukee hoodlum who is closely associated 
with gamblers and other hoodlums in the Milwaukee 
area, particularly so with those in the Italian- 
American element, and is aware of their current 
illegal activities. | 
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credit and criminal checks to. ascertain these individuals’ 
backgrounds and evaluate whether involved in єл | 
activities with Subject. 


At Milwaukee, Wis. | 

Will similarly as set forth in above lead for 
Racine ascertain identities of subscribers to telephone 
numbers WE 3-0052 and GR 6-1756. 


At Eau Claire, Wis. 


. Will likewise identify subscribers of telephone 
numbers TE 4-1209 and TE 2-0066. | 


At Kenosha, Wis. | | 


Will continue efforts to identify Subject as 
-being involved in gambling and other racket activities 
with view to ascertaining whether engaged in кооп 
of laws of US Government. 


I: ADMINISTRATIVE 


Period of this report is extended to include 
investigation conducted at Chicago and Waukegan, 111. on 
10/26/62, results of which were not available for 
inclusion Ап rerep. 


: In connection with mention set forth in this ео 
of Subject WILLIAM COVELLI, aka "WEISER" or "WHEEZER," 
with the 'BIERNAT" case, it 'is to be noted this pertains to 
the current investigation being conducted by the Milwaukee 
Office of case entitled, "ANTHONY JOSEPH BIERNAT, aka, 
MISSING PERSON - MURDER," OO Milwaukee, MI file 79-56, 
Bufile 95-107526. In regard to this case, BIERNAT, who 

was a local juke box operator of only moderate means in 
Kenosha, Wis., was forcefully abducted at about 10:15 PM 
on 1/7/63 in Kenosha by three unidentified 855411858 апа 
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Subsequently found buried in lime in a shallow grave at 
the abandoned Bong AFB, Kenosha County, Wis., on late 
evening of 1/28/63. Cause of death was attributed to 
at least three severe blows to the top, back and right 
rear of BIERNAT's head, possibly occurring at about 
midnight, 31/63, at the site where found buried. 


Information regarding telephone toll calls. 
set forth in this report and charged to Kenosha, Wis., 
OLympic 2-1390, listed to WILLIAM COVELLI, 7827 36th Ave., 
Kenosha, Wis., was furnished on 11/14/62 to SA(A) ALBERT 
G. MACDONALD by MI CS 2. 


| Information regarding зае нев of subscribers 

of telephones located in Waukegan, Great Lakes and Zion, 
furnished 11/7/62 by 
Security Department, 

Illinois Bell Telephone Co., Chicago, I11., to IC 

С. КАН} and relatesto telephone calls charged 


eM CH 


С 






INFORMANTS 
Identity d Location ) К 
„ааа SR ETE | maps EADS ыа | ё 
MI Т-1 is MI 162-49-42 


JE MI T-2 is | МІ 162-49-39,40,44 
PX MI 92-164-150,154 


MI Т-5 is|  — ——] 1 
г рт; ЖІ 79-56-102 


==. сж жй 
Cover Page 











{ 





d 


* ?- 
i, 


- 
vi 


# : 3 d. А 
‚+ “ЖО-204 (Rev. $-9-59) 
-= а 


Copy to: 


Report of; 
Date: 


` Field Office File No 


Title: 


Character: 


Synopsis: 


i 
І 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


l ~ USA, Milwaukee 


4 
, 
i " 1 


К. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION  . 


t 


SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, JR. Office: 


2/12/63 


WILLIAM COVELLI 


INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 


t 


4 
i $ 





ў З 


MILWAUKEE 


| Bureau File No. 162- 7117 


ї 


x f 


Results of telephone toll calls charged to Subject, 


7827 36th Ave., Kenosha, Wis., obtained. 


Identities 


of previous telephone contacts in northern Illinois 


set forth. 


FRANK BURLINGHAM, of Kenosha, sentenced 


2 years to SP, Waupun, Wis., on 11/16/62 on charge 
of obtaining money under false pretenses, alleged 
Subject active in horse book and sports gambling, 

as well as being involved with JOHN CHARLES RIZZO 
in craps and poker games, апа “that Subject is one of 
top four horse book operators in Kenosha. MI Т-2 
advised Subject has moved into juke box business in 
Kenosha, in which BALISTRIERI mob of Milwaukee may 


have а part interest. 


On 1/4/63 МІ T-2 advised that 


Subject, RIZZO and а man named "AL" met STEVE DE SALVO 
and JOE GURERA in Milwaukee, which may have related to 
‘abduction of ANTHONY JOSEPH BIERNAT, а juke box 
operator at Kenosha on night of 1/7/63. МІ T-2 also 
advised Subject and RIZZO ran their craps game at 


Kenosha on night of 1/11/63. 


MI T-5 advised COVELLI 


is good suspect in BIERNAT case, being very close to 
Chief of Police STANLEY HAUKEDAHL, Kenosha PD, and 
is one to contact if desire had to operate gambling 


in Kenosha. МІ T-5 also feels sure that Chief HAUKEDAHL 
, is being paid off. | 
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ІС FRANCIS G, .KAHL/dcc 


by 


11/7/62 


at 


Chicago, Illinois File # 


w | 


Date dictated 


CG 162-277 
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| 11/13/62 
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The above information. сап be made publ 
on issuance of a subpoena 






hicago, Illinois, 
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FMH: dcc 


AT Шаца suber 


The following „луга Boson was conducted by 


І SA О, ARTHUR GRAN; 


Credit Bureau of Waukegan-North 
Chicago, on October 26, 1962, made available records 


concerning the following individuals; _ 


was born іп 1935 and has been 
in the employ] 


cr the past nine years, There 
8 по derogatory information in Credit 


‘Bureau files, 


[ 


[was born ч 
and resides at 
Illinois, hd eae | .. and | 






is employed “ 
at Lindskog Mercury-Comet, 














Illinois. No 
erogatory information is contained in 


Credit Bureau files, 
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the tates Marine Corps, Marine Serial 
No, and has been in the Marine 


Corps for 12 years. No derogatory 
information was contained in Credit Bureau 
files, / 


ALFRED ROWAN 
ROWAN was born on. Мэ T; 








Illinois, Не has. been 
employed as a guard at Abbott Laboratories, 
Waukegan, Illinois, since June 21, 1954, 
No derogatory information was found in 
Credit Bureau files, 


[resides а 
llinois, and is à civilian employee 
at Great Lakes Navel Training Center, 


“Мо derogatory information was cohtained 
in Credit Bureau files, 


No record concerning, — [could be 


found in Credit Bureau files, © 











Identification” officer; Waükegan 


Police "T нн — Illinois, &dvised on Octóber 29, 


1962, that he could locate no record for the above listed 
individuals, апа had no information that any of them were 
engaged in gambling activity. 


с 
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Credit Bureau and Waukegan Police Department 
records reflec & Waukegan Police 
Department No, orn was arrested 


for assault with a: deadly weapon on May 21, 19 
Ee was last employed in 1955 as 
at the Food Pump Restaurant, 


———— Lake County 
Sheriff's Office, advised оп October 31, 1962, that his 


department had no record on the individuals, and. no 
information that any of them are connected with gambling 
act ivit ies. 


he Waukegan City directory lists| | 
Illinois, as an 
“employee о ansteel Metallurgical Corporation, 
AT ZION, ILLINOIS. . | 
Detective — .— — — ——] Illinois, Police 
Department, advised: on November 2, 1962, that his 
department had no record concerning ALFRED ROWAN. 
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On November 19, 1962 
Milwaukee that telephon 
previously а d 
Illinois, 
Wisconsin, 










ubjec WILLIAM COVELLI. 


AT KENOSHA, кесе 


Бане =й ЖАР. cn EL в, s 


On November 9, 1962 
an inmate at the Kenosha County Jail, when ‘inte 
SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, Jr., advised he ‘was born 
at Kenosha and was then awaiting trial in the Kenosha - 
| County Court on the charge. of obtaining money under false 
,~ pretenses, for which he was originally arrested on August 
28, 19 enosha, Wisconsin and thereafter released on 
bond dded that all of 
his life he has been closely assocíated with the Italian- 
American hoodlum element in Kenosha, knows them а11 
intimately and out of anger at the civic officials and 
the District Attorney's Office of Kenosha, who were behind 
the present charge existing against him, he was desirous 
of furnishing information in respect to the identities of 
gamblers and,racketeers in Kenosha, which information he has | 
learned through the years by association with most of these 
individuals. 


b6 







Kenosha, telephone 
is known as а consistent bettor and gambler, 
in Waukegan, Illinois and Kenosha, Wisconsin, and hangs 
out at such places as the Vagabond Club, Chick's Bar, 

Zino's Bar, Chet's Sports Bar and Pete Zocchi's Bar оп 

44th Street and Sheridan Road, Kenosha. 


advised that uses 

only for persohs in whom he has 
complete trust, such as ALBERT DE CESARO, RALPH MASARA, 
and BILL COVELLI in the Kenosha area. 
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stated that one NICK COVELLI, who is 
owner and operator of the Squeeze Inn Tavern, telephone 
OLympic 7-9731, also has an interest in Gino's Bar at 518 58th 
Street, Kenosha, OL 4-9466, and is well К ha 
for his very heavy gambling and drinking. said 
that NICK COVELLI is particularly in debt for gambling 
to BILL COVELLI, AL ‘DE CESARO and RALPH MASARA, 


3-18 advised that BILL COVELLI is very Ё°- 
close as a life long friend 
of the Kenosha Police Department. | 


AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 
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AT KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 


On November 20, 1962 Deputy 
Records Section, Kenosha Coun 


A HIGGINS that on November 14; 1962 | : 
inmate at the Кеповһа C P 
aped an' interview had with Deputy | irs 









рине activities in Kenosha. Іп this interview, 
set out the following information. 


C ]advised that when he was released . 
rom the Wisconsin State Prison at Waupun, Wisconsin on 
p МЕС ro ке Moin RE 

and thereafter renewed his acquaintance with 
such individuals as 
b 







A Ьб . 
NICK COVELLI, a bookie ъс 
а bookie and gambler, BILL и 







and gambler, 
COVELLI, JOHN RIZZO, 
added that he performed ‘some lding plan drawings Жа 


ui p 
electrical installation diagrams for the gambling locatio 
of JOHN RIZZO, m— COOKIE SCOLA 





said that 
Chick's Bar at 505 58th Street, Kenosha, and lays off gambling 
bets with JOHN RIZZO and RALPH MASARA, stated 







: that CARL "COOKIE" SCOLA run 
at 3029 52nd Street, Kenosha, 
and these poker games are usually operated on the late | 
afternoons and early evenings, and JOHN CHARLES RIZZO has 
the craps table in an adjoining room next to SCOLA which 
is usually run by RIZZO on Wednesday evening. He said, 
however, that if there is reason to operate this craps game 
| urday nights, RIZZO has AL DE CESARO and | 
andle these for him at Dante's, while he | 
is operating his own big game at 2207 56th Street, Kenosha. | 
stated that, while he sat in Dante's, both rooms 
on the second floor were operated on at least two separate 


week-ends. Не said that on one of these occasions, while 
he was at the bar at Dante!s,| НИН 
of the Kenosha Police Department, came in and sat beside 


т 12- 
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hin, personal friend of 
both and he supplied the 
tavern license establishment. 

said that at the time was at the bar in 
Dante's, JOHN RIZZO himself was handling the craps game 
upstairs and CARL SCOLA was at те тен game іп the adjoining 
room on the second floor. 







2  ]said that JOHN RIZZO, who is a b7C 
partner of BILL COVELLI, was convicted of gambling in i 
Lake and Cook Counties, Illinois, believed near Highwood, 
Illinois, several years ago under a fictitious name. 


[advised that[ rrr is another 
gambler who is former bar manager of the Italian American 
Club in Kenosha and now works with JOHN RIZZO, RALPH - b6 


MASARA, AL DE CESARO and "WEISER" COVELLI in yanblin Bae 





where he handles all sporting events bets. | 


— one RALPH MASARA as bé 
associated wi DE CESARO and being well known gamblers b7C 
4n horse book operations in Kenosha. He said that MASARA 

has handled the book at the Yagabond Club, Chick's Bar, 

Gino's Bar, where he had part of the take, Mr. Z's Bar, 

where he also had part of the take, and at the Desert Inn, 
where he also had part of the take. “іп regard to these 

latter three bars, where MASARA had a part of the take, 


Т NE О that the ‘proceeds of these places 
“were Split with JOHN RIZZO and BILL COVELLI. 


2 hdvised that MASARA and DE CESARO `: 
were "tops" in gambling at Kenosha until RIZZO and COVELLI :,.. 
stepped into the picture and, when this happened, these 


four individuals sectioned Kenosha for ei 
i added Н анаган 
prints baseball and 







other sporting event cards 
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and these cards are then distributed to RIZZO, BILL COVELLI, 
MASARA and DE CESARO, who in turn give them to their runners 
for distribution in the Kenosha area for betting purposes. 


| [.— — — [advised that or ESEA of the | 
. Morgan Furniture Company, is a well known bookie and much in 


debt to JOHN RIZZO and BILL COVELLI, and has taken up making 
book at Steve'!'s Bar, Vic's Tavern and the Club 6 on the 


no osha. Another in debt to COVELLI and RIZZO 
is о” Winthrop Harbor, Illinois, where 
he is а contractor in the "B & B Lounge" at 
Winthrop Harbor. Stated that CHARLES COSENTINO 


. is a well known local gambler and barber at 56th and 22nd 
Avenue, where he now runs his own shop, and is an old time 


west side hoodlum and v close personally to JOHN RIZZO -> 
2 and BILL COVELL aid that COSENTINO is likewise 
very close to the Kenosha Police 


Department. | 


On December 31, 1962 MI T-1 advised that RIZZO's 
craps game and poker gambling games are still operating 
regularly on Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights of each week- 
end. Informant said that none of the gamblers that attend 
the sessions are from Illinois but are from Milwaukee and 

the southeastern part of Wisconsin, as the Illinois gamblers 
want no part of going into Wisconsin. 


AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


On January 11, 1963 MI T-2 advised SA' JOHN Н. 
GASSAWAY that, in respect to ANTHONY JOSEPH BIERNAT, à 
juke box operator at Kenosha who was abducted forcibly by 


three assailants at approximately 10:15 PM on January 7, 1963, 


it was very possible that BIERNAT was treading on WILLIAM 
COVELLI's or FRANK BALISTRIERI's toes as both of them are 
in the juke box business. T-2 pointed out that COVELLI 

is also а partner of JOHN RIZZO in the latter's craps game . 
in Kenosha, in which FRANK BALISTRIERI has an interest, 

and BALISTRIERI may very well have.an interest in COVELLI's 
juke box business as well. Т-2 said that ‘BIERNAT may have 
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been "hit" by the Milwaukee outfit to be held in some farm 
house or other out of the way place until BIERNAT. agreed 

` to whatever demands they might make to get a cur in ate 
juke box business. 


MI T-2 advised that düring the week of 
December 24, 1962 JOHN RIZZO, of Kenosha, had contacted 
STEVE DE SALYO and JOE GURERA ‘dn Milwaukee to get an okay 
from the BALISTRIERI outfit to take over Racine and Kenosha 
for payoffs to the outfit. Informant said the BIERNAT 
incident very possibly may be an outgrowth of this deal, 
Т-2 said that on Friday, January 4, 1963, RIZZO, BILL 
COVELLI and a man known only as "AL," who works at RIZZO's 
craps game in Kenosha, came to Milwaukee and met STEVE 
DE SALVO and JOE GURERA, supposedly ‘to obtain a new bank- 
roll, but it may very possibly have had волен: to do 
with ' ANTHONY BIERNAT. 


On January 13, 1963 MI Т-2 advised he had 
learned that JOHN RIZZO had a big piece of COVELLI's juke 
box business and also owns a big piece of a juke box 
‘business in Racine, Wisconsin. Informant also said that 
evidently RIZZO and BILL COVELLI are not too concerned over 
the BIERNAT incident as they ran their craps game at. 

Kenosha as usual on Friday night, January 11, 1963. 


Оп January 18, 1963 МІ Т-2 advised that rumors 
were circulating іп Milwaukee that the BALISTRIERI wanted 
to take over BIERNAT’s juke box business, and that they are 
planning to take over everything in Kenosha and Racine 
Counties, Wisconsin. Т-2 stated that the individual ^. 
known as "AL," who accompanied RIZZO and BILL COVELLI to 
Milwaukee some weeks ago, works for RIZZO in the craps 
game in Kenosha and is an Italian around 60 years of age, 
tall and thin, with grey hair and wears glasses. МІ Т-2 
added that RIZZO and COVELLI have been in the juke box 
business for several years, and they also have a piece of _ _ 
an import and export business with an кина whose last ‚а 
лаше позва" | 
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| On January 25, 1963 MI T-2 advised he had 
learned that STEVE DE SALVO and JOE GURERA, of Milwaukee, 
were talking about possibly kílling someone and then 
started discussing possible ways of getting rid of the 
man's body, They indicated the best solution was to dig а 
hole, put the body in ít and put quick líme over the body 
and then cover it up. Informant also said. that the talk 
in Milwaukee was that RIZZO was going to operate his 
е аи ана, again on Friday, January 25, 1963, at 
enosha. · | 


О On January 28, 1963 MI T-5 advised SA. LEWIS 
GREY BROCKMAN that he would consider one "WEEZER" COVELLI 

l as a possible suspect in the disappearance of ANTHONY ` 
BIERNAT at Kenosha. He stated that COVELLI's father, 
"RED" COVELLI, used to work for the CAPONE gang during 
the 1930's and was killed in Kenosha many years ago. MI 
Т-5 said that COVELLI was supposed to have been an 
officer in the U, S. Army during World War II, and he 
has been active in gambling activities in Kenosha. since 
World War II. Informant also stated that. COVELLI is а 
very close friend of Chief of Police STANLEY HAUKEDAHL, of 
Kenosha. He said that COVELLI hangs out. at the Greco 
Restaurant on 22nd Avenue and 56th. Street a lot of the | 
time and quite often has dinner there with Chief of Police 
HAUKEDAHL. | 


МІ Т-5 said that COVELLI has been out of town 
with Chief HAUKEDAHL оп occasion. | 


| MI T-5 added that COVELLI is extremely active 
| | in the Kenosha. gambling picture, and that HAUKEDAHL knows 
gambling is going on in Kenosha. Informant said that, in 
| | his opinion, he feels sure Chief HAUKEDAHL is being paid 
off. МІ T-5 said that COVELLI knows just about everything 
that is going on in the Italian element around Kenosha, 
! and that COVELLI has been said to be the one a person must 
! contact if a person plans on opening any gambling joint | 
i . in Kenosha. and hope to stay in business. МІ T-5 added that 
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from his own experience in operatíng а gambling joint in. 
Kenosha, there was, no difficulty as long as it was an | 
isolated group. МЇ Т-5 іп this regard said that during the 
latter part of 1962 he contacted COVELLI. regarding opening a 
.gambling game and was advised that all profits could go to 

MI T-5 provided COVELLI could be guaranteed $300 per week. 
Informant said that COVELLI is a коза карр 

and race track bookie. 

MI T-5 said it was also his belief that the FBI 
would. not receive full cooperation from the Kenosha Police 
Department in the BIERNAT case inasmuch as the Kenosha 
Police Department is paid otf by gamblers and small time 
hoods in кепозпа; 


On January 29, 1963] 
Milwaukee Police Department, advised SA ALBERT B. KNICKREHM ^'^ 
that he has am informant who. advised him that JOHN RIZZO | 
ha on Saturday night, January 
f 







26, 1963, in which 
amount of money, and that 
Department was in attendance 


; ` On Fébruary 1, 1963 MI T-2 advised SA KNICKREHM 
that BILL COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO. have been coming to | 
Milwaukee almost every Tuesday to see STEVE DE SALVO or . 
JOE GURERA. Informant stated that on or about January 3 
1963 COVELLI, RIZZO and a man named "AL" (believed possibly 
AL ALBANA, also known as "CADILLAC AL") accompanied JOE 
GURERA, STEVE DE SALVO, FRANK BALISTRIERI and BUSTER 
BALESTRERE to the Harlem Globe Trotters basketball game in | 
Milwaukee. After the game, they returned to Gallagher's | 
in Milwaukee. | | 


Оп February 3, 1963. MY T-2 advised SA GASSAWAY 
that information was recently learned, ANTHONY BIERNAT handled 
a book in Kenosha and, accordingly, the latter may have very 
possibly been. shaken down by DE SALVO and GURERA for weekly 
payments to the outfit for operating a book in Kenosha. 


! : f 
t D 


the Kenosha Police 
S game. 
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MX T-2 advised that previous information existed that. some 
of the gamblers іп Kenosha had been contacted by DE SALVO. 
and GURERA for this purpose, 
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February 12, 1963 | | | 


Title WILLIAM COVELLI 


1 


Character INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 


Reference Report of SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, Jr., 
d dated and captioned as above, at 
Milwaukee. | 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. | | 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Jt is the property 


of the FBI and із loaned to your agency: {t.and Ив contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency, i 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 
Post Office Box 663 
In Reply, Please Refer to Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin 


File Мо. 162-49 





February 12, 1963 


WILLIAM COVELLI 
INTERSTATE GAMBLING 
ACTIVITIES 


МІ Т-1 is a source closely acquainted with the 
various members of the gambling element in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin for Many years. 


MI T-2:is a ‘Milwaukee hoodlum who is closely associated 

with gamblers апа other hoodlums in the Milwaukee area, 

‘element, and 25 aware of their current illegal 
activities. 


‘MI T-5 is a Milwaukee gambler who is personally 
acquainted with а number of individuals in the 
gambling element in Kenosha, Wisconsin and is 
aware of their Current illegal activities in that 
area. 
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Date: 2/22/63 


бы the following in ——— —AIRTEL А 
(Туре in plain text or code) 


| 
lis | AIRMAIL | | 
(Priority or Method of Moiling) | 





ЖЫР Дань ықы sume ба» Sam орай МЫ ын жәна nA ES нық» Umum . aM had Ұлты “ыты abe Шир res umm мына dA эы» шім mum Russ Gua iun Cae Ұлты RU JUR ЭИ Жәй ИНА аЬ жз  -— мын том ia жән AMD ына Ve жән 1. ама тыз жы duse dua қан due елша + 
To: Director, FBI (162-777) 
From: SAC, Milwaukee (162-49) P 


Subject: WILLIAM COVELLI Ж 
ака 
ІСА 


OO: Milwaukee 


ReBUairtel to Milwaukee, 2/13/63, captioned "JOSEPH FRANK GURERA, 
aka, AR," BUfile 92-4690, requesting weekly summar airtel on 
captioned Subject, to be followed by initial report by 3/1/63. 


In connection with captioned matter it is noted a current report 
was prepared and submitted to the Bureau.on 2/12/63 by SA WILLIAM 
J. HIGGINS, Jr., at Milwaukee. | 


Subject COVELLI is associated with JOHN CHARLES RIZZO in the "сгарв" 
and poker gambling game held at 2207 - | et, Kenosba, | 
Wisconsin, which site, according to 2/8 and 16/63 

in contact with SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY, did not open on the weekends 
of 2/2, 9 and 16/63 apparently in cooperation with Chief of Police 
STANLEY С. HAUKEDAHL, PD, City of Kenosha, who һе14-а conference 
with various gamblers in Kenosha during the week of January 28, 
1963, ordering their cessation of gambling activities. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU or INVSSTIGATION 
REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 
MILWAUKEE MILWAUKEE 3/1/63 2/6-18/63 
TITLE OF CASE Ü Е REPORT MADE BY | “TYPED BY 
| SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, JR. eak 
WILLIAM COVELLI, aka "CHARACIER OF CASE OO pem 
ІСА 
REFERENCE 
1- Report of SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, Jr., 2/12/63, Milwaukee. 
N Milwaukee airtel to Bureau 2/22/63. 
2р 
ENCLOSURES TO BUREAU (2): Original and one copy of letterhead 
memo reflecting characterizations 
of informants utilized in thi 
report. | | 
LEADS 


MILWAUKEE 


At Kenosha, Wis. 


(1) Will in course of investigation consider attempt to 
secure permission of Subject to take polygraph test and attempt 
to develop areas wherein recommendation for survey for institution 





geniis са - 
Ça 


| Resale | “TIN CHARGE Н | ро NOT ware IN SPACES BELOW 
COPIES MADE: : iin i | ma | 
Ж” А : РТ / 2). | nel R C- 120 
| 3:5 Bureau (162-777) (Engs-e72Y (RM) 122177 Z- 2 | 
1 ~ USA, Milwaukee | 10 MAR 4 1963 т? 
БС 


3 -'Milwaukee (162-49) 











F 





| REQUEST RECD.. 


| DATE FWD. "alba 





10r 763244) 






бШ#18 3° "77777 











MI 162-49 


of highly confidential sources may be made. 


(2) Will continue efforts ‘to identify Subject 
as being involved in gambling and other racket activities, 
with view to ascertaining whether engaged in violation 

' of laws of US. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


| Бега by airtel to Milwaukee dated 2/13/63 

captioned, "JOSEPH FRANK GURERA, aka, AR," Bufile 92-4690, 
identified WILLIAM COVELLI, of Kenosha, Wis, , as one of 
several hoodlums on whom the Milwaukee Office was directed | 

to open intensive investigation and submit weekly summary 
airtels and also submit a report thereon to reach Bureau . 

by 3/1/63. Will also PRSE AI оп а 30 day basis 

| without fail. | 


4 a | INFORMANTS 
Identity Location: 


отТ-244 | . | MI 92-164-161,164 . > 
| T 


| T-6 is | МІ 92-255-38 mae 
| (requested) um NT | 
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Copy to: l - USA, Milwaukee і 
Report of: SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, JR. office: MILWAUKEE 
Dote: | 3/1/63 ЕС 
Field Office, File No.: MI 162-49 ' . Buteav File Noa 162-777 
Title .. WILLIAM COVELLI ae ls 
| | ' bé 
DC 
Character: INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES s Г 
Synopsis: AE MI T-6 advised, 2/6/63 that contínuous gambling games 


are run, in Kenosha, Wis. by RIZZO and Subject, with. 
big games run particularly on Wednesday and Sunday 
а е was in business 
in cigarette 
vending machine business. МІ Т-2 advised 2/8/63 that 
RIZZO's gambling game operated on. week-end. of 1/26/63 
but did not open on week-end of 2/2/63 apparently due 
to Chief of Police HAUKEDAHL, Kenosha PD, having a 
meeting with gamblers in Kenosha prior to that date 
and had ordered gambling ended. Т-2 also stated on 
2/16/63 that RIZZO was not going to operate his game 
that week-end in. Kenosha, Wis. . 
‚1 Я 
‚= Р = 


5 
i қ 


| DETAILS: АТ KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 





i 
i 


| A Qn February 5 1967" Mi "1-6 advised, SA JOHN А, HOLTZMAN 
that Subject WILLIAM COVELLI was in тс b6 
in a ciparette vending machine route. b7C 

, in Kenosha. | | mE 


. MI T-6 advised he is certain. T€ is something wrong 
with the Kenosha Police Department. based mainly on the fact 
that gambling and prostitution are so flagrant and wide open 
in the city, He stated, for example, that: he knows there are 
continuous gambling games run by ЧОН 220- and BILL COVELLI 
at the place located next to Greco's Restaurant, on' 56th Street, 

| near 22nd Avenue, Kenosha. Не saíd further that upstairs above 
i Dante's Bar, on p2ng Street, —Ó was a gambling spot and, in 
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fact, had noticed that on the previous night, at about 
4:00 "АМ, there apparently was а big game going on there. 
Informant said this is run by one "COOKIE" SCOLA and із. 
not a friendly type game but a house game. Informant said 
that Wednesday and Sunday nights are when the big games 
are reportedly held in Kenosha, Wisconsin. 


-6 also said that, in regard to Chief о 

Police этаў океани, Һе believed the Chief drequeited 
improper types places as far as his being Chief of Police 
‘was concerned. He pointed out that, while gambling was 
going on next-door at RIZZO's and COVELLI's, the Chief used ` 
to stop daily at Gerolmo's Bar for his martinis after work. 
He also said that he has received information that Chief 
HAUKEDAHL is president of a key club, and tbat some Kenosha 





Judges аге also members of this club, and gambling is carried 


on аё this club. 

. МІ T-6 dando 4454468 һе knows — (€ that 
STEVE DE SALVO and BUSTER BALESTRERE approximately two to 
three years ago were close associates of FRANK BALISTRIERI 
and they brought money back and forth between Milwaukee and 
Kenosha to finance the craps game run in Kenosha by RIZZO 
and Subject COVELLI, who used to come into Gallagher's in 
Milwaukee quite regularly on Monday night to pay off. 





AT MILWAUKEE WISCONSIN 
чейн ору t еә, 
| On February 8, 1963 MI T-2 advised SA JOHN Н. 
GASSAWAY that he had learned through sources ANTHONY J, 
BIERNAT, of Kenosha, Wisconsin, during the summer of 1962. 
had taken some bets in Milwaukee and was considered to bea 
bookie in Kenosha although informant does not know the 
, place RON where BIERNAT was booking, | 


“МІ T-2 also advised that RIZZO's gambling game 
at Kenosha was closed over the week-end of February 2, 1963 
but had been open on the week-end before that оп January 
26, 1963, Informant said the closing down of the game by 














Мї 162-49 


RIZZO was apparently the result of a report of a meeting 
by Chief HAUKEDAHL in Kenosha prior to February 2, 1963 


with gamblers there wherein Chief MAUKEN SNL GOET 9A all 
gambling to cease, 


On February 16 and 18, 1963 MI T-2 advised SA 
GASSAWAY that. RIZZO had not planned and definitely did not 
operate on the week-end of February 26, 1963 for the reason 
that Chief HAUKEDAHL in Kenosha had told all of the раар 
to єтөзе апа SERY closed for the time being. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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-File Noo 162-49 





March 1, 1963 


Title WILLIAM COVELLI 


Character INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 


Reference Report of SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, Jr., 
dated and captioned as above, at 
Milwaukee. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
аге concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. ! 





This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and Its contents are not to be distributed outside 


your agency, sis ; 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Post Office Box 663. 
In Reply, Please Refer to Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin 
File №. 162-49: 





March 1, 1963 


WILLIAM COVELLI | 
INTERSTATE.GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 


МІ T-2 is a Milwaukee hoodlum who is closely 
associated with gamblers and other hoodlums in | 
the Milwaukee area, particularly with those in pud 
the Italian-American. element, and is aware of | | 
their current illegal activities. 


MI T-6 is..closely 
associated. with a number of 
‘Kenosha gamblers, particularly those of the 


Italian-American: element, and he has ‘knowledge 
of their present illegal activities in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin. , 


This document contains neither recommendations 

nor conclusions of the FBI. 1% is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 

your agency. 
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(Type in plain text or code) | 
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| То: Director, FBI (162-777) 
From: SAC, Milwaukee (162-49) P 


Subject: ы ыен Qhoventt , aka 


ОО: Milwaukee 
WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


-ReMilwaukee airtel to Bureau 2/22/63. 


On 2/26/63, 7 advised that Subject BILL COVELLI and JOHN 
CHARLES RIZZO of Kenosha, Wisc., visited Milwaukee on Saturday, 
2/23/63, and spent a good part of the evening with FRANK PETER 
Informant said COVELLI appeared 
to be scared and that BALISTRIERI advised them that they would: have 


BALISTRIERI: at Fazio's Restaurant. 


to lay low for six months or so, 


On 2/27-28/63 and 3/1/63, spot checks conducted of COVELLI's 
residence at 7827 - 36th Ave., Kenosha, reflected COVELLI was 
staying close to his home and/or was visiting Greco's Restaurant, 
2209 - 56th St., Kenosha, which is also the listed address of 
COVELLI's Kenosha Yending Company business operation.  COVELLI 
currently is driving a 1963 Dodge Dart, white in color, 1963 Wisc. 
license E 84-821, registered to the Kenosha Vending Co. with 
address given of his home at 7827 - 36th Ave, 
garage was old model Rambler, 1963 Wisc. license С 84-549 registered 
to ELEANORE V, COVELLI, same home address. 
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Via AIRTEL | AIR MAIL | 
| | : (Priority or Method of Mailing) | 
EEE Эллен даны A ---.......-............... аылысы ыалы a Шы SESE ENT 
To: DIRECTOR, FBI (162-777) 
From: SAC, MILWAUKEE (162-49) (P) 


Ш// Subject: WILLTAM COVELL, aka. 
A 
00: Milwaukee 


WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 3/1/63. 


On 3/7/63 ALBERT ALBANA, residing at 3029 - 52nd Street, Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, and himself subject of Milwaukee case entitled 
"ALBERT ALBANA, aka., AR" Milwaukee File 92-316, was inter- 
viewed at Kenosha, Wisconsin by Bureau Agents and denied being 
involved in апу way with the BIERNAT abduction and killing, Не 
also denied knowing or recognizing the photographs of STEVE DE 
SALVO, JOE QURERA, FRANK PETER BALISTRIERI and GUS MANIACI, 
ALBANA also denied visiting at Milwaukee, Wisconsin in December, 
1962 or of having on January 4, 1963 in company with JOHN RIZZO 
and WILLIAM COVELLI visited at BALISTRIERI's Gallagher's 
Restaurant and attended the Harlem Globetrotters basketball 
exhibition that evening in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  ALBANA also 
refused to discuss the nature of his associations with either ( 





COVELLI or RIZZO at Kenosha and refused to divulge his income 
and earnings as well as the source thereof, Не also refused 
to discuss his knowledge of the activities, legitimate or othe 
Wise, of either COVELLI or RIZZO and refused to discuss the 
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FBI 


Date: 





(Type in plain text or code) 


Priority or Method of Mailing) | 
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matter of gambling being conducted: next door to Greco's Res- 
taurant in Kenosha. Іп respect to DOMINIC PRINCIPE, ALBANA 
sald:he considers himse а good friend of PRINCIPE!s and ig 
the 

ALBANA said it has been.a couple of weeks since ne contacted 
PRINCIPE and could not recall having visited him at the 
PRINCIPE home within any more recent date. ‘ALBANA also re- 
fused to execute a waiver for a polygraph examination until 
such time as he could contact his lawyer. 


ADDIOVed unu ы O cee eM. Рег 


Special Agent in Charge 
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (162-777) 7 


med) ы SAC, MILWAUKEE (162-49) - P- 
2 WILLIAM COVELLI, aka 
IGA 


00: Milwaukee 


ч Оп 3/13/63, Detective 


Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 3/15/63. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


etext call to JOHN.RIZZO's 
Racin Wisconsin and asked for 


RIZZO. She said she had heard from the night 
before and they told her they were in Amarillo, Texas and would 


be leaving the next day for Las Vegas, Nevada 
COVELLI and his wife were with them. She said 
had left Racine, Wisconsin on 3/10/63, and she was 


expecting them back in 10 or 12 Заув 1 from the 3/13 date and she 


expected that would-be around 3/25/63 


‘Detective stated that 
have possibly "fibbed" regardin 
would be more likely that 
меге аб some city other than w 


any activity 








gh 
location but it 
nig ave told her they 
epe they were actually staying 
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to avoid directi insolvins[- a any manner with 
И be engaged in. 


Um 


8/63, 


She stated 
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оп 3/18/63,[  —  ]aávised he had heard tnat[ | 
a Milwaukee gambler, was down in Hot Springs, Ark. and 
was supposed to meet JOHNNY RIZZO and BILL COVELLI there on 


that same day. They were planning to bet оп a "fixed horse race" 


at Oakland Park on 3/18/63. 


“ы 
Оп 3/19/63, Agents of the Milwaukee Offlce observed 
JOHN RIZZO's two cars located іп RIZZO!s closed garage at 1906 
Emmertson Road, Racine County, Wisconsin. 


BILL COVELLI's car has not been observed in the 
Kenosha, Wisconsin area and it may indicate that COVELLI's car, 
а 1963 Dodge Dart, Wisconsin license E84-821 was used to travel 
to Hot Springs, Ark. 
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MI 162-49. 


Spot checks at BILL COVELLI's. residence,. 7827 36th 
Avenue, Kenosha, have failed to indicate апу .adivity or 


presence of other than а black Ramble 1963 ‘Wisconsin 
P ciserationl - — jpeloneins co 


Kenosha, Wisconsin. i 
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Via — AIRTEL | ож AIR MATL | 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 
EMEN рр 
То: DIRECTOR, ЕВІ (162-777) 
Ё From: SAC, "ms (162-49) (P) ; 
Subject: WILLIAM" COVELLI, aka. 
IGA bE 
OO: Milwaukee b7 


WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 3/22/63. 


On 3/25/63 a spot check of WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI's residence, °° 

7827 - 36th Avenue, Kenosha, Wisconsin, disclosed а 1959 Chevrolet ^'* 

Impala sport coupe, white color, 1963 Wisconsin Registration No, 
parked on the driveway close to COVELLI'!s house, There 

were no other cars in the area and no unusual activity was noted, 

A check was made with the Kenosha County Sheriff's Office and 


they advised that the above vehicle is registered tol | a 
Wisconsin. e Kenosha 

City Directory sts 

Gerolmo Whotesale Beverage Company, 2211 - 56th Street, Kenosha, 


Wisconsin, which is located adjacent to Greco's Restaurant, 2209 
56th Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin, 


are close associates of BILL COVELLI, 


On 3/26/63 Bureau Agents observed a Rambler, black, 1963 Wisconsin 
Registration No, 084-549, parked close to the garage door at 
COVELLI!s residence, which car is registered to ELEANOR COVELLI, 
Immediately in back of this vehicle was another black Rambler, bc 


b7C 


G- Bureau (162-777) (RM-AM) REC- 42 / 2 4 - 77 - f s 


"9 Milwaukee (162-49) | 


1963 Wisconsin Registration No,|| | which is registered to 
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On 3/27/63 ELEANOR COVELLI'!s car was parked in the same location 
as noted on 3/26/63 and there were no other vehicles in the area 
and no activity was noted, 


pon-a/28,63| снаа ка 25958 identity), 


Kenosha, Wisconsin, advised Bureau Agents that she was 

b6 
b7C 
b7D 





stated that she has known BILL "WEISER" COVELLI 


since 1951 and thinks th os Angeles 
California, where he has 


stated that BILL COVELLI!s mother is living at 
the 7827 - 36th Avenue,address with BILL and ELEANOR COVELLI. BG 
She also advised that Mrs, LOUIS GRECO, SR., wife of the pro- b7C 
prietor of Greco's Restaurant, has been staying with WEISER's b7D 
mother for the past two weeks due to Mrs, COVELLI being sick. 








stated that WEISER COVELLI is a partner| | |] 


in the Kenosha Vending Compan 5611 - 22nd ue nd 
approximately! |years old, is 


for Kenosha Vending Company. 


stated that on February 18, 1963 she and her 
attended a party at Dante's Bar, 3029 
52nd Street, Kenosha, ief of Police 
STANLEY HAUKEDAHL and Kenosha Police 
Department, WEISER COVELLI, CARL "COOKIE" SCOLA, AL "CADILLAC 
AL" ALBANA, — — Јава several other gamblers, all from 
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nd 
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party, She stated that Chief HAUKEDAHL and 
were sitting with WEISER COVELLI the better 
part of the evening. 









stated that 
K ha V Company, state that he had 


told that unless he placed 


WEISER COVELLI "s , е box and cigarette vending machines 
| would not r lease at the tavern 
address, e also stated tha a ncluded the business of 


stated that sometime in December, 1962, prior to. 
Christmas, WEISER COVELLI gave her a thick envelope which was the 
size of paper money and he instructed her to give the envelope 
to a man, identity unknown, who was to appear іп Greco's Restaur- 
and later on that same day, She also stated that а man whom she 
thought was named| H something similar, came to Greco?s 
Restaurant that evening and asked for the envelope from WEISER. 
She gave the man the envelope and while this man was at Greco's 
Restaurant he either called or received a call from Waukegan, 
Illinois, She stated that she did not know this man and has 
never seen him since this event, She also stated that WEISER 
COVELLI did not show any recognition of this man as he picked 
up the envelope or when he walked past COVELLI as he left the 
restaurant, 


On 3/28/63 a spot check of WEISER COVELLI*s home disclosed that 
һе and his wife, ELEANOR, arrived home at 10:22 p.m. in a white 
1963 Dodge Dart, 


on зов) епова County 
Sheriff!s Office, made a pretext telephone call to COVELLI's 
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home and ELEANOR COVELLI advised him that WEISER COVELLI was at 
the doctor’s and would not'be home until late afternoon, 


Sont us ышы M Рег 





Approved: | 
Special Agent in Charge 
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REFERENCES 


/ Report of.SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, Jr., 3/1/63, Milwaukee; 
i Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 3/1/63; 
E Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 3/8/63; 
Milwaukee teletype to Bureau, 3/11/63; 
ж Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 3/15/63; 
Milwaukee airtel to Little Rock and Las Vegas, 3/16/63 (ІО); 
Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 3/22/63; 
Chicago letter to Milwaukee, 3/22/63 (10) ; 
Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 3/29/63 
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Original and one copy of letterhead memorandum reflecting 
characterization of informants utilized in this report. 
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| LEADS 
" THE MILWAUKEE DIVISION 





At Kenosha, Wisconsin | 
Ls ы 


Will interview Subject at opportune time, concerning his 
f involvement in gambling and other ràcket activities. 





ду =. i | | 

Will continue to develop current activities and associates 

_ of Subject, іп an effort to ascertain whether he is engaged in 
interstate gambling in violation of the laws of the United 
States. 


“ГӘН | 
Will remain in contact wit] =| 


: | | leu E 
"^ АЕ Milwaukee, Wisconsin | 
Will remain in contact wit| ^ | | 
ЗИ ADMINISTRATIVE | | 
The period of this report is extended to include investigation 
conducted at Des Plaines, Illinois on 12/12/62 and. at Chicago 
and Arlington Heights, Illinois on 2/7/63, results of which 
were not available for inclusion in referenced report. 
| 
Information concernin was, furnished рс , 
by Illinois Bell Telephone Co., b7C 
106 West Eastman, Arlington Heights, Illinois. b7D 


Information concerning telephone number TEmple 2-0066 was furnished 
| oni Wisconsin Telephone Company, 
|. Eau Claire, Wisconsin. | | | | | | 


Information regarding identities of subscribers of telephones 
located in Racine, Wisconsin, set forth ín this report, was 
furnished 3/5/63, by Racine Branch, 
Wisconsin Telephone Co., Racine, Wisconsin, and relates to. 
telephone calls charged to OL 2-1390, which is listed to 

= WILLIAM COVELLI, 7827 36th Avenue, Kenosha, Wisconsin. 


INFORMANTS 


u Hw 
COVER, PAGE 
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1 


Identity E | | | | 
МІ Т-1 is| | contacted by SA JOHN Н. GASSAWAY. 


мі T-2 is — —— J prx] lat Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, by SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, Jr. 


MI T-3 asf Kenosha, Wisconsin 
(by request | | | m 


MI T-4is| | contacted by SA JOHN A. HOLTZMAN 


i А i i 


~ сж - 
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бру l - USA, Milwaukee 

Report of BL. dc Office: Milwaukee 

Date: Apr X 9, - E | 

Field Office File No: MI 162-49 | E Bureau File Мол 162-777 

Tate WILLIAM COYELLI 00 | se 5 

Characters INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 

Synopsis: — Results of РЕТИ toll calls charged to Subject, | 


7927 36th Avenue, Kenosha, Wis., obtained. MI T-4 advised 
Subject and RIZZO visited Milwaukee, Wis. on 5 turday, 2/23/63 
and spent а good part of the evening “with FRA ALISTRIERI 
at Fazio's Restaurant. Informant said COVELLI appeared to be 
Scared and that BALISTRIERI advised them they would have to lay 
low for six months or so. МЇ T-1 advised 2/25/63 that gambling 
б! games, operated in Kenosha, Wis. by Subject and RIZZO, are 
not operating due to "heat" from BIERNAT murder and orders of 
Chief' of Police, STANLEY HAUKEDAHL, of Kenosha.  ALBERT ALBANA, 
3029 S2nd Street, Kenosha, Wis. advised on 3/8/63 that he knows 
Subject and RIZZO, but does not know what they do for а living. 
He denied having any affiliation with COVELLI or RIZZO or 
any of their associates. MI T-2, advised 3/11/63 Subject left 
Kenosha 4th or 5th of March and had gone to Hot Springs, Ark. 
and that RIZZO possibly may have gone to the same place. MI 
T-1 advised 3/12/63 that LOUIS GRECO said tbat Subject was 
out town and not available. MI T-1 also advised that 
flew to Hot Springs, Ark. 3/12/63 to meet with 
Subject, who was already there and the two of them were going 
to operate a "book." ., advised 
3/15/63 that RIZZO's 
call by шап from his department, told him that 
| L vere traveling together with Mr. and Mrs. BILL "WEISER" 
a and were due to arrive at Las Vegas, Nev. 3/15/63 and 
be back in Wis, sometime during the following week. i 
, Wis., advised 
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This document contains neither коне а» пог conclusions of the FBI, It is the property мы the FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and 


its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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ПЕЕ 2 
Racine 
P.D., provided explanation of telephone toll са charged 


to Subject's telephone, OL 2-1390, Kenosha, Wis. MI T-3 

advised 3/28/63 that Subject and RIZZO were out of town and 
had been gone several weeks.  Informan 
had gone al. to visit 













Anonymous call received 3/20/63 at Kenosna, stating 
that Subject was in company with Chief of Police HAUKEDAHL on 
evening of 3/29/63 at Gerolmo's Tavern, 2201 56th Street, | 

osha, Wis. I T-3 also advised that COP HAUKEDAHL and | 
were in attendance 2/18/63 at a party 

attended by all of the Kenosha gamblers at Dante's Tavern,. 

‚ 3029 52nd Street, Kenosha, Wis. 0 | 


~am р am i у | "E 
DETAILS: | 
At Chicago, Illinois 


also stated that Subject 
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ол... 2/7/63  ,, Árlington Heights, 1113 16%. Chicago 162-277. 
BA sudo! | Date dictated 2/12/63 


by 
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MI 162-49 | 
Са 162-277 | 


Qn December 12, 1963| .—— — 1 


DeePlaines prone E ы e Bt, Je ЭЗЕ J nc S, 


p d 
—— lM каға has been in 


e since 1955. 


He ің 39 ‘years of age, | idren 
dn 1957, had lived for 8 years at Illinois, 
| address in 1957. | | 
|} Не was employed T EN Philip Morris, 
Chicago, in 1955; by the Nat Louis, 


‚ Missouri, for one year in 1960. Recently he has been a selfi- 
euployed vendor, ы-і ana out of his 
Arlington Heights address, | | | 













eg reflect three traffic WACre Teeny Гөр 
since 1939. 


NEN On February 12, 1969, Detective]  — ЕГЕР 
C a Heights, Illinois, Police Department, advise 
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Informat 
was furnished by 


Telephone Company, : 


Illinois. 
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At Eau Claire, Wisconsin 





The following investigation was conducted by SA THOMAS J. GRAHAM: 


On February 27, 1963,  —— 1 1 1 1 1 à — [Wisconsin 
Telephone Co., advised that telephone number TEmple 2-0066 
is listed to the Variety Vending Co Road, Eau | b6 
| j tha ás listed to Т 
Wisconsin. 
of the Variety 


ca 


aer 






















Stated that 
ng Co. 





en 


Northwestern 

had а very good 

was approximately 
the Variety 


On February 27, 1963, 
Credit Bureaus, advised that 
credit rating with his b а 
35 years of age and was 





Vending Co, Не said he һай а recor e 1950, and : 

that | — fhas always maintained a good credit rating. Не ur 
said had the reputation of being a good, hard-working oe, | 
man and a good businessman, |  _|stated that] |35 1 


married to 

а төк...  jJWisconsin.| «^» | 
also advised that| [lis the| |— | |^  ] of Hollywood, 
Florida. He advised j[iírom the Wisconsin 
State College at Eau Claire, Wisconsin. Wis file contained 

nothing unfavorable concerning| ] or the Variety Vending 

Co. | | | 

—Á s that the Variety Vending Co. is engaged in b6 
the business of distributing vending machines which dispense b7C 
drinks of various types, candy, etc. He stated that the Variety 
Vending Co. is apparently in good shape financially. 


On March 8, 19629,|[ | | | . lRecords Bureau, Eau Claire 
Police Department, advised the records of that department contained 
no record of arrest 


On March 8, 1963, 1] Jamieson and Company, Stock 


brokers, advised he was formerly associated wi 

in the vending and candy business, and he kne 

at that time. Не said had the reputation for being a 
hard worker and a very reputable individual in t He 
stated he knew of nothing unfavorable concerning 


i 
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Date _March 14, 1963 


ALBERT ALBANA, also: known as "Cadillac А1" was interviewed on. 
March 7,.1963 and was advised that he did not have to make any 
Statements, that any statements he made could be used against > 
aps in a court of law and that he had the right. to consult an 
attorney. | | 


ALBANA. advised that he was born February 1, 1901 in New: York 
City and that he has been a resident of Kenosha, Wisconsin for 

. about 46 years, having come to Kenosha from New York City. Не 
advised that with regard to his employment he. had a fox and 
mink ranch in.Benton Township, Illinois shortly after arriving. 
in Кеповһа. Не advised that when World War II started he was. 
asked to work in a defense plant because of his age and he. went: 
to work at. the Kaiser Shipyards, Swan Island, Portland, Oregon, 
where he was employed from about 1942 to 1944. He stated that 
he arrived back in Kenosha, Wisconsin in about 1944 and since. 
‘that time: ‘has been employed.at J. I. Case Company in Racine, 
Wisconsin, Nash, Kenosha, Wisconsin, апа Simmons Mattress in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, He stated. that because of his health he 
has.had no employment for the past five or six years and that. 
he lives off, of his wife's income, adding that his wife.works 
at American Motors, a | 


He stated that he was arrested in 1929 on.a bootlegging charge. 
and'wags sentenced in Federal Court to serve a term of 13 months 
which he served at the House of Correction in Milwaukee County, 
Wisconsin,  He.advised that he has been arrested on several 
other occasions but was not.convicted. He declined to name 

the dates that. he was arrested and also the charge for which. , | 
ee arrested since he was not convicted of any of these 

. charges, зе ` DE 


He.advised that at the present time he is having marital dif-. 
ficulty and that he only spends three or four nights a week at 
home, Не stated that his marital difficulties stem from the | 
fact that his present wife is going through her change of life 
and is very difficult to get along with. When asked where he 
was. spending the remaining days of each week he declined to 
answer and when. he was asked by the interviewing Agents if he 
was spending this time at Dante's Bar he stated "Well, if you: 
know the answer, why did you ask." 


їз 





: MI 162-4 
on 31/93 u Kenosha, Wisconsin File g КІ 92-316 
| SAs: WILLIAM J, HIGGINS,. JR., JOHN А, 
by .HOLTZMAN and ALBERT. B KNICKREHM D Date dictated - 3/8/63 . 
This document contains ‘neither recommendations nor ИА of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI = 18 loaned to: 
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ALBANA was asked if it was true that he was employed by JOHN 
RIZZO who operates a gambling game пехб:4оог to Greco's Res- 
taurant. He said he was not so employed. When he was asked 
if it was true that he was employed as a doorman for RIZZO at 
RIZZO's gambling game, he denied that he was so employed. 

When he was asked if he knew JOHN RIZZO he said he did and 
that he has known RIZZO for about five years. He stated that 
he knows. RIZZO only from hanging around Greco's Restaurant | 
and doesn't know what RIZZO does for a living. When he was 
asked if he knew that RIZZO ran a gambling game next door to 
Greco!s Restaurant, he stated that we would have to ask RIZZO ONES 
about that, adding that he doesn't delve into other people's 
personal business. | | 


When ALBANA was asked whether or not he knew DOMINIC PRINCIPE, 56 
he stated that PRINCIPE was a ilonz-time friend of his and the  b7C 
he, ALBANA, was the 
He stated that he has not seen PRINCIPE for about two wee 8, 
adding that PRINCIPE, who is also known to him as "Popeye,' 

has a restaurant. and apartment houses in Lake Zurich, Illinois 
and spends most of his time there, Не stated that PRINCIPE 
comes into Kenosha only on weekends. When he was asked if he 
has been to PRINCIPE's home within the past few weeks he stated 
that he did not recall but added that he has been to PRINCIPE's 
home on at least one occasion since the beginning of the year. 
He advised that PRINCIPE does not associate with the west side 
gang in Kenosha who.all hang out at Greco's: Restaurant from 
time to time, adding that PRINCIPE is busy with his business 

in Lake Zurich, Illinois and works on his home, which he is 
building, in Kenosha, when.he is in Kenosha on weekends. When 
asked if PRINCIPE had anything to do with the murder of ANTHONY 
BIERNAT he stated that he didn't know and added that he didn't 
think so, stating that. PRINCIPE is not that type of an indi- 
vidual, 


When ALBANA was asked whether or not he knew WILLIAM WEISER 
COVELLI he stated that he has known COVELLI all of his life, 
He stated.that:.COVELLI is about ДО years old. When he was 
asked whether he knew. what type of work COVELLI was doing, he 
stated that he does not know what COVELLI does for a living, 
adding that we would have to ask COVELLI about that. When it 
was pointed out to him that he claims to have known COVELLI 
all of COVELLI's life and that having known him that long 1$ 
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was only logical that he should know what COVELLI does for a 
living, he stated that he doesn't delve into the personal 
business of his friends. When he was asked if he knew that 
COVELLI was working at RIZZO's gambling game, he stated: he 
did. not know this. 


He advised that he has absolutely no business affiliation 
with either WILLIAM COVELLI or JOHN RIZZO. He denied that 
he sometimes travels with COVELLI and RIZZO and specifically 
. denied having been in Milwaukee, Wisconsin the last week in 
December of 1962 or:the first week in January of 1963 with 
both RIZZO and COVELLI. When it was pointed out to him that 
we had information from reliable sources. to the effect that 
.he was in Milwaukee to see the Harlem Globetrotters during 
the first week of January, 1963 and in fact was. seen at 
Gallagher's Steak House in the company of RIZZO and COVELLI, 
. he emphatically denied any such association. When he was 
asked- if RIZZO and COVELLI were in Milwaukee the first week 
in January of 1963, he stated he did not know whether or not 
they were, adding that we would have to ask them. Не advised 
that he never heard of Gallagher's Steak House in Milwaukee 
and also never heard of the Talk of the Town in Milwaukee. 
He stated that he could not even recall when he was in Mil- 
waukee the last time. 


He was shown photographs of the following individuals and 
denied knowing or seeing ‘any of these individuals. He also 
denied having any association with any of these individuals: 


FRANK BALISTRIERI | JOE QURERA. 

STEVE DE SALVO І 
BUSTER BALESTRERE 

AUGIE.MANIACI WAUTER 


FRANCIS STELLOH 


ALBANA denied having. апу part in the abduction.and murder of 
ANTHONY BIERNAT, Не also denied having any knowledge of this 
crime, Не advised that he had absolutely no idea who may have 
abducted and murdered BIERNAT nor did he have any idea as to 
why BIERNAT was killed. Не advised that he knew BIERNAT but 
did not know him well, adding that this was a terrible crime. 
When it was pointed out to ALBANA that we had information from 
various sources to the effect that he had participated in this 
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crime, he emphatically, denied this, adding.that our informa- 
tion was incorrect, Не advised that if we would check back 
through his past history we would find that he is not a violent 
man, When he was. asked if he would agree to taking a poly- 
graph test he advised that he would have to consult his at- 
torney first. He added that. after consulting. his. attorney he 
probably would agree to taking. such a test. When he was asked 
to sign a waiver in preparation for taking a polygraph test 

he declined to do so, stating he wanted to consult his at- 
torney first. 


The following description was. taken from interview and obser- 
vation: | 


Name: ALBERT (no middle name) 
ALBANA, also known 88 . 
‚ "Cadillac Al" 


Sex! Male 
X Race: White 
Birth Date: February 1, 1901 
Birth Place: New. York City 
Height: fio" 
Weight: 190 lbs. 
Hair: Brown, graying, receding 
Eyes: Brown, wears glasses 
Scar: 14" scar in hairline 
over left eyebrow _ 
! iceáble) 
First Wife: married 


San Diego, California; 
divorced; one son by this 
e who is named 
does not: know his 
reabouts 











Secom Wife: 








ter AN 
ага a 





step-daugh ITA, 
| о 


Brothers & Sisters: None 
Parents: Deceased 
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At Kenosha, Wisconsin 





On February 26, 1963, MI T-2 advised that Subject, BILL COVELLI, 
and JOHN CHARLES RIZZO of Kenosha, Wisconsin, visited 

Milwaukee on Saturday, February 23, 1963 and spent a good part 

of the evening with FRANK PETER BALISTRIERI at Fazio's Restaurant. 
Informant said COVELLI appeared to be scared and that 

BALISTRIERI advised them that they would have to lay low for "TI 
Six months or so. | 20 


On February 27, 28, 1963 and March 1, 1963, spot checks conducted 
of COVELLI's residence at 7827 36th Avenue, Kenosha, reáíIeCted 
COVELLI was staying close to his home and/or was visiting Greco's 
Restaurant, 2209 56th Street, Kenosha, which, is also the 

listed address of COVELLI's Kenosha Vending Company business 
operation.  COVELLI currently is driving а 1963 Dodge Dart, white 
in color, 1963 Wisconsin license E 84-821, registered to the 
Kenosha Vending Co. with address given of his home at 7827 

36th Avenue. Іп residence garage was old model Rambler, 

1963 Wisconsin license G 84-549, registered to ELEANORE V. 
COVELLI, same home address. 


On February 25, 1963, MI Т-1 advised the craps and poker 
gambling games operated by JOHN CHARLES RIZZO at Kenosha, in 
which Subject COVELLI is associated, are not operating due to 
"heat" from the BIERNAT murder and orders of Chief of Police 
HAUKEDAHL of Kenosha. | | 


On March 11, 1963, MI T-2 advised discreet inquiries conducted 

by him of various patrons interested in craps and poker gambling 
determined there is a small "craps" game being conducted in rear . 
of Friendly Tavern, 6210 14th Avenue, Kenosha, but this is allegedly 
only for the colored element and the West Side Italian crowd is 
not involved. Informant said he also learned BILL "WEISER" COVELLI 
left Kenosha. during the middle of the previous week, possibly 

on the 4th or 5th of March and was said to have gone to Hot 
Springs, Arkansas and tht RIZZO possibly also шау have | 
gone to the same place. Informant also said he learned COVELLI 
has some spot on 27th Avenue, Kenosha, exact address not yet 
learned, where he stores his cigarette machines and also has 

some juke boxes stored, there. | 


On March 12, 1963, MI Т-1 advised he telephoned LOUIS GRECO at 
Greco's restaurant, 2209 56th Street, Kenosha, on March 11, 1963 
and asked to talk to COVELLI or AL ALBANA. GRECO refused to tell 


him where either was but only said they of town and b6 
not available. Informant also said that told him b7C 
he, on 
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March 12, 1963 to meet with COVELLI who was already there and the 
two of them were going to operate a "book" there, 


Spot checks of COVELLI's residence at Кеповһа on March 11-14, 1963. 


failed to locate COVELLI's 1963 Dodge Dart, 1963 Wisconsin 
license E 84-821. 


On March 19, 1963, Chief of Police TERON JENKINS, Racine 





On March 15, 1963, Detective 


Racine, Wisconsin Police Department advised he made a pretext 
call to JOHN RIZZO's E aai E cd Racine, 
peu asked for RIZZO. e said she ha eard from 


the night before and they told her they were in 
Ámarillo, Texas and would be leaving the next day for Las | 
Vegas, Nevada and that BILL COVELLI and his wife were with them. 
She said had left Racine, Wisconsin on 
March 10, and she was expecting them back in 10 or 12 days 
from the March 15 date and expected that would be around 
March 25, 1963. 


Detectivel| | might have possibly 
"fibbed" regardin location but it would bemnore 
likely that might have told her they were at some 
city other than wh tually staying to avoid 
directly involving] iin any manner with any 
activity might be engaged in. | 


On March 18. 1963 —— 1 1 0 0 00 000000 0 0 0 0 0 
Wisconsin, advised that  — ^ 1 1 1 11 j| 


_ ees 
| [BILL "WEISER" COVELLIL | 1. 20 5 5 5050505020. ul 
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рб 
On March 18, 1963, МІ Т-1 advised һе had heard that[ |] ье 
a Milwaukee gambler, was down in Hot Springs, Arkansas and 

was supposed to meet JOHNNY RIZZO and BILL COVELLI there on 

that same day. They were planning to bet on a "fixed horse 

race" at Oakland Park on March 18, 1963. 


On March 28, 1963, MI T-3 advised Bureau agents that he has known pg 


BILL "WEISER" COYELLI since 1951 and thinks that he is currentl po > 
in Los Angeles, California, where he м | 
1 | 

MI T-3 on March 28, 1963, stated that BILL COVELLI's mother 

is living at 7827 36th Avenue, with BILL апа ELEANORE COVELLI, 
Informant also advised that Mrs. LOUIS GRECO, Sr., wife of the 
proprietor of Greco's Restaurant, has been staying with WEISER's 
mother for the past two weeks, due to Mrs. COVELLI's being sick. 


Оп the same date, MI T-3 stated that WEISER COVELLI is a partner b6 
in the Kenosha Vending Compa 511 22nd Avenue DIC 
and that 
| | [Зог the Kenosha Vending Co. 


MI Т-3 stated on March 28, 1963 that on February 18, 1963, 
he attended a party at Dante's Bar, 3029 52nd Street, Kenosha, 
Wisconsin and observed Chief of Police STANLEY HAUKEDAHL and 


Kenosha Police Department, WEISER Я 
COVELLI, CARL "COOKIE" SCOLA, AL “CADILLAC AL" ALBANA, 
and several other gamblers, all from th area, 


at this party. Не stated that Chief HAUKEDAHL 
were sitting with WEISER COVELLI the better part of 
the entire evening. 


-à stated on the same date tbat he overheard | |.  b6 
ыз ы te 


ът ра айа 2" OÓOmpan е 
SLaté that he had told E _ in ; 
. Kenosha, that unless he placed WE R COVELLI's pinball, jukebox 
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and cigar machines in his tavern NN. 
renew the tavoriü vriddress. He a SO У 
that ad included the business of Gecolmo' S Who; 
Liquor Dealership in this statement. 


МІ T-3 further stated on March 28, 1963 that, somet32 
December, 1962, prior to Christmas, WEISER COVELLI left 
thick envelope at Greco's Restaurant, which was about the 


size of paper money, and COVELLI instructed 
[ine envelope to & man whose identity was 
unknown. e stated that when an unidentified man appeared 


at Greco's Restaurant, WEISER COVELLI did not show any . 
recognition of this man as he picked up the envelope or when 
he walked past COVELLI as he left the restaurant. 


At. Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


On February 28, 1963, MI T-4 advised that on Saturday evening, 
February 23, 1963, FRANK BALISTRIERI, JOHN RIZZO and WEISER | 
COVELLI met "at Fazio' S on 5th and talked alone for the most part | 
but for а short time with. LOUIS FAZIO.  COVELLI was described by 
Informant as a "weak sister" and he appeared to be very scared 
on this occasion. During the evening, BALISTRIERI made state- 
ments that the "outfit" was going to lay low for the next 

six months and that, аз а result of the BIERNAT killing, heat 
was coming in from all. over this area, including Kenosha, 
Antioch, Illinois, where the Vernon Hill County Club was located, | 
and even from Elgin, Illinois, resulting in a disgusted attitude 
as to BALISTRIERI's and JOE GURERA's activities in Ў 
BIERNAT. 


On March 12, 1963, MI Т-1 advised he telephoned LOUIS GRECO at 
Greco's Restaurant, 2209 56th Street on March 11, 1963 and 
asked to talk to COVELLI or AL ALBANA. GRECO refused to tell 


him where either was, but only said W out of. town and b 
not avaílable. Informant said that told him b7C 
шшш Scheduled to fly to Hot Springs, Arkansas on March 


| › 1963 to meet with. COVELLI, who was already there and. the. 
two of them were going to-operate a "book." 





1 Ch 


Оп March 18, 1963, MI T-1 advised he had heard that 

a Milwaukee 'gambler, was down at Hot Springs, Arkansas and be 
was supposed to meet JOHNNY RIZZO and BILL COVELLI there on b/c 
that same day.' They were planning to bet on a "fixed horse | 
race" at Oakland Park on March, 18, 1963 | 
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| pets ае was conducted by SA| — | be i 


At Racine, Wisconsin | 
2а March 19, 15€ arch 19, 1963, Detectives| — 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 | 
Racine, Wisconsin Police Department, advised that |: 


in. a | ame individuals which had been obtained BIE 
they had the following information: | | 


is a well EORR attorney and former, United 
States Congressman. 


JOHN C. RIZZO, 1906 Emmertson Road, Racine County, is a known 
gambler and partner of WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI. 


DAVE SHEFT is а known gambler and at one time was reported to 
have had a "piece" of the Kenosha game operated by COVELLI and 
RIZZO at 22nd Avenue and 56th Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin, 


6 
The Nobby Lobby Tavern, 1351 State Street, is also the location 
(a rooming house), reportedly operated by one 

FRANK JOE JANUZZI is believed to have been 
residing at this rooming house for some period of time and JANUZZI 
is а close friend of JOHN C. RIZZO, Kenosha. gambler,  JANUZZI 
is further reported to be a "stick man" at RIZZO's and COVELLI's 
game in Kenosha, and as far as is known JANUZZI has had no 
legitimate employment for some period of time. : 


| JOHN C. RIZZO. < 
| Buc. 


- Ы”! P" " 
1% һа Сада У ЪЫош алу NW 444 


This individual is reported to be thel .—— . — à [JOHN 
RIZZO and is, in fact, 

at one time was reportedly a "stick man" at а "game" in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin. 


STANLEY WOJSZKO, 1741 Franklin Street yas last known to be employed 
by the J. I. Case Company as а laborer 


TN Ше Corner House Restaurant 
up to approximately one year ago. E ea 
a bar k Б7С 
Avenue, 


' and began working at American Motors in Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
rian has come up with regard to possible gambling 
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“when other gambling inquiries had been conducted by the Racine 
Police Department in. the Racine area. 


The firm of Baumblatt and Goodman, attorneys, 429 Main Street, 

is also suspected of having а phone which is used by Attorney 

 DOMENICK М. POSTORINO, and it is believed that POSTORINO has made. | 
ER" со from this phone.  POSTORINO's b6 


bic. 7 


t 


| The Elk's Club at 601 Lake Avenue is a place which has Ап the 

past been suspected of being the hangout of DOMENICK POSTORINO, 
and 4% is believed that he has on occasion used the public 
telephones for possible gambling purposes. The identities of the 
callers are not known to the Special Detail of the Racine Police 
Department. It is to be noted, however, that officers of the 
Elk's Club at Racine, Wisconsin, have publicly declared.in the 
ps their desire to have no one frequent the club who might be 

а professional gambler. 
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M STATES DEPARTMENT S. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
s Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
In Reply, Please Refer to April 5, 


1963 


Title WILLIAM COVELLI 


1 


Character 


‘Reference 


INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 


Report of SA 
captioned and dated as above. 


| All sources (except any lísted below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 


information in the past. 


of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
your agency. 
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This document cóntains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
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File No. 
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оі stares DEPARTMENT OF P , 
|  FEDERAL.BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION _ 





Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


i 
[ 


WILLIAM COVELLI 





INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES. 


The following is а characterization of informants used | o6 
in the report of SA|  — ]| dated and . | b7C 
captioned as above: | | 


MI T-1 is а Milwaukee hoodlum, who is closely associated 
with gamblers and other hoodlums in the Milwaukee area, 
particularly so with those in the Italian-American element 
and is aware of the current illegal activities. 


= a Kenosha source, who is closely associated |__| b7D 
with a number of Kenosha gamblers, particularly 
those of the Italian-American element. . 


I T-3 is a Kenosha source, who is 
| persons closely associated with hoodlums in the / 
Kenosha and Milwaukee area, | | | | 


Milwaukee Italian-American hoodlum element and 
ho still remains in contact with this group. 


; 


-4 is а Milwaukee source of Italian-American origin, | 
екп | 


This document contains neither recommendatíons nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 


your agency; it and its contents are not ito be distributed 
outside your agency, a 
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/ | То: Director, FBI (162-777) 
From: p SAC, Milwaukee (162-49) Р 
Subject: WILLIAMV-COVELLI, aka 





e 





Ф 





IGA 
00: Milwaukee 
Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 3/29/63. 
WEEKLY SUMMARY. A IRTEL 


2 


On 4/1/63, information was received at Кеповһа, Жівс., that an 
anonymous woman had.called the Kenosha Resident Agency 3/30/63 


and advised that Subject was in company of COP STANLEY HAUKEDAHL, 
Kenosha, Wisc., PD, at Geronimo's Tavern, 2201 - 56th St., 
Kenosha, most of the evening on 3/29/63. This meeting was 


apparently just between HAUKEDAHL and COVELLI as no other 


persons were mentioned as being in attendance. 


On 4/1/63,| advised that he had heard nothing further 


regarding current activities or plans to resume gambling 


operations by Subject and RIZZO in Kenosha, Wisc. 


3) Bureau (AM) 4 SB /6- / 7 


в APR g 1563 


l Milwaukee 
ЕХ-112 





Special Agent in Charge 


KTB: bs fate, dii А ы ені 
Gn) ns 
us jou GU 
2 Sig ees ке END дь АИ 
LGL5 3 APR 1/5 190 
Approved: . Sent. — M Рег 
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(Type in plain text о? code) 


уза _ AIRTEL AIR MAIL | 
didi or Method id Mailing) | 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI e әні 
FROM SAC, са case (162-49). - P - 


SUBJECT: WILLIAM COVELLI, aka 
IGA 
00: Milwaukee 


| Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 4/5/63. 
Ч T WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 
| nj e un te vie 


мә ^ On + САЗ ———— s SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that 
JOHN ' REZZO and WILLIAM I were definitel 

on Monday, 3/18/63 where they met 
Whirling, in the ninth race on that date at Oak Lawn Park won 
and paid $27. - | 


Informant also advised that he learned that WILLIAM 
“боа and JOHN RIZZO went to the Los Angeles area to see ANDY 


COCCO and while there at ANDY LOCOCCO!s Club in Encino 
a they ran into CHARLES PISCUINE, TOMMY Symes ey 


et 





Informant stated he does not know exactly when they 


‚+ were in Los Angeles but believes it was prior to their meeting 
9! in Hot Springs rk. Informant also advised 
4 „A that С ISCUINE have returned to 


Ww Milwaukee but that TOMMY } ACHI is still away, presumably in Las 
Vegas and he does not know*the present whereabouts of RIZZO and 
COVELLI. | dtd be A 


ља, bé 
hat “WEISER” COVELLI and СОР STANLEY 


Konoha SO, advised €t b7C 
UKEDAHL, Kenosha PD, were obser erous occasions at the 
n stated this information 


23 3 -"Bureau (AM) Qu “ 552 d Jor J 7 44/4 c 4 






5.44 


1 ~ Milwaukee 


Жа). >” fj TT APR 16 1963 
Ары, № qt a 
ША , d ы 
IGI 2 j 2 / И 
ХДўргоуе: 9 Sent $ M Рег 


a Special Agent in Charge 
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MI 162-49 


was received from an anonymous caller to the Kenosha SO and 
this caller said, "We!ve done some gambling and go to the races 
in Chicago and we have seen COVELLI and HAUKEDAHL there almost 
every дау". 


Оп 4/11/63, Investigator[ ^ ^ ]aiso advised that 
hoodlums in Kenosha do not want HAUKEDAHL to go and are mustering 
forces in order to put pressure on the aldermen to get them to 
retain HAUKEDAHL аз Kenosha's COP. [ | stated that the 
investigation on HAUKEDAHL was stopped by the Kenosha mayor 
because too many people would have been hurt if the investigation 
on HAUKEDAHL had continued. 


On 4/11/63 Detectives 
Special Detail, Racine PD, advised SA that 
FRANKAJANUZZI, Racine, Wisconsin, had applied for a license as 
a bartender in Racine. JANUZZÍ was a former "stick man" for 
the RIZZO - COVELLI games in Kenosha but due to current heat at 
Kenosha, the games have not been in operation.  JANUZZI has made 
the statement that he has had to get a regular job now that the 
games have been discontinued. 


АРРОС ШІЛ Per 
Special Agent in Charge 


| m е 2 
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(Type in plain text or code) 


SL a ae eet AIR MAIL | 





TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (162-777) 
FRO / MILWAUKEE (162-49) - P 


WILLIAM COVELLI, aka 
IGA 


OO: MILWAUKEE 
WEEKLY SUMMARY. AIRTEL 
Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau 4/12/63 





Springs, Ar while "WEISER" COVELLI and JOHNNY RIZZO were 
there and that COVELLI and RIZZO wined and dined Judge SERAPHIM 
and paid a great deal of attention to the judge. Informant 

said that he did not know the significance of COVELLI's and 
RIZZO's paying so much attention to SERAPHIM, but it possibly could 
be in view of the fact that SERAPHIM was the judge in the trial 

of FRANK BALISTRIERI, on а charge of allowing "B" girls to 

sit at tables with customers. He pointed out that if 

BALISTRIERI is found guilty of the charge, he will very 

possibly lose his liquor license at "Тһе Downtowner" in Milwaukee. 


Informant stated he also understood that Judge SERAPHIM, -alon Ж 
with COVELLI апа RIZZO, went to a:hotel апа watched а crap game DIC 
there. Informant does not know whether Judge SERAPHIM partici- 
pated in the game. He stated in this particular game there 

were six tables of crap games and pointed out he does not know 

the name of the particular hotel but did learn that PETER LIND 


HAYES and his wife were the ainers at this hotel at that 
time. He also advised that a Milwaukee bookie, was 
Wis 


rr Bureau asz- cw y= REC- 20 | ГА / of 7 77 / 7 If 


1 - Milwaukee (162-49) ыма BLAN ыы 


KTB:ah . td 
(4) 7 n. S 45 д АРЕ 22 1953 
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У X APR 25 1063 as 
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Special Agent in Charge | 
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Transmit the following in 





{Туре in plain text or code) 


tiie inl 


there along with a friend of JOE GURERA, from Kansas City. 
Informant stated from what he could learn there are four big 
crap games going on in Hot Springs, the majority of which are 
backed by the Chicago syndicate. There are two crap games 
located in downtown hotels, one near a race track and another 
One that moves from place to place and is of a seasonal nature 
in that it is just operated during the horse race season. 


Informant also advised that he has also learned that BILL COVELLI's 
and JOHNNY RIZZO's crap game in Kenosha was still closed down. 


On 4/16/63,[ ^ — | jJadvised SA JOHN Н. GASSAWAY that COVELLI 
and RIZZO definitely have not re-opened their crap game at 
‘Kenosha. 


Approved: . Sent М Рег 


Special Аселі in Charge 
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ОЎ or Method of Waiting) 


DIRECTOR, FBI (162-777) 
FROM: ло GG SAC, MILWAUKEE (162-49) P 


SUBJECT: е OVELLI, aka. 
| 00: MILWAUKEE 
| 7 WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 
| Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau 1/20/63. 


Оп 4/16/63 тү | advised SA JOHN Н, GASSAWAY that WILLIAM 
COVELLI an 220 definitely have not reopened their 
crap game in Kenosha. 


On "19/63 e PCI, advised SA WILLIAM J. 
HIGGINS, JR. that in the last two weeks certain of the 
gamblers in Kenosha started opening up but only in the fields 
of: horse betting and on sports such as baseball, Іп this 
regard a "friend" of COVELLI who has not yet been identified 
has ута еч а пшр е of the better known horse race 

SARO, AL DEC 

George!s Bar, 

; with a view vo have these 
BSHDIOPE Join with JOHN RIZZO in a соп booking JL, 
where all the bets would be called into one central location 
to.be established 
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жеті PCI stated that this "friend" of COVELLI was careful in 
stating that COVELLI was not in the picture but only RIZZO and | b3p o 
the whole arrangement wasa"big deal" to give more opportunity 

to expand and operate with no risk especially to the places that 
were taverns and other places of business having legitimate ties. 


PCI said that this whole arrangement appears to be an effort on 
the part of RIZZO and unquestionably COVELLI to "take over" on 


"| horse and baseball betting operations in Kenosha under guise of 


"service." PCI said that Kenosha: still is tight on any "craps" b6 
and poker gambling and that none of the more famous spots such, 7с 


as КЇ2201!5. : r ed, PCI added that rumor is 
out that Dante's up for sale; that 
CARL "COOKIE" SCOLA, who ran the poker games at Dante's, is now 


a partner with RALPH MASARO in a delicatessan shop on. the 
northwest ‘corner of 63rd Street and 14th Avenue and it appears 
that all the gamblers are trying to get into some legitimate 
‘business for the time being. 


Оп 4/23/65Г- advised SA JOHN Н. GASSAWAY that as far ав 

Ве knows COVELLI and RIZZO have not been to Milwaukee to see | 
FRANK BALISTRIERI or STEVE DE SALVO since they returned from 

Hot Springs, Arkansas. He advised that he is quite certain that 
COVELLI and RIZZO will not open their crap game in Kenosha for 
quite a period of time due to the heat from the BIERNAT killing. 


in regard to rumors that RIZZO and COVELLI had approached bookies 
in Kenosha and told them that they would furnish the line daily 
for 50% of their winnings, the informant said that this would be a. 
ridiculous price and that none of the gamblers or bookies could 


ы 


afford to agree to it. Не said that RIZZO and COVELLI would 


more likely charge a flat fee for this service as that is the 
мау it is usually done. .He said that they would probably be 
getting the line from Milwaukee bookies who in turn would obtain 
it from "the office," 


Apptovëd uec cl c S wae М. РӨТ 
Special Agent in Charge 
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(Priority or Method of Moiling) | 
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ý | TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (162-777) 


FROM: GY SAC, MILWAUKEE (162-49) -P- 


SUBJECT: WILLIA 
IGA 


(00: MILWAUKEE) 


WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 
Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 4/26/63. 


During the week of April 29 through May 3, 
1963, Bureau agents have conducted loose surveillance 
of subject at his residence at 7827 - 36th Avenue, and 
at his place of business, Kenosha Vending Company, 
5611 - 22nd Avenue, Kenosha, Wisconsin, without developing 
Subject apparently staying close 
to his home and occasionally frequents Gerolmo's Whole- 
sale Liquor Business and Greco's Restaurant, both on 
56th Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin. 


On May 2, 1963, "WEISER" COVELLI was ob- 
served by Bureau agents driving nis personal car, 
1963 Wisconsin registration, E 84-821, on Highway 38 
heading south from Milwaukee towards Kenosha. 


any unusual activity. 


6- Bureau (262-777: YA 
E 1152426 aee do) 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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MI 162-49 


Оп May 2, 1963,_ }маџкедап, Illinois 
(protect identity advised SA ALBERT B. KNICKREHM that 
some time in November, 1962, "WEISER" COVELLI approached 
S others identified as JOE GURERA and 
with COVELLI 







pc 
DID 
In October, 1962, —ladvised he was having 
lunch at Greco's Restaurant, Kenosha, Wisconsin and | 
"WEISER" COVELLI ao 
отр 
[_|а1зо stated that in his opinion 
"WEISER' COVELLI definitely knows who killed BIERNAT, 
but does not believe it was "WEISER"COVELLI who was 
actually in on the abduction and subsequent murder. De 
He also stated that "WEISER's" brother, JEFF "ü 


is nutty enough to have pulled the murder but 
has nothing to substantiate his opinion. 


Approved: uev cec LOOM а аа М. BI 
Special Agent ín Charge 
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REFERENCES 


| Report of есас rr at Milwaukee; 
Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 4/5/03; 


Milwaukee aírtel to Bureau, 4/13/63; 
Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 4/20/63; 
Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 4/26/63; 
Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 5/3/63 
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At Kenosha, Wisconsin 





1. Will attempt to interview Subject at opportune time concerning 
his involvement in gambling and other racket activities. 


2. Will continue to develop current activities and associates 
of Subject in an effort to ascertain whether he is engaged in 
interstate gambling in violation of the laws of the United 
States. 


| b7D . 
3. Will remain in contact| — | 


4. Will attempt to develop more sources of information concerning 
Kenosha gambling and Subject's relation to same. 


5. Willremininconact| — — — — | Sc 
b7D 

б. will кезен 

яны. 


7. Will obtain current telephone toll call data on OL 2-1390, 
listed to Subject at 7827 - 36th Avenue, Kenosha, Wisconsin. 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


| b7D - 
, mane — 1] | 


2. Will contact perl  — — lrpertaining to gambling bé 
activities in Kenosha and the connection Subject has with Milwaukeeb7c 


hoodlum element. . b7D 
| ADMINISTRATIVE 

The period of this report is extended to include information 

received at Milwaukee, Wisconsin on 3/22/63 | ms 

results of which were not available for inclusion in referenced 


report. | 
INFORMANTS 


Identity | 
MI Т-1 is| | contacted by SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY. | 
b6 


MI o o E- И |, Kenosha, Wisconsin, ь7с 
contacted by 5 . HI ; Jr. l b7D 


MI T-3 is| | contacted by SA JOHN A. HOLTZMAN. 
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b6 
Repon o з] ome  Miiwaukee етс 
Date: | May 7, 1963 | | 
Field Office File Nos МІ 162-49 Bureau file No: . 162-777 
Title: WILLIAM COVELLI 
Character: INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 
Synopsis: > MI Т-1 advised 3/22/63 that Subject and JOHNNY RIZZO 
went to Los Angeles area to see ANDY LO COCCO at Andy LoCocco's 
Club in Emn.cino, California, MI T-1 advised 4/4/63 that 
Subject and JOHN RIZZO were d ot Springs, Ark. on 
Monday, 3/18/63 when 22. met and that the horse b6 
Whirling in the 9th ra ak Lawn Park won and DTC 


paid $27. On 4/9/63, advised that a woman in Kenosha, 
Wis., who has lived among the Italians most of her life, stated 
that Subject was not ‘the type to have murdered ANTHONY BIERNAT, 
Kenosha jukebox vendor. On 4/10/63, MI T-1 advised that 

COVELLI and RIZZO wined.and dined Judge SERAPHIM of Milwaukee 
while they were at Hot Springs, Ark. MI Т-1 advised 4/16/63 

that Subject and JOHNNY RIZZO definitely have not re-opened 
their crap game in Kenosha. MI T-2 advised 4/19/63 that in the 
last two weeks certain of the gamblers in Kenosha started opening 
up, but only in the fields of horse betting and on sports such 
as baseball. Informant also advised that a "friend" of Subject 
has visited a number of the better-known horse race and sports 
gamblers in Kenosha to have these gamblers join with JOHN RIZZO 
in a central booking arrangement. Informant also stated that 
this arrangement was unquestionably an effort on the part of 
COVELLI and RIZZO to "take over" all horse and baseball betting 
operations in Kenosha under the guise of "a service." МІ T-3 
advised 4/22/63 that COVELLI and RIZZO met with FRANK BALISTRIERI 
at Fazio's On 5th in Milwaukee one night during the week of 
4/14/63. At this meeting, COVELLI remarked he had been on | 
vadtion to Hot Springs, Ark. 


«D 


This document contales neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 2i and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 











МІ 162-49 | | | Q7 
DETAILS: 


At Kenosha, Wisconsin 


On April 19, 1963, MI T-2 advised that in the last two weeks 
certain of the gamblers in Kenosha started opening up but only 
in the fields of horse betting and on sports such as baseball. 
In this regard, a "friend" of COVELLI, who has not been further 
identified, has visited а number of the better-known horse 


race and sports gamblers, such as RALPH MASARO, . "E 

Club 122, with а view to having these рэр i 
gamblers join with JOHN CHARLES RIZZO in a central booking = 
arrangement where all the bet | led - 1 


location, to be established. 


a 





MI T-2 stated that this "friend" of COVELLI was careful 
in stating that COVELLI was not in the picture but only 
RIZZO and that the whole arrangement was a "big deal" to give 
more opportunity to expand and operate with no risk, especially 
to the places that were taverns and other places of business 
having legitimate ties. MI T-2 said that this whole arrangement 
appears to be an effort on the part of RIZZO and unquestionably 
COVELLI to "take over" on horse and baseball betting operations 
in Kenosha, under the guise of "service." MI T-2 also said 
that Kenosha still is tight on any "craps" and "poker" gambling 
and that none of the more famous spots, such as RIZZO's and 
DANTE's have re-opened. 


: He added that rumor is out S 5088208 2 
up for sale and that CARL "COOKIE" SCOLA, who ran the poker games 

at Dante's, now is a partner with RALPH MASARO in a delicatessan 

shop on the northwest corner of 63rd Street and 14th Avenue and 


it appears that all the gamblers are trying to get into some | 
legitimate business for the time being. 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 





MI 162-49 — | г 55 
МІ 92-316 | sg 
сев | 


The following investigation was conducted by SA ALBERT | 
B, KNICKREHM: | | | 


AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


On April 9, 196 
Sentinel, was. inter 













е at 
—_  |were seen at the North Shore Railroad | 

Station in Kenosha, Wisconsin on January 7, 1963, t 4 

in which ANTHONY В в abducted and murdered, 

also reportedly asked had questioned a person. 









reportedly could identify both COVELLI| | НЗС 
who was described ав а close friend of JEFF CO $ * 
ре 

C] stated that with regard to information he қау |%Фо ? »7c 
the effect that JEFF COVELLI was in the North Shore: Station on’ 
the night of January 7, 1963, that he had received this information 
from.a woman in Kenosha who has lived amongst the Italians 

most of her life, He advised that this woman told. him that if 

one of the COVELLI boys, referring to JEFF or WILLIAM COVELLI, . 
was responsible for the murder of ANTHONY BIERNAT, she would. 
т the finger on JEFF COVELLI more so than WILLIAM 


|; E о. 


жені... that according to this woman, "WEISER" COVELLI b6 
would not be the type to have committed this murder, but.that »p7c 


in her op JEFF COVELLI would be capab doing such ' 
а thing. advised that when he talked he made 
'& much more positive statement[ —  — ] then he should have, 
and that his information was only speculative. 


f 
With regard to the name 
| jan 
Ьб 


"E 
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days 

аз. employed as 
was the one 
who could identify COVELLI 
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On March 22, 1963, MI T-1 advised that JOHN RIZZO and WILLIAM 
COVELLI were definitely in Hot Springs, Arkansas on March 18, 1963, ,. 

where they net] and that the horse Whirling in. E 
the 9th race on that date at Oak Lawn Park won and paid $27. | 


MI Т-1 also advised that he learned that WILLIAM COVELLI and 
JOHN RIZZO went to the Los Angeles area to see ANDY LO COCCO and 
while there at Andy LoCocco's Club in E o, California, they 
ran into CHARLES PISCIUNE, TOMMY шені, Po He 
stated he did not know exactly when they were in Los Angeles, 
but believes it was prior to their meating[ |і Ьб , 
Hot Springs, Arkansas. Не advised that CHARLES PISCIUNE DIC 

have returned to Milwaukee, Wisconsin but | 
TOMMY МАСНІ is still away, presumably іп Las Vegas, and he does 
not know the present whereabouts of RIZZO and COVELLI. 


MI T-l advised April 1, 1963 that| | a Kenosha gambler,,. 

was definitely approached by the outfit last year for a cut o 

on his game, but that he does not know exactly who approached | 
but he is quite certain that the individuals who did this 

were from the group composed of BUSTER BALESTRERE, STEVE DE 

SALVO, JOE GURERA WILLIE COVELLI, and JOHN RIZZO. He also advised | 

that he has seen| [playing cards edi қаладан 9 at 

RIZZO's gambling place in Kenosha and knows that plays gin 

rummy and poker from time to time with COVELLI, RIZZO, апа 

"CADILLAC AL" ALBANA, at[  — —  ]ganmbling place and at RIZZO's. 


On April 10, 1963, MI Т-1 advised that| — 1 jJudge CHRIST 
SERAPHIM of Milwaukee were also in Hot Springs, Arkansas while А 
JOHNNY RIZZO and WILLIAM COVELLI were there and that RIZZO and |”, 
COVELLI wined and dined Judge SERAPHIM and paid a great deal of 
attention to him. МІ Т-1 stated that he did not know the 
significance of COVELLI's and RIZZO's paying so much attention 
to SERAPHIM, but it could possibly be in view of the fact that 
SERAPHIM is at the present time.the judge in the trial of 

FRANK BALISTRIERI on a charge of allowing "B" girls to sit 

at tables with customers. He pointed out that if BALISTRIERI is 
found guilty of this charge, he will very possibly lose his 
liquor license at the "Downtowner'" in Milwaukee. МІ Т-1 also 
stated that he has understood that Judge SERAPHIM, along with 
COVELLI and RIZZO, went to one of the hotels and watched a 
crap game there. He does not know whether Judge SERAPHIM 
participated in this game. He stated in this particular game there 
were sixtables of crap games and while he does not know the 

name of the particular hotel, he did learn that PETER LIND HAYES 
and his wife were entertainers at this hotel at that time. He 


mE ac 








MI 162-49 ` 


also stated that from what he learned, there are four big crap 

games going on in Hot Springs, Arkansas, the majority of 

which are backed by the Chicago syndicate. МІ T-l also advised 

at this time that he had learned that WILLIAM COVELLI's and | | 
JOHNNY RIZZO's crap game at Kenosha was Still closed down. e. 


MI Т-1 advised on April 16, 1963 that COVELLI and RIZZO definitely. 
have not re-opened their crap game in Kenosha. | | 


MI T-3 advised on April 22, 1963 that JOHN RIZZO and WEISER 
"COVELLI met with FRANK BALISTRIERI at Fazio's On 5th one night 
during the week of April 14, 1963. А% this time, COVELLI 
remarked that he had been on a vacation to Hot Springs, Arkansas. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE “ ^ е, . 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION UN 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
In Reply, Please Refer to May 7, 1963 
‘File No. | i 


Title WILLIAM COVELLI 


Character INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 


Reference Report of БА — | 7С 
Jr., captioned and dated as 
above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property 
2; the ied and is loaned to your agency; 1t and Its contents ate not to be distributed outside 
our agency. 








ш STATES DEPARTMENT OF | Si : 
EDERAL BUREAU OF ҮРӨР | 





Ие Milwaukee, Wisconsin | Ў 
di | Мау 7, 1963 | Ио. 


a | = WILLIAM COVELLI 
INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 


The following is a- f informants used ín TE 
the report of SA ‚ dated and captioned b7C , 


as above: 


MI Т-1 іѕ а Milwaukee hoodlum who is closely associated with 
gamblers and other hoodlums in the Milwaukee area, particularly 
so with those in the Italian-American element and is aware of 
their current, illegal activities. 


: MI T-2 is a Kenosha Source, who is closely associatedL. | 
with a number of "Kenosha gamblers, аа those | 
of the Italian-American element. b t 
MI T-3 is a Milwaukee source of Italian-American origin raised 
with the Milwaukee Italian-American hoodlum element and who - 
Still remains in contact with this group. 


т ` a 
i š . 1 
Р) 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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Transmit the following in з AIRTEL 
(Type in plain text or code) | 
Via AIR L | 
(Priority.or Method of Moiling) | 
кеш н t ——— ——!— ——— ——— —————— Á—— ——— Du OR 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (162-777) 
тво Ис, MILWAUKEE (162-49) - P 
WILLIAM COVELLI, aka 
IGA 
OO: MI 
M: А WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 
fit 
Nd Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 5/3/63 
LEID 


On 4/23/6ӨГ ^ ladvised SA JOHN Н. GASSAWAY that as far as 
he knows, COVELLI and RIZZO have not been to Milwaukee to 

see FRANK BALISTRIERI or STEVE DE SALVO since they returned from 
Hot Springs, Ark. Informant advised that he is quite certain 
that COVELLI and RIZZO will not open their crap game in Kenosha 
for quite a period of time due to the heat of the BIERNAT 
killing. The informant also advised in regard to the rumors 
that COVELLI and RIZZO һай approached bookies in Kenosha and 
told them that they would furnish the line daily for 50% of 

the winnings, that this would be а ridiculous price and that 
none of the gamblers or bookies could afford to agree to it. 

He stated that COVELLI and RIZZO would more likely charge a 
flat fee for this service as that is the way it is usually done. 
He said that they would probably be getting their line from 
Milwaukee bookies, who in turn would obtain it from "the f 
office." | 


On 5/7/63, Sd Kenosha County | С 
Sheriff's Office, Kenosha, Wisconsin, advised he had received um 
information that five cigarette vending machines manufactured by 
Eastern Electric Co., Medford, Mass, models CM-57-MKII-22, be- 
longing to Dependable Vendors Со., Downers Grove, Cook County, 
Ill., were stolén апа transpófted to Kenosha, Wisconsin during 

the evening of 5/6/63. The serial numbers were removed on all 

but one of these еен vending machines and this 204 


таз 13555, а ауу 1% РУДУ ДРЕ 





32- Bureau (AM) : 
Е ah (4) | E 





to MAY 18 igg 6 
3T "C La Y 17 SE Sctal Agent. in Charge ! SES 
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Transmit the following in. 


жап яғ mum ма 


Approved: 





e FBI 


Date: 





(T ype in plain text or code) 





- (Priority or Method of Mailing) | 
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b6 
Investigator| _ ladvised these machines were delivered to thelb7c ` 
Jay Bee Auto Body Paint Shop, 3902 Wilson Road, Kenosha, Wis. 
and were worked on by an unknown Subject during the evening 
of 5/7/63. 


Subject is a partner in the Kenosha Vending Co., 5611 - 22nd 
Avenue, Kenosha, Wis. and a suspect in Milwaukee file 92-257, 
abduction and murder of ANTHONY BIERNAT, former Kenosha jukebox 
vendor. 


In connection with this information, leads have been set out 
to the Chicago Division in an tempt to ascertain if this 
information is correct and to obtain facts pertaining to this 
theft. 


On 5/8/63, Bureau agents observed "WEISER" COVELLI traveling northk 


оп Route 38. This information was relayed to other Bureau 


agents and COYELLI, driving a 1963 white Dodge Dart stationwagon, 
1963 Wisconsin registration E84-821, was followed to the 
Metropolitan Block Building, 1012 North 3rd Street, Milwaukee, 
Wis.  COVELLI was observed transferring papers, books, and a 

tan folder from the white Dodge to a woman who was identified 

as being small and having auburn or reddish-tinted hair. 

This woman helped COVELLI take the papers, étc. into the 
building and onto the elevator. 


At the time COVELLI entered the Metropolitan Block Building, BE 
Bureau agents observed a black Cadillac convertible, 1963 b7C 
Illinois registration |parked in front of the Metropolitan 
Block Building, 1012 North 3rd Street, Milwaukee. 


Shortly after COVELLI departed from the 1012 North 3rd St. 
building, he entered the white Dodge, bearing Wisconsin 
registration E 84-821 and headed south toward Route 38, traveling 
at a high rate of speed.  COVELLI attempted to shake the 
surveilling Bureau agents, but was followed to his residence 

at 7827 36th Avenue, Kenosha, Wis. Upon arrival at his 
residence, COVELLI drove into the driveway, got out of his car 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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| 
Date: | 
| 
Transmit the following in | 
(Type in plain text or code) | 
Via | 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 
ж. «ғғ GE жә ғаз өй” іше қты Мін um Gu "Ep “шаа кый Фоне. тылар “Желі а anim ШЫ] Шы лғы) dum GA Міне Cen қы» айын "тамы шн um МЫ Анық Мара Dalm айша Айың мәні шы шыма ыы ыды Шодыр РЕНЕ жатын 
МІ 162-49 
and ran into the house. (It was noted by the surveilling 
agents that the directory of the Metropolitan Block Building, 
1012 North 3rd Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, listed the 
following rooms which may have been the rooms that COVELLI 
entered: 
Bal-Fran Bonding Co. 
Room 502 
HENRY SHELLOW, | 56 
Room 522 542 


HENRY SHELLOW is an accountant 
is known to the 


Milwaukee Division as having done considerable work for the 
Milwaukee hoodlum element, especially FRANK BALISTRIERI.) 


On 5/8/63, Bureau agents also observed 1963 Wisconsin registratio 
| | park is vehicle bc 
ls registered Kenosha, BIC 
Wisconsin. On this same ‹ Kenosha. 
County 5.0. advised that 
Kenosha and a close friend of "WEISER" COVELLI also advised 
that the Kenosha $.0. had received rumors that | 
had е in several burglaries with DOMINIC "POPEYE" 
RIN у ceo file 92-138). is currently working 








On 5/9/63, there was no activity noted at COVELLI's residence 
and both cars listed to the COVELLI family were gone from 

the garage. Numerous spot checks of COVELLI's hang-outs 
failed to locate COVELLI that date. 





Approved: num es "Ol ee M Рег. 
Special Agent in Charge 
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. and RIZZO have definitely. not re-opened their crap game in Kenosha 
and that none of the Milwaukee gamblers have been going there. 
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Pate: 5/17/63 | 
Transmit the following in AIRTEL | 
(Туре in plain text or code) | 
Via AIR MAIL | 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 
GA" ume жн мәй йа eum um ism Guam jm Juni ausa (Aus un UNA амы» GAAP GR ийи аР dés AA Ы im (ңін яшны uu cuum “Ешй жағал жый M) CMM apum du dus ил SR “ама Ct "emm ami amu. қаш” Gm ші ойық сыйа 1. жама mm m mum dp мап ашна “ұна жі 
TO : . DIRECTOR, FBI (162-777) 
FROM C, MILWAUKEE (162-l9)-P 
SUBJECT : WILLIAM SNELLI , aka 


IGA 

00: Milwaukee 

Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 5/10/63. 
WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


Оп 4/29/63 advised SA JOHN H. GASSAWAY that |75 
JOHNNY RIZZO and WILLIAM COVELLI have not been in Milwaukee to 
consult with members of the outfit here as far as he knows since 
January of this year, and that he does not believe they will come 
to Milwaukee as long as the "heat" is on them for the BIERNAT 
killing. Informant advised that in regards to rumors that RIZZO 
and COVELLI approached other bookies in Kenosha and demanded 
50 per cent of their winnings to furnish the line weekly, informa 
stated that he still has not learned anything concerning this 
but that he would be inclined to think that it was more a deal 
where the bookies would turn all of their bets to RIZZO and COVELLI 
and in turn would receive 50 per cent of the profits from COVELLI . 
and RIZZO. He stated that this would actually make these individual 
runners rather than real bookies themselves. Не said that COVELLI 


unless it is on a very restricted basis for Kenosha people only 


рё 

оп 5/6/63__Јавуізед SA ALBERT B. KNICKREHM that 5c 
COVELLI and RIZZO are supposed to be going to the track every day = »7D 
at Sportsman's but doesn't believe they are booking. Не stated 
that they are betting on information that they received at the 
track. With regard to COVELLI coming to Milwaukee, he advised 
that when COVELLI does come. to Milwaukee tops at the 
Talk of the Town at 5th and Wells to see 


after which he goes to see шу gone зы He also advised 
N /3% / 


Bureau (162-777) (AM) m" L A c 9. T 
KTB/sbt ( ) fu e MAY 20 1963 
^ Quab 
MZ MAY 8 Cos ЕК9 Sent — M Рет" 
| Special Agent in Charge 
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Date: 


Transmit the following in. 





(Type in plain text or code) 


| (Priority or Method of Mailing) | 
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‘MI 162-49 

| that COVELLI and RIZZO have not re-opened their crap game. 


Оп 5/13/63 there were no pertinent developments 
concerning thís investigation. 


Оп 5/14/63 spot checks were made of COVELLI at his 
home, place of business, at his usual hangouts, without 


developing any unusual activity.  COVELLI was alone and apparently| 


working on matters pertaining to his cigarette vending business. 
On 5/15/63 COVELLI was followed around the Kenosha 


area from his home to COVELLI's delicatessen, 2300 75th Street and 


then to Buratti's Tap, Roosevelt Road and then to Greco!s  , 
Restaurant on 55th Street. Following his arrival at Greco's 
Restaurant, he was observed assisting workmen іп the hanging of 
а new door at that location. There was no unusual activity 
noted in the area at this time. On this date Bureau agents 

а white over tan Chrysler, 1963 Wisconsin registration 
pick up JOHN RIZZO on Emme 
is vehicle registered to | 
Racine, Wisconsin. Did not make any attempt to 
contact subject. 


On 5/15/63 NICK COVELLI, doing business at Gino's Tap, 
518 58th Street, Kenosha, advised that subject had approached 
him to place his vending machines and juke boxes into NICK 
COVELLI's new bar at 5701 22nd Avenue when he opens this bar 
next month, but NICK advised subject that he would continue to 
do business with the Lakeside Music Company, formerly operated 
by the deceased ANTHONY BIERNAT. (MI file # 92-257). 


On 5/16/63 NICK COVELLI was re-interview and he stated 
that subject definitely had not approached him to take out 
BIERNAT's. juke boxes and replace them. with subject's. 








On БИЗ. | Kenosha PD, » 
з а pretty solid kid’, and definitely 


advised. that subject a 
did not have anything to do with the BIERNAT abduction and murder. 


mo. ш 


Approved: Sent М Ре 


Special Agent in Charge 
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Date: 


Transmit the following іп 





(Type in plain text or code) | 


Via (Priority or Method of Mailing) 
po MT e v m c EC M TUE E ^a s Num Jum uum бине жы Adi "amm wmm қ stam «ша змей adam Me уюм) оша MD L——————- 
МІ 162-49 
On 5/17/63 апа тас тарта 247ізей that he had 
conferred with Erin an Subject positively wud not 
talk to the FBI. it is noted that Bureau agents have made 


personal contact with COVELLI in the recent past and at this. 
time he refused to talk to them at all.) 


On 5/17/63 Chief Investigator| о pomi Kenosha 
S0, furnished an arrest record for subject o ned from a | 
confidential source from the Kenosha PD, and it listed only 


traffic arrest dating from. 12/23/49 through 5/4/59. This arrest 
гесога failed to reflect any criminal arrests. | 


Оп 5/17/63 Bureau agents spot checked subject's home | 
and place of business without developing any unusual activity. 


On 5/17/63 FRANK JANUZZI, Mid-Towne Hotel, Racine, 
Wisconsin, advised that subject had been. associated with JOHN - 
RIZZO in a "card game" at the 56th Street cigar store, Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, until approximately 12/62 and that the games were 
called off at that time. He also stated that you couldn't find 
а good card game in Kenosha now due to the current investigation 
being conducted by 1оса1 and Federal officers. 


PROTON Cia O аа аме Рег 
Special Agent in Charge 
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\ Date: 5-27-63 
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Transmit the following in AIRTEL 
(Type in plain text or code) | 
Уа | AIR MAIL | 





(Priority or Method of Mailing) 





P— "C з т =» — 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (162-777) | 
FROM: Әк) SAC, MILWAUKEE (162-49) (P) 

ж SUBJECT: rasan Cove, aka 


00: MILWAUKEE 
Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau dated 5-17-63. 


І 


WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


On 5-14-63[  ]aávised SA JOHN Н. GASSAWAY that FRANK 
JANUZZI of Racine has been а stick man and door man for JOHN 
RIZZO at his gambling joint in Кеповһа, Wisconsin Гог years. 
He stated that up until a short time ago, FRANK was operating 
a book which he believes he was operating for RIZZO and 

was receiving the payment of $100 a week for working the book | 
and $25 for every night he worked RIZZO's crap game. Informant | 
also stated that WILLIAM COVELLI and RIZZO, as far as he | 
‘knows, are not operating their crap game in Kenosha at the 
present time, but botn of them have а book.going - one іп 
Kenosha and one іп Racine. Не said that COVELLI and RIZZO 

have someone operating these books for them, and they do not 
handle the operation themselves. 


Informant advised that on Saturday, 5-4-63, BILL COVELLI and 
JOHN RIZZO, along with two individuals unknown to informant, 
were at the horse races at the Sportsman's Race Track, Не 


said that RIZZQ has a box there. /Ж us 7 22. 2С 


АЯДА Au} ЖАЫ 


1 - Milwaukee (162-49) o 
edet mud осоо, / "ец < "PYRA, 5 
d 2 NS. ЭА, А > 
53 JESS 1953 we 
PATONG cc SD ee — М ЖАУ» 5 кы 


Special Agent in Charge 
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(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority о? Method of Moiling) | 


F 
= i 
Red MM E E EN EEA E ы даны E d ыы te e аршы тамі ғ 


МІ 162-59 


Оп 5-20-63 there were no pertinent developments concerning 
this investigation. | 


Оп 5-21-63 Bureau Agents conducted spot checks of subject's 
home, 7822 36th Avenue, Kenosha, and his business premice, 


Kenosha Vending Company, 5611 22nd Avenue, Kenosha, without 


nothing айу unusual activity on the part of subject. 


; bo 
(protect identity) advise C was moving his b7D 


ud 
C1 


Storage warehouse for cigarette vending machines and juke 


boxes to the space next to Greco's Restaurant, and this 
address was formerly operated as the 56th Street Cigar Store 
at 2207 56th Street. She also stated that COVELLI may appear 
to be meek and mild mannered, but in reality has a violent 
temper. She also advised that "WEISER" COVELLI and JOHN 


RIZZO have not resumed their gambling game on 56th Street, 


On 5-23-63і суса Бете PCI, advised that she has 5. 
observed several cars, belonging to Kenosha area gamblers, 57D 


‘parked ‘near Greco's Restaurant but the owners were not around. 


Later, she learned that they had been gambling upstairs over 
Greco!s Restaurant on 56th Street, 


More pertinent information has been requested of this source, 


Special Agent in Charge 
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Date: 6/3/63 





(Туре in plain text or code) 


vig AIRTEL ____ AIR MAIL | 


SER нл. ANM GENE CRUS ee eee ee ee ce ee е ee ee Ga Jas OMNE аңы. ee Amm. nul Жа Жын (eus ЫРЫ ЫШ ee ek шылт Чыйп Dus ыш ‚йыт ee MAR иы дїп aA ims dine" 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (162-777) 
|, , FROM SAC, MILWAUKEE (162-49) - P- 
di Жәкен WILLIAM GOVELLT, aka 
00: Milwaukee 
Re Milwaukee airtel to Bureau, 5/27/63. 
WEEKLY SUMMARY AIRTEL 


| On 5/21/63 laavisea SAL (рт 
at Milwaukee that he had;no pertinent information concerning |b7D 
the current gambling situation in Kenosha. 


On 5/28/63 Subject was observed at his home and a 
Greco's Restaurant on 56th Street periodically throughou 16 bé 
day by Bureau Agents on this same date b7C 
JEFF 
COVELLI advised that. she knew of a considerable amount o 
gambling activity formerly conducted at Greco's Restaurant by 
Subject and JOHN RIZZO. 


O0n.5/28/603| 1 1 11 1 — |2ау Bee Auto Body be 
Company, 2013 63rd Street, advised that several P" RENE is 
vending ‘machines had Бееп brought into his paint shop 
peer reconditioning and repainting. Не advised that P 
e 


| knew of no connectio tween these cigarette vending machin 
and WEISER COVELLI. also advised ае 
Freddy's Tap, Kenosha, sconsin. 
| On 5/29/63 Bureau Agents observed COVELLI at his 
home and at Greco's Restaurant with no apparent activity. During её 


the evening оп this,date.COVELLI was noticed to be in the B 
company. of 'AL А АНАУ! LOU anRECO[ — — — 3  ]playing cards at 


C32 Bureau (AM) | REC-1. /GR— 77 7— a 





2 - Milwaukee pas 2 “А "aue MÀ жекен көме 
 ym/ej 749 (11424-19 те JUN 6 1968 
| L3] v LE gene 

Approved OZ mmm Sent S Pe: 


6 2, JUN 1 21900 зен іп Сһагде 








Rej. 12:29:56) 





FBI 


|» Date: 


Transmit the following in 





( Type їл plain text о? code) і 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 


MI 162-49. 


Greco's Restaurant in the early part of the ewening. 


Оп 1c: | PCI, telephonically 
contacted the Milwaukee С 1 tha TELLI has been 
asking her questions зеен ыты иет чыш. 





She also 
stated that during the evening of 5/29/03, while Bureau Agents 
меге conducting a fisur in ше vicinity of Greco's Restaurant, 


56th Street, WEISER C Wspaper 
so that COVELLI could | 


Ареа ые и ыы SEN Lene M Рег 
Special Agent in Charge 


—— pe = — = гі EE Ce 


Жата” GAP ee ee ee Gm cum жаты um ian a жақа тіке” «Ман cum eee um “eee чы. чш ч» леа st sui на sed ui жш ЖЫНЫ” рші ыы алатыны ы тады; -— пина eee онын —— ee 
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фъ7с 
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" "SPECIAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISIÓN. 
д. June 7, 1963 >°.. 


Соуе111 is a hoodlun subject of 
criminal intelligence inquiries. in 
Milwaukee and is a suspect in the 
murder of Anthony J. Biernat, a 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, jukebox operator 
who was: murdered: in gangland: style 
in.January, 1963. In view..of the 
questionable nature of Covelli's story 
Milwaukee is being requested to 
sumit their views with respect to 
\the utilization of a polygraph. 


Milwaukee is being instructed. 
to thoroughly resolve the allegation. 
of FBI involvement. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Y. S. OEPARTM J 
COMMUNICATIONS/SECTION 
JUN 963 





TEL Е 
{ v 
RGENT 6- 7-63 10 AM. - W 
TO - DIRECTOR, FBI  /162-777/ 


FROM - SAC, MILWAUKEE | /162-49/ ЗР 


INTENSITATE CAM л ыл Acriviriem 


WILLIAM COVELLI, AKA, X64, 00 MI. 


| 


| 


Р Бб 
мома KEE, ADVISED EARLY AM THIS 57 


DATE CLIENT WILLIAM COVELLI НАР BEEN KIDNAPPED BY TWO MEN WHO 
STATED THEY WERE FBI AGENTS. 

С РОН INTERVIEW, COVELLÍ, Ін PRESENCE| [WHO VOLUNTEERED 
CUTENT-AND WHO ADVISED WOULD VOLUNTEER INFORMATION CONCERNING ^ 5: 
MATTER FOLLOWING INFORMATION TAKEN FROM COVELLI AND ЕТІН: i 


2 Et 


INCOR} RATED INTO SIGNED STATEMENT - COVELLI WHILE DELVING, HOME IN 


ж- 
N KENOSHA ABOUT TEN FORTYFIVE РМ JUNE SIX SIXTYTHREE, vis? STOPPED. 


ае OR WITH SIREN AND FLASHING RED LIGHT. TWO теі ші САМЕ 


адіс ап, ADVISED HIM THEY WERE FBI AGENTS, HANDCUFFED НІМ 

AND РІМ INTO THEIR CAR. THEY PLACED A HOOD OVER HIS HEAD AND 
THEREAFTER DROVE HIM TO WHAT COVELLI BELIEVED WAS ABANDONED HOUSE. 
TOOK HIM INTO BASEMENT -ANSETO A DAMP AREA, WHERE THEY. SHOWN А ‘LIGHT ON ` 
THE GROUND INDICATING А сай. УТЕ RATSED HISYHOOD HIGH ENOUGH 
To SEE THE HOLE DUG IN THE, CRQUNDR; SAID. p ns WHERE BODY OF 


DESCRIP,.T SP mm om 
inda WAS FOUND. УБР OF GRAVE FITS BIERNAT 4 ты uu | 


f= Ai! AW te en) 


av REC. 36 12 JUN Id 1645: : 


=н кел 


9 8JUN 13 163 








PAGE TWO 
SUBJECTS THEN QUESTIONED COVELLI AS TO HIS POSSIBLE 
PARTICIPATION IN THE BIERNAT KILLING. COVELLI STATES HE TOLD THEM 


HE KNEW NOTHING CONCERNING THE MATTER. SUBJECT WAS THEN SHOWN 


GUN AND SAID THEY. WERE GOING TO PLAY RUSSIAN ROULETTE. THEY 


|TURNED THE CHAMBER OF THE GUN AND THEN SNAPPED THE HAMMER BEHIND 
|COVELLIS HEAD SEVERAL TIMES. AFTER CONSIDERABLE TIME, THEY — 


| 


ON THE GROUND AND SAID HIS CAR WAS JUST DOWN A WAYS. COVELLI: 


TOOK COVELLI FROM THE HOUSE AND RETURNED TO KENOSHA, WIS. THEY 
LEFT HIM-OFF ABOUT TWO AM JUNE SEVEN SIXTYTHREE NEAR A COUNTY 
GARAGE ON SIXTIETH STREET, KENOSHA. THEY THREW HIS CAR KEYS 
AT THIS POINT WATCHED CAR DISAPPEAR, AND HE DESCRIBED IT AS A 
PLYMOUTH AUTOMOBILE WITH RED LIGHT ON TOP. НЕ STATED LICENSE 
WAS COVERED OVER AND HE WAS UNABLE TO DETERMINE THIS. MEAGER 
DESCRIPTIONS OBTAINED RE SUBJECTS, AS COVELLI STATES HOOD WAS OVER 
HIS HEAD MOST OF THE TIME AND IT WAS VERY DARK. 

FURTHER, SUBJECT STATED AT. END OF CONVERSATION THAT THEY 
WERE NOT FBI AGENTS BUT WERE HELPING FBI IN THIS MATTER AS THE 








РАбЕ ТНВЕЕ 
| FBI COULD NOT DO THIS THEMSELVES. 
COVELLIS'CAR WILL BE PROCESSED AND ‘USA WILL BE CONTACTED 
RE AN OPINION. INVESTIGATION CONTINUING AND BUREAU WILL BE KEPT 
PROMPTLY ADVISED. DETAILED AIRTEL FOLLOWS. 
END ACK PLS | | 
11-09 PM OK FBI WA MET 


0 

















tte, дд 
bead Betmont. 





у. $. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
JUN 8. Э 1909 


ІР E&DCRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


URGENT 6-8-63 9-56РМ СТС 

0 DIRECTOR, FBI /162-777/ 
FROM SAC, MILWAUKE /162-49/ 
MANI жий AKA FGA. O0-MILVAUKEE. 

AVAILABLE EMPLOYEES GRECO-S RESTAURANT KENOSHA, WIS. FROM 

WHICH COVELLI LEFT SHORTLY BEFORE ABDUCTION, INTERVIEWED BUT 
WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. REMAINDER WILL BE INTERVIEWED MONDAY WHEN 
мп. (000000000) 
KENOSHA, WIS. SAID BETWEEN TEN FIFTEEN РМ AND TEN FORTYFIVE РМ 

SIX SIX. dier SHE HEARD SIREN AND LOOKED OUT SECOND FLOOR WINDOW 
AND Балық: STATION WAGON PARKED AT CURB WITH MEDIUM BLUE 


4 Mr. Түсі Pala 
| Tele, Room. ар 
| Miss базу 





же; 


CADILLACZALONGSIDE. LATTER HAD RED FLASHER EITHER ON FENDER OR 


к 


SPÓT ит. То MEN GOT OUT OF THIS CAR AND HANDCUFFED MAN FROM 
PARKED CAR AND DROVE OFF VITH HIM IN BACK SEAT OF CADILLAC, LEAVING 


^ зы. 


STATIONWAGON PARKED WITH MOTOR RUNNING AND LIGHTS ON. THE CADILLA 
HAD YELLOW AND GREEN ILLINOIS LICENSE PLATES. SHE WENT TO TELEPHONE 
TO CALL POLICE BUT RETURNED TO WINDOW WITHOUT MAKING CALL BECAUSE 
HEARD STATION WAGON MOVING. SHE SAW IT MOVING DOWN STREET. WITH 
LIGHTS OUT. SHE IS UNABLE TO IDENTIFY ANYONE BUT STATES MAN FROM 
STATIONWAGON WORE WHITE SHIRT aN OTHER TWO MEN WERE BS Ab 
WORE SUIT COATS AND WERE WHITE МЕН. | i iid 229% " 2225 
END PAGE ‘ONE | Е етл? Gs JUN 11 1963 

6 3 JUN 13 1963 m ME À = SERM 

| 2 6%, 





















PAGE TWO ose 

INVESTIGATION OF AREA WHERE NEIGHBORS HEARD THREE SHOT GUN 
BLASTS NEGATIVE. | 

EFFORTS CONTINUING TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW FRANK PETER | 
BALISTRIERI. 

KENOSHA PD AND KENOSHA SO CONTACTED BUT HAD NO NEV INFORMATION. 

ON THEORY ABDUCTION MAY HAVE BEEN HOODLUM TACTIC, PERSONS 
SUSPECTED IN BIERNAT CASE WILL BE INTERVIEWED INCLUDING JOHN C. 
RIZZO, GAMBLING PARTNER OF COVELLI, FRED COVELLI, BROTHER OF 
WILLIAM, AND ALBERT ALBANA, FORMER DOORMAN AT RIZZO-COVELLI 
DICE GAME. CONSIDERATION BEING GIVEN TO INTERVIEW OF MILWAUKEE 
HOODLUMS STEVE DE SALVO, BUSTER BALISTRERE, AND FRANCIS STELLOH 
AND DOMINIC PRINCIPE, RESTAURANT OUNER, ILLINOIS. 

COMPLETE SUMMARY AIRTEL WILL BE SUBMITTED AND CHICAGO WILL 
BE REQUESTED TO MAKE INVESTIGATION THROUGH LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
TO POSSIBLY IDENTIFY CADILLAC AND OCCUPANTS. 

BUREAU’ WILL BE KEPT INFORMED OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS. 
END ACK PLS 
VA 11-04 PM OKFBI WA HFL 
TU H DISC and 


“ | 








ыт” Ша кае, 


3v dac 
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ЭК # “hy 
SPECIAL INVE sTIGATI® ' DIVISION 
June 11, 1963 


Balistrieri 15 leading 
hoodlum in Milwaukee. Не has 
alleged through his attorney that 
‚һе accoxsted individual believed 
Бу him to.be ап Agent, Оп 
interview Balistrieri denies 
that he ever threatened or 
assaulted.individual alleged 
to have been following him, 
Milwaukee Office has' advised 
therezds no:substance to 
Balistrieri's allegations and 
has.so informed his attorney. 
Investigation being pressed. 




















(5 3. DEPARTMENT CF JUSTICE 

: Mr Mohtolo— | 
COMMUNICATIONS, SEC SECTION A ог 
t: 5.00 RARE 

Мт, Conrad... 

T Mr, DeLong 
ELELYBE ‘Mr, Evans. Ж | 
4 Мт. Gale me 
| Mr. Rosen „не 
Mr. Sullivan — 
Мт. Tavel -amean 
Mr. Ттоћех = 
Tele. R00 
‘Miss Holmes — 


URGE 6-11-55 12-42 АМ ELM "Miss Gandy —— 
1 DIRECTOR, FBI 162-717 ы — 
FROM SAC, MILWAUKEE , 162-49 iP s г 
an ua GOVELLI, AKA, IGA. 00 MILWAUKEE. 5n 

кА 


REMITEL TO BUREAU JUNE EIGHT INSTANT. 

FRANK PETER BALISTRIERI LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED ШЕ TÉR 
INSTANT. STATED HE DETECTED SURVEILLANCE ONE NIGHT ABOUT THREE 
WEEKS AGO AND STOPPED HIS CAR TO FIND OUT. HE SAW A FRIEND, 
WALTER BROCCA, ІМ NEIGHBORHOOD AND ASKED UHETHER HE KNEW WHO WAS 
IN THE FOLLOWING CAR. BROCCA AT FIRST SAID THEY WERE POLICE, 50 
BALISTRIERI ASKED DRIVER FOR HIS BADGE NUNBER, BUT: NONE AS GIVEN, 
DRIVER REFUSED TO IDENTIFY SELF. BROCCA THEN SAID тит Spe Po? 
50 BALISTRIERI MERELY TOOK LICENSE NUMBER, WHICH НЕ обет E 


EITHER THREATENED OR GRASPED THE DRIVER AS ALLEGED ^ 
COVELLI. 
қар SAID HE VAS AWARE OF STATUTE ON ASSAULTING FEDERAL 


RECALL, AND WENT HOME. THERE WAS NO INCIDENT IN WHICH UA LISTRIERI E 
b7 


обет, ANY) ASSAULT YAS FARTHEST FROM HIS MIND T THEN, "ARD ROW. - 
OTHER HODES - INTERVIEWED CONCERNING Ы/А ү ДЕ STORY. 


m pist ala TI n зе 
_ ? ; TT MA. | 5%, | 
1-47 вдр ja LVS we «0T % | д JUN 12 1963 
| ЛЗ QAM CR 
TU DISC PL | % | К, =< oo Ng d 


> as 11983 0 тп 
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СО NOTER. BUREAU OF INYESTICAI, | Mr Tue gf 
“, А i at 3% ы 
Ф 2 лен e. ‹ Mr, Belmon | 


FEDERAL BUREAU 07 


а VEZTIGATION 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ' 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTIO 


JUN 12 


1963 


TELETYPE 


GENT 6-12-63 11-04 АМ V 
TO - DIRECTOR, FBI | /162-777/ 


FROM. - n im 
WILLIAM COVELLI, AKA. 


/162/40/ р 2 P 


IGA. OO MILWAUKEE. 


RE MI TEL JUNE ELEVEN LAST. 


THE FOLLOWING HOODLUMS, MILWAUKEE, WIS. CONTACTED NIGHT 
OF JUNE ELEVEN LAST AND REFUSED TO BE INTERVIEWED - WALTER 
Р. BROCCA, FOUR ZERO TWO THREE SOUTH KANSAS, STEVEN DE SALVO, 


Po OEG 
ers 
«се: P 
ық. а è 
dictt Pata ited MM 


| Mr. Тоом. 1 

1 Mr, Belmont. 

| Mr, Mohr 

1 Mr. Casper. „=. 
| My азаб Agam 


Mr, Соп rad... A 
Еш 2р] 
Мү, "vor 
КА К 
| м В DUX 
Мт. Bu o ML. 
Мт. Tavel peaa 
A Mr. т eK 
Tele, ROOI s ae 





Miss Holmes. — А » 
Ч Miss Gardy man m 









T P ela ын. germani 


2) 


CHECKER CLEANERS, ONE ZERO ONE TWO SOUTH FIRST STREET, BUSTER 


BALESTRERE, SIXTEEN THIRTY FOUR NORTH JACKSON, FRANK LA GA Lo 


FIFTEEN-FOUR FOUR NORTH FARWELL. 
57 


E HIKE ALBANO, FOUR ONE FOUR NORTH SEVENTEENTH: STREET; 


ant 
H La! 


2 


=“ 
c 
et 


i 


x 
Еж, 
f 


MILWAUKEE, WIS. DENIED KNOWING WILLIAM COVELLI AND STATED HE 
sas NOT, BEEN IN KENOSHA, WIS. FOR OVER A YEAR. Og 
NEWSPAPER ACCOUNTS OF COVELLIS ABDUCTION BUT HAS NO INFORMATION. | 
AUGUST MANIACI, TWO ONE TWO ONE NORTH. NEVHALL, MILWAUKEE, | 

WIS. GAVE ACCOUNT OF HIS ACTIVITIES THURSDAY AND FRIDAY, 

JUNE SIX AND SEVEN LAST AND CLAIMS HE DOES NOT KNOW WILLIAM 


ROT ҰЛЫ. 


HE READ 


COVELLI, THINKS ЖЕТ CONNECTION WITH COVELLI MATTER RIDICU 


%1 /64- 77729 


THS PIDEN 


SEQ ПАШ АЧИ? 


5 4 JUN 181963 


ЕХ-101 


12 JUN 13 1963 


алышын 


ы 


Pry 
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PAGE TWO 

AND SPECULATED MIGHT BE COMMITTED BY FRIENDS OF DECEASED 

BIERNAT. CONTACT AT RESIDENCE AND SEVERAL ACQUAINTANCES OF 

FRANK STELLOH WERE NEGATIVE IN LOCATING STELLOH FOR INTERVIEW. 
CONTACTS MADE АТ PLACES FREQUENTED BY HOODLUMS TO ASCERTAIN 

ACTIVITIES WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. THIRTY MORE HOODLUMS, KENOSHA 

AND ‘MILWAUKEE, WILL BE INTERVIEWED ON THIS MATTER AND IN THE 

CASE OF ANY REFUSING INTERVIEW INQUIRIES WILL BE MADE OF 

INFORMANTS AND PLACES OF HANGOUT CONCERNING THEIR ACTIVITIES 

IN THE PERTINENT PERIODS. 

E'MI NO. IS 162-49 

ENA END.ACK PLS 

12-10 PM OK FBI WAMET 

0 





ғ THIS 15 p 202-965-0 711 @ нтнімін) ! 
"FEDERAL, BUREAU CF INVESTIGATION мт. 1 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
JUN1 1 1963-44” 










ПЕКЕТҮРЕ 
| Mr. Зол. 
Мт. 'Tavel..l.-— pS 
4 Mr. Trotter—— 
6-11-63 5-56 РМ W 





/fo.- DIRECTOR, FBI /162-771/ 

e MILWAUKEE | /162-40/ Р 4р. 
ian енн AKA, IGA» 00. MILWAUKEE. 
RE MILWAUKEE TEL TO BUREAU DATED JUNE ELEVEN INSTANTA 
ON JUNE ELEVEN- INSTANT, CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE JOHN'COFFEY 


AND DETECTIVE| | WHO 1S WORKING FOR JUDGE COFFEY ON A 


JOHN'DOE GRAND JURY IN MILWAUKEE, М15., ADVISED THAT ATTORNEY| | 7с 
| АУЕ THEM LICENSE 
NUMBER OF AN AUTOMOBILE, WHICH COVELLI CLAIMS. HAD BEEN SURVEILLING 
HIM AROUND THE KENOSHA AREA AND MILWAUKEE, WIS.,. ABOUT FIVE WEEKS CY | 
AGO AND WHICH HE BELIEVES MIGHT BELONG TO PERSONS WHO ALLEGEDLY 
ABDUCTED COVELLI ON JUNE SIX LAST. DETECTIVE| }|АТТЕМРТЕР TO 
CHECK REGISTRATION THROUGH MOTOR VEHICLE DEPT., MADISON, WIS., AND 
MVD IMMEDIATELY NOTIFIED MILWAUKEE OFFICE ДАВТ Puli WAS-BEING 51 
MAD ON-ONE OF ITS LICENSES. JUDGEYÉÖFFEY AND DETECTIVE | 
STATE THEY BELIEVE| |15 ATTEMPTING TO EMBARRASS PHE FBI, AND 
[| HaS‘MADE STATEMENT THAT HE WILL OBTAIN LARGE RECOVERY IN — 
CIVIL DAMAGES FOR COVELLI IF HE CAN ESTABLISH THAT. NTS OR. ^. 





62: 16 6 s q^ 
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‘PAGE TWO 
POLICE OFFICERS HAD ANYTHING TO DO WITH COVELLIS ABDUCTION. Be 
biG 


тюп — |дипзюл| | 
Po WHO 15 BELIEVED TO 


HAVE COME TO MILWAUKEE FROM CHICAGO, ILL., IN MAY, SIXTYTWO, WAS 


RECENTLY ARRESTED IN MILWAUKEE, WIS., AND[ ^  ]|HAS EXHIBITED 
UNUSUAL CONCERN IN HER CASE. А NOTEBOOK FOUND ON THE ARREST] О | 


ACCORDING] — [CONTAINS THE NAMES OF FOUR MEMBERS OF LOCAL 
TWO HUNDRED TEAMSTERS. UNION WITH THE NOTATION QUOTE REFERRED BY 


| ]uvavore. [ — ]susPEcts|  |МАУ HAVE BEEN PROCURRING 


b6 
b7C 
PCI THE MILWAUKEE b7D 


SENTINEL, CONTACTED THE ASAC ON JUNE ELEVEN INSTANT TO ADVISE THAT 


ON-THE NIGHT OF JUNE TEN. INSTANT ANOTHER] sd 
Loo 
Генет [OOO mes THE License NUMBER — 


OF AN AUTOMOBILE WHICH| |15 CONVINCED IS REGISTERED TO THE ; 
FBI, AND THAT| |16 DESIROUS OF HAVING A NEWS ARTICLE PRINTED 
THAT WOULD INFER THIS WAS THE CAR USED IN THE ABDUCTION OF COVELLI. 


| | ALSO- REVEALED THAT| —— |WAS PLANNING TO-HAVE.A SECRET LIE | 
DETECTOR TEST GIVEN TO COVELLI BY THE REED POLYGRAPH FIRM IN 


i 
y 
X 
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PAGE THREE 
CHICAGO, THE RESULTS OF THIS TEST TO BE SUPPLIED TO THE NEWSPAPER 
FOR PUBLICITY PURPOSES, HOPING TO ENTICE ‘DEMANDS IN THE NEWS MEDIA. 
TO HAVE SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE FBI TAKE LIE DETECTOR TEST. | | 
| REVEALED THAT| | |mELATED| — | NAMES OF THREE AGENTS OF > 
THE MILWAUKEE OFFICE. NAMES DISCUSSED WERE AGENTS WHO HAVE BEEN  b7D 
ENGAGED IN INVESTICATING HOODLUM MATTERS AND WHO HAVE HAD OCCASION 
TO INTERVIEW VARIOUS HOODLUMS DURING THE BIERNAT INVESTIGATION. 


[| dan HIS SWPERIOR| | CONCLUDE ENTIRE 24 
COVELLI ABDUCTION STORY IS A ‘PLANNED HOAX DESIGNED TO FORCE FBI TO 272 
DISCONTINUE INVESTIGATIONS OF HOODLUMS. AND Т0: АТТЕМРТ TO: CAUSE 
EMBARRASSMENT TO FBI.| |VOLUNTEERED HE AND HIS IMMEDIATE 
SUPERIOR HAVE DECIDED NOT TO-PREPARE ANY ADDITIONAL ARTICLES. ON 
THE COVELLI INCIDENT AS IT WOULD POSSIBLY SERVE THE PURPOSE OF 

[С ]8СнЕмЕ. | | POINTED OUT THAT НЕ WAS: NOT IN A POSITION 
To.cowrRoL| — lawn cowsinERs| | | ro BE A QUOTE Lov i 
UNQUOTE CHARACTER, SINCE HE| О |] ш 

| — |18 TO BE ADVISED OF ANY ARTICLES PREPARED ” 
BY ANY REPORTER ON THE.COVELLI MATTER anp) |voLuwTEERED HE 


WOULD SUPPLY INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THESE TO THE MILWAUKEE OFFICE 





PRIOR TO THEIR BEING PRINTED. 


se 











PAGE FOUR 


WSTA CASE BEING OPENED ON UNSUB,| | 
VICTIM, AND WILL BE VICOROUSLY PURSUED, AS THIS COULD POSSIBLY 
DEVELOP VALUABLE INFORMATION RELATING| = 

NEWS ARTICLES CONTROLLABLE| WILL BE 


FOLLOWED CLOSELY. INTERVIEWS OF HODLUMS RELATIVE TO COVELLI 
- ABDUCEION SOTRY CONTINUING. 

"END ACK PLS ' 
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TELETYPE 






URGEÁT 6-8-63 4-24 
DIRECTOR, FBI 162-777 


FROM -SAC MILWAUKEE 162-49 
EA Зока ез Interstate ee ‘Activities йе el Oc 
WILLIA COVELLI, АКА, IGA. GY MILWAUKEE. ` 
à Mtk УУУУ дә TELE TYPE 
ES HI Ж Т0 DIRECTOR DATED SIX SEVEN SIXTYTHREE. 


Мт. Тате. 
Tele, Воош.— 
Miss Holmes. 
iss Gandy ——— 


Сонда GAVE SIGNED STATEMENT THAT HE LEFT GRECO-S RESTAURANT, 
finos TENZTHIRTY P.M., JUNE SIX INSTANT AND DROVE TOWARD HOME. 
was STOPPED by CAR WITH SIREN AND RED FLASHER ON TOP AT ROOSEVELT. 
ROAD AND'THIRTYSIXTH AVE. MAN APPROACHED HIM SAYING QUOTE FEDERAL 
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION UNQUOTE AND PULLED HIM OUT OF CAR, HAND- 
CUFFED НЕМ AND PUSHED HIM INTO OTHER CAR. ТООК OFF COVELLI-S 
GLASSES -AND PUT HOOD OVER HIS HEAD. ONE MAN DROVE WHILE OTHER SAT 
IN ET SEAT WITH COVELLI. THEY TOOK HIM TO PLACE THEY SAID BIERNAT 
НАТ: BEEN, BURIED AND SHOWED HIM HOLE AND ASKED IF HE KNEW 

WHO DUG IT. THEY LIFTED HOOD ONLY TO SHOW GRAVE. WHEN COVELLI 

SAID HE DID NOT KNOW, THEY SAID THEY WOULD PLAY RUSSIAN ROULETTE, 
EXHIBITING REVOLVER. THEY THEN SHOWED COVELLI GRAVE AGAIN AND B 
ASKED WHO KILLED BIERNAT. WHEN COVELLI SAID HE DID NOT KNOW, THEY á 
PULLED TRIGGER OF GUN ec E: HIS ЖАЙЫ THIS PROCEDURE WAS 
FOLLOWED ABOUT FOUR TIMES BETUEEN WHICH COVELLI WAS QUESTIONED AND 


at {| 
TOLD HIM HE WAS Luray уйл н NOT ' ) jos їй) uf. аны WAS 


DE 


END PAGE ONE | AS [ps JUN 12 1963 ` 
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PAGE TWO 

ORDERED TO WRITE SOME NAMES WHICH WERE TO BE DICTATED TO HIM,. BUT 
HE WAS NOT FREED FROM HANDCUFFS AND WRITING NEVER TOOK PLACE. 
COVELLI WAS ACCUSED OF INTRODUCING BIERNAT TO STEVE DE SALVO AND 
JOSEPH GURERA. THEN MEN WENT THROUGH COVELLI-S POCKETS, AND 
APPARENTLY TOOK DRIVER LICENSE AND TWO SLIPS OF PAPER OF NO 
IMPORTANCE. THEY SAID THEY WOULD FRAME COVELLI AND HAD HIS HAND- 
WRITING. THEY THEN DROVE COVELLI BACK TO KENOSHA AND DROPPED HIM 
AT ABOUT SIXTIETH STREET AND SIXTIETH AVENUE, RETURNING GLASSES, 
TAKING HOOD AND TOSSING HIM HIS CAR KEYS SAYING CAR WAS DOWN A 
COUPLE BLOCKS. COVELLI DESCRIBED SUSPECT CAR POSSIBLY FIVE OR 
SIX YEAR OLD PLYMOUTH IN SOME COLOR OTHER THAN BLACK. FLASHER 
WAS ON TOP AND SMALLER THAN. USED.BY KENOSHA PD. DRIVER OF 

CAR WAS ABOUT FIVE FEET ELEVEN, SLENDER AND WORE GLASSES. OTHER 
MAN WAS SIX FEET, ONE NINTYFIVE LBS., FORTYFIVE YEARS AND RUDDY. 
COVELLI SAID HE ASKED IF FBI DID SUCH THINGS AND RECEIVED ANSWER 
WORK BECAUSE ЕБІ COULD NOT DO IT. COVELLI COMPLAINED OF 
IRRITATION FROM HANDCUFFS. AND WRISTS SHOWED SLIGHT RED MARKS. 
SA-S WILLIAM J. HIGGINS AND CHARLES F. AHERN ONLY AGENTS ON 

DUTY IN KENOSHA ON SIX SIX SIXTYTHREE WERE NOT WORKING THAT NIGHT. 
END PAGE TWO 


PAGE THREE 
APPROPRIATE AFFIDAVITS BEING OBTAINED. 

WILLIAM COVELLI IDENTIFIED SPOT WHERE ANTHONY J. BIERNAT 
BODY WAS FOUND IN CELLAR OF ABANDONED FARM HOUSE IN KENOSHA 
COUNTY, WISCONSIN AS PLACE TO WHICH HE WAS ALLEGEDLY TAKEN THE 
EVENING OF SIX SIX SIXTYTHREE. EXAMINATION OF DIRT BASEMENT OF 
HOUSE CONTAINED INDICATIONS THAT ALL FOOT PRINTS ‘HAD BEEN SWEPT 
CLEAN ALTHOUGH THERE WERE INDICATIONS FROM OLD CIGARETTE PACKS 
AND OTHER MATERIAL THAT PLACE HAD BEEN FREQUENTED IN THE PAST. 

COVELLI-S CAR PROCESSED FOR FINGERPRINTS AND TWO | 
LATENT FINGERPRINTS OBTAINED. .ELIMINATION PRINTS OBTAINED FROM 
COVELLI AND TWO OTHERS WITH ACCESS TO CAR, AND BEING OBTAINED 
FROM FOURTH INDIVIDUAL WHO DROVE CAR. 

PHOTOGRAPHS AND PLASTER CASTS MADE OF TIRE TREADS FOUND IN 
DRIVEWAY OF FARMYARD, WHICH NEIGHBORS ADVISE IS RENDEZVOUS FOR 
YOUNG PEOPLE AND HUNTERS. | 

NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTIGATIONS CONDUCTED WITH FOLLOWING RESULTS. 
TEN PERSONS INTERVIEWED AT PLACE OF ABDUCTION HEARD SIREN AND SAW 
CAR VARIOUSLY DESCRIBED AS BEING A CADILLAC LINCOLN, PLYMOUTH, 
OR DODGE WITH RED FLASHER ON TOP OR ON SIDE WITH COLOR DESCRIBED 
AS DARK, WHITE, OR BLUE PARKED ALONGSIDE ANOTHER CAR AT THIRTY- 
END PAGE THREE 





PAGE FOUR 

SIXTH AVE. AND ROOSEVELT, KENOSHA, WISC. THIS OCCURRED BETWEEN 
TEN THIRTY P.M. AND MIDNIGHT SIX SIX SIXTYTHREE. SOME SAID 
OBSERVED MAN TAKEN FROM PARKED CAR INTO POLICE CAR WHICH DROVE 
OFF, LEAVING ON LIGHTS OF PARKED CAR. A MINUTE LATER EITHER THE 
POLICE CAR ‘OR ANOTHER CAR RETURNED TO THE PARKED CAR, LEAVING OUT 
A PASSENGER AND DRIVING ON. THE PASSENGER TURNED OFF THE LIGHTS 
OF THE PARKED CAR, AND THEN DROVE IT WITH LIGHTS OUT UNTIL CAME TO 
NEXT CORNER AND DISSAPPEARED. NO MARKINGS OBSERVED ON POLICE CAR 
WHICH. WAS DESCRIBED AS NOT SAME AS KENOSHA PD CARS. 

ONE NEIGHBOR OF FARM HOUSE OBSERVED WHAT HE BELIEVED MIGHT 
BE A BLACK NINETEEN FIFTYNINE FORD PARKED ABOUT ONE A.M. SIX 
SEVEN SISTYTHREE IN DRIVEWAY OF HOUSE WHERE BIERNAT BODY FOUND. 
ONE NEIGHBORING FAMILY OF THREE PEOPLE STATED HEARD THREE SHOTS 
LIKE SHOTGUN IN VICINITY OF FARMHOUSE SOMETIME BETWEEN TEN P.M. 
AND TWELVE Р.М. ON SIX SIX SIXTYTHREEN, FURTHER INVESTIGATION OF 
AREA BEING MADE. 

NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTIGATION NEGATIVE AT SIXTIETH STREET AND 
SIXTIETH AVE., KENOSHA, WISC. WHERE COVELLI CLAIMS RELEASED FROM 
POLICE CAR,, AND AT FIFTYSEVENTH AVE. AND SIXTIETH STREET, KENOSHA, 
END PAGE FOUR | 
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PAGE ‘FIVE 
WISC. WHERE COVELLI STATED HE RECOVERED HIS CAR ON INFORMATION 
GIVEN BY ABDUCTORS. 
OF WILLIAM COVELLI, ADVISED HIS A 
CLIENT WILL NOT SUBMIT TO POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION UNLESS CERTAIN 
CONDITIONS ARE MET WHICH HE WILL OUTLINE IN LETTER HE WILL FORWARD 
THIS WEEKEND TO MILWAUKEE OFFICE AFTER HE GIVES MATTER SOME THOUGHT. 
SAYS PRINCIPALLY CONCERNED ABOUT QUALITY OF POLYGRAPH OPERATOR 
AND POSSIBLE DEVIATION FROM SUBJECT MATTER OF ALLEGED ABDUCTION 
OF QUESTIONS ASKED COVELLI. IN VIEW od |роѕтттон AND 
FACT THAT WITNESSES TEND TO CORROBORATE COVELLI-S ABDUCTION STORY, 
IT IS NOT RECOMMENDED HE BE GIVEN POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION. 
RE MILWAUKEE ARITEL MAY THIRTYONE CAPTIONED PCI ; | bé 


PIC 
| |Ұно COMMENTED THAT 70 


ACCORDING TO FRANK PETER BALISTRIERI, 









BALISTRIERI INVITED INFORMANT TO: 
00 ON DOUBLE DATE WITH НІМ AS HE WAS INTERESTED 
IN QUOTE STUDYING THIS TYPE OF PERSON UNQUOTE. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FURNISHED| ——— |ТорАҮ THAT pe 
: BALISTRIERI, ALSO A CLIENT, ALLEGED AN INCIDENT OCCURRED ABOUT 
END PAGE FIVE 
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PAGE SIX 
FIVE DAYS AGO, THAT HE WAS SURVEILLED Ap AFTER HAVING A COUPLE . 
OF DRINKS HE APPROACHED A CAR BELIEVED BY HIM TO BE SURVEILLING, 
OPENED THE DOOR AND GRABBED OCCUPANT BY SHIRT FRONT, COCKED HIS 
FIST AND REQUESTED IDENTIFICATION. OCCUPANT ALLEGEDLY ADVISED 
QUOTE I-M A POLICEMAN WITH THE FBI UNQUOTE. BALISTRIERI LET 
GO OF SHIRT AND ALLEGEDLY OBTAINED МАМЕ ОР PERSON AS KNICKREHM. 
SA ALBERT B. KNICKREHM ASSIGNED TO CRIMINAL INTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, 
INTERVIEWS NUMEROUS HOODLUMS AND KNOWN BY THEM. ADVISED SITUATION 
DID NOT OCCUR. APPROPRIATE AFFIDAVIT BEING OBTAINED FROM SA 
KNICKREHM AND WILL BE FORWARDED TO BUREAU PROMPTLY. 
|__| STATED BALISTRIERI IS ANXIOUS TO ENCOUNTER AN FBI 

AGENT ON SURVEILLANCE WHO REFUSES IDENTIFICATION, AS HE IS LOOKING 
FOR CHANCE TO HIT ONE.AND THEN NOT BE LIABLE FOR PROSECUTION FOR 
ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER. | [STATED BALISTRIERI NOT 
CONCERNED ABOUT STATE ASSAULT AND BATTERY CHARGE.| [staten 
HE WOULD BE PLEASED WITH: SUCH ACTION OF BALISTRIERI. 

AS BUREAU IS AWARE, MILWAUKEE OFFICE HAS BEEN ‘INTENSIFYING 
ITS EFFORTS IN THE CRIMINAL INTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, WHICH HAS 
INVOLVED IN ADDITION, INTERVIEWS WITH PERSONS IN HOODLUM ELEMENT. 
END PAGE SIX ' 
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PAGE SEVEN 
THIS HAS BEEN INTENSIFIED PARTICULARLY DUE TO THE BIERNAT MATTER. 
IT IS FELT THAT THIS WORK DONE BY THIS OFFICE HAS RESULTED IN 
CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE BEING PLACED ON HOODLUM ELEMENT, AND IT | 
APPEARS REASONABLE TO EXPECT THAT THESE HOODLUMS WILL FABRICATE 
EVERY CONCEIVABLE STORY IN THEIR EFFORTS TO THWART INVESTIGATIVE 
ACTIVITIES OF FBI. MILWAUKEE IS NOT RELEASING ITS PRESSURE ОМ 
THIS ELEMENT. BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED OF ANY ADDITIONAL EFFORTS BY 
HOODLUMS IN THIS REGARD. 
CORRS PA 
PAGE SIX LINE ONE-UORD—EIGHT-SHOULD-BE AND. 
PAGE.SIX—-LINE—FEFTEEN-HORK-THREE-SHOULD-BE STATE 
END ACK PLS 
5-51 AM OK FBI WA HFL 
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— 6/12/63 | 
CODE 


TELETYPE 
RADIOGRAM— 





TO SAC MILWAUKEE 
| | FROM DIRECTOR FBI. 
bi COVELLI, HOODLUM ACTIVITIES, MILWAUKEE DIVISION. 

FOR YOUR CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION AT THIS TIME, THE DEPARTMENT 
TODAY ADVISED THAT] |THE ORGANIZED CRIME SECTION WILL °™ 
BE IN MILWAUKEE ON MONDAY, JUNE SEVENTEEN, ONE NINE SIX THREE, TO 
ASSIST USA IN CONVENING А GRAND JURY, PROBABLY DURING THE FIRST WEEK 
OF JULY, ONE NINE SIX THREE, THIS GRAND JURY WILL INQUIRE INTO THE 
MURDER OF ANTHONY J, BIERNAT AND INTO THE IMPERSONATION OF FBI AGENTS 
IN THE ALLEGED COVELLI ABDUCTION, ‘THE CONVENING OF THIS GRAND JURY 
SHOULD BE OF MATERIAL ASSISTANCE TO YOUR OFFICE IN YOUR INVESTIGATION 
TO DETERMINE THE IDENTITIES OF THE INDIVIDUALS WHO ALLEGEDLY ABDUCTED, 
COVELLI, 2 

IMMEDIATELY ASSEMBLE А LIST ОҒ HOODLUMS WHO SHOULD BE BROUGHT 2 
BEFORE THIS GRAND JURY TOGETHER WITH PERTINENT INFORMATION AS TO 
WHAT EACH OF THESE INDIVIDUALS CAN BE EXPECTED TO TESTIFY TO. ANY 
INFORMATION TENDING TO ESTABLISH POSSIBILITY OF dr a se id V rr d 
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 McA:asg (^ А 19 JUN 13 1963 
Біледі next contact missed, send 7 urgent, coded d teletype. -. 

: | { ANVLICE. 
Саам mew e 2 те ег B T VIA TELETYPE 
E 46 TATE Ts ғ 
Gale, unn E " "uL. 1 P 
8 d JUN jo Ug - 


Tavel 





Ttotter Ed 


Tele Room қанатын, EY 1 
Holmes LL. / ia 
Сому 27. MAL коо СІ TELETYPE nt | e 











Radiogram to Milwaukee 
Re; Willian Covelli 


AGENCIES, PARTICULAR EMPHASIS SHOULD BE GIVEN ТО DEVELOPING ANY 
INFORMATION i ү nu ACTED AS A PROCURER, 
THE DEPARTMENT НАН ADVISED THAT ТО ASSIST yog 
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ғо: беу. 12-19-86) | E й 
| 7 y | i | | " 
| Mr. Tote 
F'BI а | Mr. Pus 
li Mr, +I ar, 28 - rts 
D a | IM». fia NS Aot 
ate: June 10, 1963 | жаты 
| Ме, жы 
Transmit the following in. : | жаа Асылы ыы. 
(Туре іп plain text or code) TEM P 
| Liz, T > m 
Via AIRTEL _____ AIR MAIL - REGISTERED uu d [mE 
(Priority or Method of Moiling) | | Mr, Sie S 
і ee Aum әз Ms RD жын “ығы um аы A с Мт "o eem 
| udi чи Чо ер Баа 
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (162-777) Mis. Bc 
; “тез, __ 
| | Miss Gandy. 
FROM: SAC, MILWAUKEE (162-49) 
O aetna tie To 
WILLIAM COVELLI, AKA - 
IGA а 
OO- МІ | 


Re Milwaukee teletypes to Bureau 6-8-63, wherein there is reported 
an allegation by WILLIAM COVELLI that two men representing them- 
selves as being FBI Agents, abducted him on the evening of 6-6-63, 


At the time of this alleged happening, two Agents only were on 
duty in Wis, area, They were INS, JR. 
and CHARLES TF. AHERN, bot both of whom have signed affidavits 


categorically denying any participation in the actions alleged by 
C I, and describing their activities on the evening of 6-6-63, 


at Milwaukee, Wis., who was Bu | 
456 
p7 







WILLIAM COVELLI, advised that FRANK BALISTRIERI 
alleged that about five days previously, 7 
an automobile he believed was surveilling 


г ар ас 
him, grabbed the occupant by the front of his sh ed his 

| fist and requested identification, According tol | the 
occupant told BALISTRIERI, "I am a policeman with the FBI." 
BALISTRIERI left this man alone, after obtaining his name as 


being KNICKREHM, n 
DN 

Enclosed herewith is an affidavit of SA ALBERT B. KNICKREHM denying] ` 

this event occurred, | A" 


/ 


and 1 copy of each of three 


Enclosures to Bureau -- Orig 
н Nd entioned. jeen” { 
ee > Buren SU (oic ot — NEM P B 
Е 
m. E ES И рыл, REC- 21 /oZ н 2277 ЕН: 
44 сагала An E 
à 





Sw. ао, | P 
N2 p 2f Mg su 12 лез HC 
4 | 


МӘЛЕ Кл 
75 ГД, Н Рет | С. 


Approved: \ 
p Agent їп 7. Árge 
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Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
June 10, 1963 


TO: WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


oa dune n ое н 2 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, advised that FRANK BALISTRIERI, ‘who 


is a client of his, alleged that about five days. previous, 
BALISTRIERI, thinking. he was being surveilled,. approached 
a Surveilling саг, opened the door, grabbed the occupant 
by the front of his shirt, cocked his fist and requested 
identification. According to the occupant 
reportedly advised BALISTRIERI, "I am a policeman with 
the FBI," whereupon BALISTRIERI let go of the occupant!s. 
Shirt and allegedly obtained the name of the person as 
being -KNICKREHM, 


I emphatically deny that any such incident 
took place. It is to be noted that FRANK BALISTRIER? is 
a top hoodlum of the. Milwaukee office, Inasmuch as I am 
assigned to the Criminal Intelligence Program, I have 
interviewed numerous hoodlums in the Milwaukee: area; 
therefore, it is possible that BALISTRIERI obtained my 
name from one of ‘these individuals, 


1 wish to state that should any such incident 


ever occur whereupon I would be assaulted by any individual, 
immediate and appropriate action would be taken by myself. 


OII В ЕР == 


Subscribed to and sworn before me this 
lOth day of June, 1963 


© чи Е 


PAUL: H STODDARD: 





Milwaukee,. Wisconsin 
June 10, 1963 


TO. WHOM. IT MAY CONCERN: 


І have .been.informed of the allegation of WILLIAM 
COVELLI of ‘Kenosha, Wisconsin;. to the effect that ‘he was. 
abducted at Kenosha, Wisconsin on June 6, 1963, at 10:30 P.M,,. 
by two-men who represented themselves as FBI Agents, 


On the evening of June 6,. 1963, I returned. to 
the Kenosha Resident Agency office at approximately 8:15 P.M., 
and wrote personal correspondence until about 10:50 P.M., 
when. left. the resident agency. enroute to the residence of 
SA. WILLIAM J.. HIGGINS, JR. Because I forgot a personal item 
(cigarettes), I returned: to the resident agency office a 
few minutes after 11:00 P.M.,..and' then proceeded to. SA HIGGINS! 
residence, where I remained over night, 


Y categorically and unequivocally deny participation. 
іп :ог any relationship whatsoever to COVELLI's alleged abduction, 





‘Subscribed. to and sworn.before me 
this 10th day of June, 1963 














Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
June 10,. 1963 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


I have been informed 
I of Kenosha,. Wis., 
to the effect that COVELLI was abducted at 
Kenosha, Wis. on June 6, 1963 at approximately 10:30 P.M. 
by two nen who represented themselves as FBI Agents. 


On. the evening of June 6, 1963, I departed from 
the Kenosha, Wis, Resident Agency office at 720 59th Place, 
Kenosha, at 7:16 P.M., to deposit mail at the U, S. Post 
Office for Milwaukee and to return Bureau car number 31 to 
the contract garage, located at 63rd and Sheridan Road, 


known as Ralph's Cities Service Garage. I er — 


the car 7:31 P.M.. and walked to my residence located. 
Kenosha, where I remained with my family the balance of the 
evening and did not depart from the premises. Shortly after 
11:00 P.M., SA CHARLES Е. AHERN came to the residence on an 
earlier invitation to remain there over night while he was 
in Kenosha, and after his arrival neither AHERN nor I 

left the residence. 


I categorically and unequivocally deny 
participation in or having any relationship whatsoever to 
COVELLI's alleged abduction. 


Subscribed to and sworn before me 
this 10th day of June, 1963 
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Date: 6/10/63 | 
| 
Transmit the following in AIRTEL Д 
(Туре in plain text or code) | 
Via AIR MAIL | 
ы or Method I nid | 
TOs DIRECTOR, ЕВІ белт) | 
SAC, CHICAGO (162-271 
FROM: SAC, WAUKEE (162-49) (P) D 
| SUBJECT: WILLIAM COVELLI, aka. es 
и ЗА 


00: MILWAUKEE 


Re Milwaukee tels (2) to Bureau dáted 6/8/63, 
of which Chicago received no copies, 


The following is a summary of all investigation to date: 


At about 4 a.m. on 6/7/63 

WILLIAM COVELLI, called SAC PAUL Н, STODDARD by telephone to 

advise that his client had been kidnapped on the previous 

evening and released some hours later. He said LLI рб 
told him that two FBI Agents bad kidnapped him. said s 
there was no indication of interstate transportation bu | 
STODDARD said it appeared that there might have been an imper- 
sonation involved. Therefore, а ts were made for 

immediate interview of COVELLI. остова that he be 
present at the time[ | . ]was interviewed. 


Lans it informed that he wanted to pick “| 
waukee PD Detective, who has been detached from the depart- | 


ment to work for the John Doe ingu ch has been in progress jbs 
in Milwaukee for the past year. was informed by SAC b7C 
STODDARD that the FBI would conduct its own invest 

terview COVELLI, and any business that had 


would have to be conducted separately. Thereafter, 
SAC STODDARD and Agents ALEXANDER Be LE rr and ARM 5 


LBA- Bureau (AM) EVN ” 


2- севе: (Regular. Mail) 





ROT/imp ^ С 4 | m 
(7) Д | D 
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Transmit the following іп. 


Via 


“қым қз» — 


Ф 





Ф 





FBI 


Date: 





(Type in plain text or code) ` 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 


“ы rii, am МАЦА жі жала Vemm isum ийи кыши Мақа Ұйық жән мин йа ысы Өтен омы таша AVE дән URGERE mp INR „жїн sep бы ирин уны шш ёш» ңін ҚЫҚ ‚шы жалы EUR MAD deus MEAM йы Ашып Gum am cpm 1 ле ER mi eun umm oh 


THOMPSON proceeded: to Kenosha where COVELLI was first inter- 
viewed at his home, After the scope of the matter had been 
ascertained, the following signed statement was taken from 
COVELLI at the Kenosha Resident Agency: 


"Kenosha, Wisconsin 
June 7,. 1963 


"I, William Covelli, make the following voluntary 
statement to Alexander P, Le Grand and Richard C. 
Thompson, who have identified themselves. to me as 
Special Agents of the FBI. No threats or promises 
have been made to me to induce me to make this 


st | 
, аш 
. who is present at the making of this statement. 


"I reside at 7827 36th Ave., Kenosha, Wis. I was 
born Oct, 5th, 1919, in Kenosha, Wis. 


"On the evening of June 6, 1963, I left Greco's | 
Restaurant, 22 Ave, and 56 St., Kenosha, at about 
10:30 PM, I drove out Roosevelt Road to the corner 
of 36th Ave., and made a left turn, toward my home, 
Just after I turned, I heard a siren and I saw a 
car that had а гей flasher on top pull up beside 
те. I stopped my car, and the other car stopped 
beside me, on my left. А man jumped out of the 
car and opened my car door. I said, "What do you 
want?" The man said, "Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion", апа he pulled me out of the car and said, 
"This has gone far enough", Then he turned me so I 
faced the car and put handcuffs on me, behind my 
back, Then he pushed me into the back seat of the 
car with the red flasher, taking my glasses off 
after he did во. Then this man got into the back 
seat with me. Не put a hood over my head. It seemed 
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"like a wool sweater, loose. at the bottom where it 
came about to my chin, Тһе car pulled away. 

Shortly thereafter I asked whether they had taken 
the keys out of my car, but I got no answer, Then 
we drove a long time - maybe about #5 minutes. 
Nothing was said during this drive. It was very 
dark, and I could see nothing. I think we went over 
some paved roads and some gravel or dirt roads. I 
noted only about 3 on-coming cars. Then we stopped 
and the lights went out on the car I was in. Then 
someone said, "Get out." І couldn't move well with 
the handeuffs behing me, so the man who sat next to 
me helped me out of the car. Then either he or the 
driver took me by the belt, in the middle of my 
back, and guided me some yards and then down some 
steps. Тһе man said, "Step down", and І went down 
one step. Не continued similar instructions, and 

I kept going down steps - maybe 3 or 4 of them, 

Then one man said, "Put your head down", and I did, 
but just grazed my head a little on some over-head 
obstruction, Then the man guided me forward perhaps 
ten yards. Then we stood around for awhile. Then 

I was guided to a sort of guard rail and held over 
it. Then my hood was raised, and I saw a hole with  " 
a little water in it. Тһе hole was about 32 feet deep, 
Т feet long and 5 feet wide. Опе of the men had a 
small flashlight which was shined on the hole. One 
man said, "Do you know who dug that hole, that's >’ - 
where Biernat was buried?" - or words to that effect. 
I said I didn't know. Then the man who held my belt 
pushed me down onto the ground. One of the men had 
tipped up my hood so I could look into the hole, but 
he put the hood down again before he pushed me down, 
Then there was a wait. Then one man asked me if I 
knew who murdered Biernat. I said I didn't know 
anything about it. Then one man said, "Then we'll 
have to play a little Russian roulette", He lifted 
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"up my hood and for a seconda? so and showed me that 


he was taking the bullets out of the cylinder of his 
gun, The gun was. a short model, and I cannot say 
what calibre, The gun was dark. Then one man told 


me to get up. He guided me to the hole again and 


Approved: 


leaned me over the guard rail. Then one of the men 
again pulled up my hood and shined the light into 
the hole and said, "Who killed Biernat?" I said I 
didn't know, and he repeated the question about three 
times. Then one of the men pulled the trigger of a 
gun that was against my head just behind my right ear. 
Then the man that held my belt pushed me down on the 
ground again. This process was repeated about four 
times, and іп between these episodes both men talked. 
They said Т was lucky that I hadn't got the bullet 
and asked whether I knew what my chance was of getting 
it the next time. They asked if I were sorry for my 
wife and kids, as I was going to get killed. They 
said that the Covellis were used to getting killed, 
as my father was killed. They asked 1f I were afraid 
of the mob, to which I answereed, "What mob?" One 
of the men asked who was, апа І told him 
it was Then one of the men 
said, "You are going to give us some names." I 
asked, "What names?" ‘The man said he would take 
the handcuffs off and tell me what to write. Не” 
said, "You will write the names that we tell you". 
Then he mentioned the names of Joe Gurera and Steve 
De Salvo. I said I couldn't write any names down, 
if I couldn't prove it. The men didn't take my 
cuffs off, although they touched them once, as if 
they were going to remove the cuffs, One of the men 
said, "You introduced somebody to Tony Biernat." I 
E I didn't. Не said I was lying, as Tony had told 
SO, 
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"One of the men had walked away, but he came back and 


said, "Let's take him somewhere else." Then the men 
pulled me up. We stood there about five minutes. 
Then one of the men reached into my left pocket and 
pulled out a folder of business cards, He went 
through them, Later I noticed that there were two 
Slips of paper missing from this folder. Тһе пап 
also pulled some currency out of my pocket, but put 
it back. Then one man said, "Now we are going to 
frame you, I've got what I want - your handwriting - 


and he mumbled some other things. Then he pulled some 


hairs from the back of my head. Then І was guided 

out again. Outside we waited for the other man (the 
one not guiding me). Then the man that held my belt 
pressed something against my hand. I asked what that 


was, but got no answer. Then I heard a car door slam, 


and the other man came back and said, "ок." Then 
we got into the car again. Nothing was said as we 
drove. I could feel that I was sitting оп a blanket. 
About mid-way during the drive one man said he was 
going to take my handcuffs off, but I shouldn't try 
anything funny. I said, "Do you think I'm nuts," and 
he took the cuffs off and told me to keep my hands 
ln my lap. We continued the trip and I was dropped 


off in Kenosha on 60th Street and about 54 or 55 Ave. 
As I was dropped off, the man sitting with me in the 


back seat of the car turned me toward the car door, 
put my glasses in my shirt pocket and pulled my hood 
off just as he pushed me out the door, The car һай 
stopped, but started up again even before the man in 
the back seat had closed the car door. I tried to 
get the license number as the car pulled away, but 
saw none - only a light in the middle of the rear 
end of the саг where Т thought the license should 
have been, 


"About 10 ос 15 minutes before I was put out of the 


car, the car stopped and the diver got out and did 
something at the back of the car. 
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"When I was put out of the car, the man in the back 
seat threw my keys out the door onto the pavement, 
He said, "Your car is down a couple blocks." 


"The car looked to me like a 5 or 6 year old Plymouth 
of some color, not black, The flasher on top was : 
smaller than those on Kenosha police cars, There 
was no lettering on the car. 


"The driver of the car was slender and wore glasses; 
I estimate that һе was about 5 feet 11 inches tall. 
I can't say anything else about the driver, 


"The man who was in the back seat with me was about 
6 feet tall and weighed about 195 lbs. I think he 
was about #5 years old. His complexion was ruddy. 
І saw him for only for seconds when he got me out 

of my car and when he released me. 


"lt was about 2 or 2:15 AM on June 7, 1963, when I 
was released, There are still some red marks on my 
wrists from the handcuffs. It is now 10:15 AM of 
June 7, 1963. | 


"On going through my folder, I observed that my 
drivers license is now missing, although I had 1% 
last night. 


"Wnile at the place which was said to be Biernat!s 
grave, І said that I did not think that the Ғ, B. I. 
treated people like this. One of the men said, "We 
aren't the FP, B. I. we are friends of the F, В. іы, 
and we do this kind of work, because they can't do it. ч 


"I volunteer to take а lie-detector test on any of the 
material covered in the fore-going statement. I give 
шу permission for the dusting of my car for finger- 
prints. 

6 


Approved: ысы MEL OO eiu LL ег 
Special Agent in Charge 

















FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56): 


t 

| 

І 

* Ы ` ' | 
| e е о 
| | 

| 

: | 

| 

| 

| 

| 





FBI 


Date: 


Transmit the following {п 





(Type in plain text or code) 


Via ТЕ 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 


TENOR UI к..-...... 


"миы мы cuim Шаш Аме ата UM, тына өтіп ішіне Жың (ves қый өніп мәні бітіп Мына AGAS Ұға» жені бі йн НЫН уақ ир, анша жина жә Amie мы» қын "мн SPUR ты йы» ойы» нні MER жәна ын! ÜRUR Quam ИЩ лімін жона қышы ЖӨНІ WA 


МІ 162-4 


"І read this statement consisting of two and опе 
half pages and it is true. 


"/s/ William Covelli 
"Witness: 


Richard C, Thompson 
Special Agent, F.B.I., Milwaukee Office, June 7, 1963 


Alexander P, Le Grand 
Special Agent, FBI, Milwaukee, Wis. 6/7/63" 


On 6/7/63 COVELLI was taken to the site of recovery of the 
body. of ANTHONY J. BIERNAT which hadubeen found buried in. the 
basement of an abandoned farmhouse. Careful examination was 
made of the dirt floor in this basement and no footprints, 
were found, and there were indications that all footprints 
had been obliterated by someone, The dirt clearly showed the 
footprints of agents and COVELLI as an inspection was made of 
the area. COVELLI identified the spot as the place to which 
he had been taken by persons he alleged abducted him. He 
denied ever having been to this spot before that occasion. 


It is noted that in his signed statement COVELLI described 

the hole in which his abductors stated BIERNAT had been buried 
as three and one half feet deep, seven feet long.and five feet 
wide, It was noted that the hole was filled with water to 
within a couple inches of the top and it would have been 
impossible to estimate the depth of the hole. Probing with 

а stick disclosed that it was several feet deep. 


Tire tracks were observed in the yard of the farm house: 
Photographs and plaster casts were made of these tracks. 


Farmers who used the road past this farmhouse were interviewed 
on 6/7/63 with the following results by SAs RICHARD С, THOMPSON 
and ALEXANDER Р, LE GRAND: 
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Wis. stated that} ос 
observed a ack automobile which he 
thought might possibly have been'a 1959 Ford, facing outward 
in the driveway of the farmhouse. 


b6 ^ 
— | Wisconsin, advised that sometime between  |^7^ · 


10:00 and 12:00 midnight they heard three shots they believed 
from a shotgun coming from the direction of the farm, There 
ap 2. to be some doubt at first whether the sounds. 
6/5/63 or 6/6/63 before they decided it was on 6/6/63. 
stated that about 10:00 PM an old. саг with a loud 
mu 


er, otherwise undescribed, made about four trips down 
the road, but he doesn't know who drove the car, 
b6 


Wis., left the area for b7C 
work at 10:00 PM 3 and observed nothing. 


All of these individuals advised there are hunters and lovers 
who frequent the pertinent farm, and that gunfire іп the area 
із not unusual. 


ADDIOVOU Au дысы ылы шал ОЕА eM JOE 
Special Адел! іп Charge 








FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 


E ч 
К і 
t: ™ ta 





P 





FBI 


Date: 


Transmit the following in 





(Type in plain text or code) 





(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 
Meh жз saline deum sinh ішті shün Жәй» mé Ан Mu" DU яғын Ал sm чып арар» SOR a Аны) ЫН АЕ жән» ERA Ұшық қам” ЧЫ "Ade «дийг ceu win жық G SEED Ақық ааа ЭР GERD Ұлын бақы ЫҢ ішін ui қана тән 1. аға. ИШИ аға ek аы ңы А = 


MI 162-49 


On 6/7/63, SA CHARLES Е, AHERN conducted a neighborhood investiga- 

tion with negative results at 60th Avenue and 60th Street where 

COVELLI stated he was left out by his alleged abductors. It is 
"noted that COVELLI in his signed statement said ho was left out 

at 60th Street and about 54th or 55th Ave., but on 6/7/63 he had 

been taken to the spot he was allegedly released and identified 

it as 60th Street and 60th Ave.  COVELLI on 6/7/63 identified the 

exact spot where his car was allegedly recovered, Ап examination 

of this spot and neighborhood investigation were negative, 


On 6/7/63, SAs RICHARD C, THOMPSON and ALEXANDER P, LE GRAND con- 
ducted the following neighborhood investigation at 36th Ave, and 
Roosevelt, Kenosha, Wisconsin, which was the spot from which 
COVELLI claimed to be abducted: 


heard a siren between |^^ 
10:30 PM and 10:45 PM, 6/6/63, saw two men from a new model car, not|^' 
otherwise described, arrest а man from another car and leave, Ко 
red light was on the car. They believe this car must һауе gone 
around the block because a minute later а fellow was dropped off 
from а car, and drove off in the car of the arrested man,  Thoy 
noted that the lights of the arrested man's car had been left on, 
but as it was being driven off the man turned off the lights and 
turned right at the next corner. | 


————— — D GÀ Kenosha, advised that late [>< 
on 6/6/63, they heard a siren and looked out and saw a 1959 Lincoln |> 


of dark color stop alongside of another automobile, Two men from 
the Lincoln took an individual from the other car and put him in 
the back seat of the Lincoln and dráve off, А few minutes later 
‘another automobile dropped off а man who then drove off in the car 
of the arrested man after turning off the lights of this automobile. 
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They are unable to describe any of the individuals involved except 
that one of the men in the Lincoln was approximately 6 feet, They 
saw no red flasher on the Lincoln automobile, | 


ТИНИНИН! advised that at approximatel 
eleven А ; She heard а siren but saw nothing. 


P| advised that shortly 
before eleven PM on 6/6/63 they heard а siren апа observed a 

сас with red light flashing pull another over to the curb, They 
heard а the car pulled over state;;, "What do you think you're 
doing?" believed а red flasher was on the top of 

the automobile w е siren, bu aden it was 

on the side of the automobile. They thought the car with the siren 
was dark in color and the car pulled to the side a cream color. 
Because of the darkness they could not see what happened, Later, 
another car came by slowly and they saw an individual drive the 
cream colored automobile away with lights out, 


| сс тт -EXZATDICR GDERACARC SAS advised that 
between 11 PM and :30 - ey heard а siren and saw 


on 
а white Cadillac with а red light on the left fender flashing 
pull another automobile to the curb across the street, They saw 
two men from the white Cadillac take а man out of the other car 
and frisk him and then put him into the Cadillac, leaving the 
other automobile with lights turned on, А minute later, another 
automobile, which they believed to be a blue 1947 Plymouth or 
Dodge, came by with two men in it and one of these men drove 

off in the parked car after turning off its lights. 


р Л а ы ы = advised that on 
6/6/63, shortly after | ey heard a siren and observed а 


? 
Plymouth with big fins, probably blue in color, pull another car 
over to the side of the streot, The men in tho car pulled to the 
curb stated, "Now what's wrong?" but they heard no response, This 
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man тав put into the Plymouth апа driven off, They believe the 
Plymouth must have gone around the block because а minute later 

& man came out of another car and drove off in the parked car 

after turning off its lights. thought the 2- 
flasher on the Plymouth was red, but thought it |^ 
was amber in color. They were not sure where the flasher was, but 
they did not think it was on the top of the car. 


On 6/7/63, no other neighbors were available, but on 6/8/63 the 
following individuals were interviewed: 
b6 


enc ceri r a advised that on |>7с 
6/6/63 between 10:15 PM and 10:45 PM she heard а вігеп and 


observed two cars stop immediately below her second story window, 
One cay she believed, was a white Dodge station wagon which had 
been pulled to the curb by a medium-blue Cadillac. She heard the 
man in the station wagon say, "What did I do now?" She heard 
mgmbling from the other two шеп from the.Cadillac but was unable 
to distinguish any words. These men handcuffed the man from the 
station wagon and placed him in the Cadillac and drove off, leavin 
the station wagon parked along the side of the road with the 
motor running and lights on, Ав the Cadillac left, she noticed 

it had yellow and green license plates, which she states she 

knows were Illinois plates with which she is familiar since she 
drives to Chicago regularly to attend school, She was unable to 
obtain any license number, She said the Cadillac had а red light 
gi on the fender or spot-light, She did not know where the 
giren was located. She thought the situation was suspicious and 
went to the telephone to call the police when she heard the 
station wagon leaving the scene, and looking out saw it disappear 
with lights out down the street. She then decided it was probably 
& legitimate arrest and did not telephone the police. She 
described the men in the Cadillac as being tall with suits on 
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and probably bareheaded, although she was not certain, The man 
from the station wagon wore а white shirt and dark gray trousers, 


othing and were probably not at home, Б?С 


п 
татты advised he heard а siren but saw.nothing. 


On 6/8/63, SAs ALEXANDER P, LE GRAND and RICHARD C, THOMPS ON 

conducted a further search at the abandoned farm site. where b6 

ANTHONY J, BIERNAT had been buried in view of the fact that 57C 
heard three shotgun blasts prior to mid- 

па: ы from that direction, but nothing of significance 

was found, 


On 6/8 T B. KNICKREHM and CHARLES А, AUSTIN intere |10 
viewe Greco's Restaurant, 2209 - 
56th St., Kenosha, along with waitresses, but obtained no informa~ 


tion pertinent to this matter. In fact,|  ]claimed prior ignorance 
of the alleged kidnapping of COVELLI, 


On 6/7/63, SA WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, Jre, processed WILLIAM COVELLI's 
1962 off-white Dodge Dart station wagon, fordor, and obtained several 
latent fingerprints of questionable value. The fingerprints of 
WILLIAM COVELLI, his wife and one other individual who had access 

to the car had.been obtained, The fingerprints of another 

individual who had access to the car will be obtained when he is 
available, 


On 6/7/63, SA HIGGINS advised Capt, ARTHUR J, RILEY of the Kenosha 
PD of the nature of the investigation, Capt. RILEY said that his 
department had received information of a possible abduction, but 
no complaint, and he had caused a check to be made with certain 
Illinois authorities such as the Lake County SO and the North 
Chicago PD for information about the car with siren and red light, 
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Capt, RILEY said that the Sheriff of Lake County, CHARLIE LARSON, 
had informed him that no police or sheriff's cars were.known to 
have been stolen. but that RILEY should not disregard the 

| possibility thetprivate investigators шау have been involved. 


On 6/8/63, SAs KNICKREHM and AUSTIN contacted Chief Investigator 
[|  — . — č | Kenosha County SO, who said that һе had received 56 
no complaint in this matter and intended to. conduct no investigation, зс 
‘On 6/8/63, Capt. ARTHUR J, RILEY, Kenosha PD, was recontacted by 
SAs KNICKREHM and AUSTIN with negative results. 


With further r e to Attorne — it should be b6 + 
ised on.6/8/63 that late on b7C 
conferred with FRANK b7D ° 






approximately two hours, 


LEADS 
THE CHICAGO DIVISION: 


At Waukegan, Illinois: 


1. Will contact Sheriff CHARLES LARSON concerning the above alleged | 
abduction for any information he may have which may throw light on 
the matter. 





2, Will contact other logical police agencies in the Waukegan 
area for the same purpose, 


3, Will through the above authorities determine whether private 
detectives in Illinois have cars equipped with red light and siren. 
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FROM SAC MILWAUKEE 131622 


ҰНАТАМ COVELLI, AKA, IGA. 00: MILWAUKEE, =<2 = 

1 ВЕ BURAD JUNE 12 LAST. E 
THE FOLLOWING ASSOCIATES OF WILLIAM COVELLI INTERVIEWED WITH 

NEGATIVE RESULTS AT KENOSHA, WISCONSIN JUNE 12 LAST: FRANK BARCA, 

5227 13TH AVENUE; PETER BARCA, 1230 SHERIDAN ROAD; AL ALBANA, 

3029 52 STREET; 


THE FOLLOWING ASSOCIATES OF THE MURDERED ANTHONY J. BIERNAT 
INTERVIEWED AND ACCOUNTED FOR WHEREABOUTS ON NIGHT OF ABDUCTION: 
SAM IAQUINTA, 4605 65TH STREET; ge 


ALL KENOSHA. 
MR, AND MRS, WILLIAM COVELLI ON JUNE 12 LAST ADVISED THAT 
ON WEDNESDAY JUNE 5, THE NIGHT BEFOREALLEGED ABDUCTION THEY 
THOUGHT A BLUE PLYMOUTH AUTOMOBILE WITH ILLINOIS LICENSE PLATES 
CONTAINING TWO MEN HAD FOLLOWED THEM. 
MRS. DOMINIC PRINCIPE ADVISED HER HUSBAND HAD LEFT KENOSHA, 
WIS, FOR LAKE ZURICH, ILLINOIS ABOUT 10:30 P.M., JUNE 6 LAST, 
И $1222 idi 


БУС 
| ARE ж bn г 8р. 
(ST, 1 cx. TEE s 12 JUN 2 





fc Ды *ng 
р A o i+ fe \ И: 
© H the intelligence contained in the aboye message is to be disseminated outside ihe Bureau, it is suggeste 
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paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems. gges it be suitably 
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PAGE TWO FROM SAC MILWAUKEE 131622 


IMMEDIATELY MADENTO CONTACT PRINCIPE AT LAKE ZURICH NEGATIVE, 
BUT PRINCIPE TELEPHONICALLY .ADVISED MILWAUKEE OFFICE TODAY WILL 


BE AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW, PRINCIPE 
EFFORTS BEING MADE TO INTERVIEW 27 HOODLUMS IN MILWAUKEE, 
WIS., TODAY. | 


MURDER. 


RECEIVED: 


2:10 PM 


IS SUSPECT 


IN BIERNAT 





If the intelligence contained in the above message is to бе disseminated outside the Bureau, it i$ suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 
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URGENT 6-11-65 
px 
FROM SAC MILWAUKEE 111602 


J коа г. AKA., IGA. 00 MILWAUKEE. 
REMIRAD JUNE 13 INSTANT. 

THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL HOODLUMS INTERVIEWED JUNE 13 . 
AT MILWAUKEE AND STATED THAT THEY KNEW NOTHING OF ABDUCTION | 

OF COVELLI ANO SUPPLIED INFO RE WHEREABOUTS NIGHT OF ABDUCTION. 
SAME CLAIMED THEY DO NOT KNOW COVELLI EXCEPT WHERE NOTED BELOW: 
VICTOR VITO AIELLO, NICK COLLURA 
ANTHONY MACHI, CARLO DI MAGGIO, 
CEFALU, WHO KNOWS COVELLI SLIGHTLY, 





— 


e 






SAM рб 


JOSEPH FRANK ЕМЕА REFUSED INTERVIEW ANO TOLD “AGENTS TO 
SEE HIS ATTORNEY. 

THOMAS MACH] STATED THAT HE FIGURED SOME ORGANIZATION 
DID THIS ANO FOR HIS OWN SAFETY HE WOULD NOT TELL THE F8l IF 
HE KNEW. 

THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL HOODLUMS IN KENOSHA WERE |NTER- A 
VIEWED JUNE 12 INSTANT BUT DENIED ANY KNOWLEDGE OF COVELLI 'S(7 
ABDUCTION: DOMINIC PRINCIPE WAS LOCATED AFTER INQUIRY AT 
KENOSHA HOME AND LAKE ZURICH, ILL. PIZZARIA, ADVISED AGENTS 
HE FIRST HEARD OF ABDUCTION JUNE 10 INSTANT AND HASN'T SEEN 
COVELLI SINCE ALLEGED ABDUCTION. DENIED ANY KNOWLEDGE OF 
ABDUCTION OR BIERNAT MURDER AND ACCOUNTED FOR HIS WHEREABOUTS. 

ALBERT ALBANA, LOCATED THROUGH DANTE'S BAR AFTER HE RE- ^ 
FUSED TO ANSWER DOORBELL AND TELEPHONE, WAS HOSTILE BUT SUP- 
PLIED INFO RE WHEREABOUTS ON NIGHT OF ASDUCTION AND DENIED 
KNOWLEOGE- THE REOF 





KENOSHA, WIS., ADDITIONAL WITNESS, SAIO 56 
SHE HEARS Pi PANQ SAW S WITH RED LIGHT ABOUT 10:50 PM ON 


3 b 4 JUN 198} 


If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is sugM sted that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Buréau’s cryptographic systems. 
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PAGE TWO FROM SAC MILWAUKEE 


NIGHT OF ABDUCTION BUT COULD FURNISH NO DETAILS, 
PCI, STATED 


BETWEEN TWO UNKNOWN ITALIANS IN KENOSHA TO EFFECT THAT 





mu 
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ELV ONS ám 
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56 
БТЕ 
bYD 


NINETEEN ADDITIONAL MILWAUKEE AND KENOSHA HOODLUMS BEING 


INTERVIEWED TODAY. 
TO TAKE POLYGRAPH TEST WITHOUT CONDITIONS ATTACHED, AS NO 
LETTER RECEIVED FROM HIS ATTORN AS PROMISED. 
UNDERWAY INTO BACKGROUND ANO BUREAU ВЕІМ 6 
REQUESTED INAIRTEL FOR PERMISSION TO 
POSSIBLY PROCURED 
BASED ON 











FORMERLY UTILTZED 


ISTER 


COVELLI WILL BE REQUESTED TO SIGN CONSENT 


INVESTIGATION 


b6 
PIC 


INFORMATION DEVELOPED FROM BOOK . 


ALL HOODLUMS INTERVIEWED TO DATE HAVE BEEN AGGRESSIVELY 


PRESSED ON BIERNAT MATTER AND COVELLI ABDUCTION STORY. 


ACTION 
CONCERN AS INDICATED IN 
ЕВ1 INVESTIGATION 15 GETTING WIDE SPREAD INTO ALL OF THEIR 
ZLLICIT OPERATIONS. 

MILWAUKEE CONTINUING TO PURSUE ALL ASPECTS. 


THIS 


IS CERTAINLY HAVING AN EFFECT OF CAUSING CONSIDERABLE 
INTERVIEWS WITH HOODLUMS AS TO WHETHER · 


1 


COMPREHENSIVE 


AIRTEL WITH DETAILS OF RESULTS TO DATE BEING SUBMITTED JUNE 15 


NEXT. 


MGR 


RECEIVED: 2:44 PM 


If the intelligence contained in the above message ig to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 


paraphrased in order tq protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems. 
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Memorandum N 
= Mr. Belnont/} [107 РАТЕ June 18, 1963 Т. | 

Tone nini dis 

іы С. А. Evans | Нигез кч 

«АСУ монтаны 
ў CO — ! 
SUBJECT: — WILLIAM COVELLI T 17 

HOODLUM ACTIVITIES | 


Е WISCONSIN 


^ 


; 
P 
H 


| — 
C z 
{ x ре еб 


=. Thevintensified investigation of hoodlums being 
conducted: Бу. Our Milwaukee Office in connection with the alleged 
abduction of! William Covelli is, according to our informants, causing 
a great “deal Of concern among the hoodlum element in the Milwaukee 
area, Plans How set in motion for convening a Federal Grand Jury to » 
inquire, into ithe alleged Covelli abduction, the murder of jukebox 
operator?Anthony J. Biernat,,.as well as relating hoodlum activities 
in that area should be a further disruptive factor and an excellent Ё 
tool in our drive against the underworld in the Milwaukee area. |, 
UI ЛІС 
With respect to Covelli's attoriüéy, who х 
has been acting as the "mouthpiece" for allegations made ру Covelli 
it is interesting to note that an informant has advised that JIN 
іс an egotist and loves publicity. According to this informant, he d 
would not be surprised to leara that — fhad а hand in planning 


the abduction for his client in order to embarrass the FBI. а 
is also interesting to note that Е 
222222222 Тож Milwaukee has confidentially advised 
that at m 
Q 
O 
B 
A 
O 
сә 
b6 | 
г b7C E 
ACTION: 07р 


The Milwaukee Office has been instructed to continue to 
vigorously pursue this matter and to keep Bureau fully advised of 
all developments. 


l- әккі не Riy | ^ /6 R- ee = 26 | 


l- Mre. ROPER 
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SPECIAL INVESTIGATI DIVISION 
June 15, 1963 






This relates to the alleged ab- 
:duction of Covelli by "FBI Agents." Our 
Milwaukee Office is pressing an impersona 
tion investigation to determine those re- 
sponsible for abduction. We аге also 
intensifying all our investigations of or- 
ganized criminals and have arranged for 
grand jury to be convened first week in 
July to further explore underworld matters 
in Wisconsin апа hear testimony concerning 
reported abduction of Covelli. 
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Cc MR. TO0LSON 
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"NM AKA, 1САҒ 00 MILWAUKEE. 


| | WHO HAS BEEN UNAVAILABLE SINCE MONDAY, ADVISET JE: 
TODAY, THAT FRANCIS STELLOH. AND ‘BEN DI SALVO, 427 


BOTH LOCAL "HOODLUMS, THAT THEY WERE OF THE OPINION COVELLI Ay 
PERPETRATED THIS ABDUCTION HIMSELF. HE STATED THEY; DON'T BELIEVE 
THE FBI. DID THIS, INFORMANT ADVISED THAT THEY THINK THAT 

COVELLI- SET. UP THIS ABDUCTION TO TAKE THE PRESSURE OFF НІМ, 

HE STATED THAT COVELLI MAY HAVE RECEIVED SOME INFORMATION 

THAT THE FBI:WAS GETTING CLOSE TO SOLVING THE BIERNAT CASE xa 
AND. THAT: HE WAS ABOUT TO BE QUESTIONED AGAIN ABOUT THIS. 
[FORMANT. STATED THAT BY SETTING UP THE ABDUCTION, COVELLI Š 

MIGHT GAIN SOME SYMPATHY AS WELL AS TAKE THE PRESSURE ОЕЕЕН1М. 

INFORMANT STATES THAT THE HOODLUM ELEMENT IS GETTING? MC 

QUITE. CONCERNED ABOUT ALL OF THEM BEING REINTERVIEWED BY”) ze 
THE FBI AGAIN, НЕ STATED THAT THEY HAD HOPED THE PRESSURE | 

WOULD SOON LET UP REGARDING THE BIERNAT CASE SO THEY COBLD 

AGAIN START TO OPERATE IN. THEIR OLD WAYS, BUT THAT THIS 

ABDUCTION HAD OPENED UP THAT "OLD WOUND" AND THEY DON!T 

LIKE 1Т. HE STATED THAT IF COVELLI DID PERPETRATE THIS 

ABDUCTION HIMSELF, HE OP§NED THAT THE, SYNDICATE MIGHT 





ORES sale tees. an $ 


TAKE SOME ACTION, AGAINST НІМ, КЛА. "рес. 69 22 Е 777 
WITH, REGARD TO COVELEI"S ATTORNEY, Lol" IN- bé 
o F | а а | — а 
кол LIN i MR. BELMONT FOR n DIRECTOR | кы | 
b ^ JUI 163 " c 


pte 2.57 97 Pen Bed ivities. 
If the intelligence contained in the aboy 50е is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Burecu’s cryptographic systems. 
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Tolson 
Ы Belmont. 
Моћ 
Casper 
Callahan 
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FORMANT STATED THAT|  ]iS AN EGOTIST AND LOVES PUBLICITY. 
FURTHER, HE WOULDN'T BE SURPRISED IF| [HAD A HAND IN 
SETTING UP THIS ABDUCTION FOR HIS CLIENT TO EMBARRASS THE 

FBI. 


ГГ |СОМҒІОЕМТІАМ ADVISED THAT 


RECEIVED: 


CC: MR. EVANS 


If the intelligence contained їп the above message Is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, 


paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 





eases, 


it is suggested that it be suitably 
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SPECIAL INVE STIGATI® DIVISION 
June 18, 1963 


‘United States Attorney, 
Milwaukee, has set in motion plans 
to conduct Federal Grand Jury in 
Milwaukee pursuant to arrangements 
made by Bureau representatives 
with the Department last week. 
Milwaukee is providing all 
available information for 
utilization of Grand Jury in 
‘connection ‘with organized crime 
in the Milwaukee and Kenosha areas. 
Milwaukee being instructed to 
insure Bureau advised of all 
developments. 
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Á 'SAC MILWAUKEE 171 
ти (ontevst te Gambling Acti hes 
MATE COVELLI, AKA, HA. 00 MILWAUKEE. 
MILWAUKEE AIRTEL TO BUREAU JUNE 15 LAST. 
ADVISED TODAY THAT NONE OF HOODLUM ELEMENT 
BELIEVED FBI RESPONSIBLE FOR COVELLI'S ABDUCTION NOR THAT 
CHICAGO SYNDICATE TESTED COVELLI BECAUSE THEY WOULD HAVE 
KILLED HIM IF THEY HAD ANY SUSPICION.  HOODLUMS BELIEVED 
COVELLI SET UP ABDUCTION HIMSELF TO REMOVE SUSPICION FROM 
NVERSATION WITH COVELL FJS 
SAID THAT, If COVELLI QID 
SET UP HIMSELF, ІТ WOULD BE A PERFECT CHANCE TO TAKE THEZ 
HEAT OFF НІМ AND KEEP HIM FROM TAKING A POLYGRAPH TEST AS 
HE COULD SAY HE WAS TOO NERVOUS ANO EMOTIONALLY UPSET. = 
FRANK JANUZZ1, KNOWN ASSOCIATE WILLIAM COVELLI ANO co 
JOHN RIZZO, AND STICK МАМ AT FORMER KENOSHA, WIS. GAME, - 
TODAY STATED HE LAST SAW COVELLI IN APRIL LAST AND DENIES | 
KNOWING ANYTHING OF ABDUCTION NOR ANY WHO MIGHT HAVE DE- 












SIRED ABDUCTION OF COVELLI. b6 

Get KENOSHA, TODAY, ADVISED b7C 

OBTAINED NOTHING FURTHER (97297986 Cvrmina (иези ae 
CONFERENCE HELO TODAY WITH DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEYS 

OF ORGANIZED CRIME SECTION b6 

AND DETAILS CONCERNING COVELL! ABDUCTION ANO INVESTIGATION RR 


CONDUCTED SUPPLIED TO THEM. THESE ATTORNEYS ARE FORMULATING 
| ORDER OE GRAND JURY ACTION AND LIST OF HOODLUMS WHO SHOULD 
ВЕ BROUGHT BEFORE GRAND JURYHAS BEEN SUPPLIED TO THEM. 
INFORMATION TENDING TO ESTABLISH POSSIBILITY OF VIOLATION 

OF FEDERAL LAW ON,PART OF THESE INDIVIDUALS BEING BROUGHT 
UP TO — FOR USE OF DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEYS, AS WELL AS 


EORI x Ш Бі ВЕС: SL Hac LLAD 


RECEIVED: 5:26 ' PM 9а 4 JUS з 
$1 с ш = 
584 Bun айы "Чын 


If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggeste: e suitably 
paraphras ed in order to protect the Bureau’s eryptographi¢ systems. | 
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м4 Hn penas do е ndun us PREPARA. 


Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Office of the Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 
Dear3Mr. енен : 
Жы 
ч тв д}в to thank you for your letter. une láth 
> > regarding the alleged abduction of William Covelli. 
'J u р Т ннн мындан аду 
(91 am; grateful for your reply. І have always been 
| ixipresséd by the rigorous training received by each agent  .'. 
| ofthe Bureau in the absolute protection of the rights 
'of'suspécts and witnesses granted under due process. This 
is very reassuring to.all citizens. | 






I appreciate your assurance that the Bureau is aggres- 
Jeivets and promptly pursuing an investigation of this matter 
І know you will do so, and I will follow the case with great 







interest. Q 
\ Ao 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


9, S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTI N 
JUN19 1963 


TEL, 
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TO DIRECTOR, FBI /162-777/ 
_ v y 
FROM hi MILWAUKEE /162-59/ P Єў 


WILLIAMACOVELLI, HOODLUM ACTIVITIES. 


RE BUREAU RAD JUNE TWELVE LAST AND: MIL 


SEVENTEEN LAST. 
, DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEYS FEEL THAT TO CALL FU 


JURY EITHER ON BIERNAT ОК. COVELLT MATTERS AND NOT Н 


RESULTS WOULD PUT GOVERNM 

THEY WILL RECOMMEND, THEREFORE, 

DAYS A MONTH FOR AS LONG AS N 

ON HOODLUM ELEMENT WITHOUT BIG PU 

| DURING ENSUING TIME, EITHER THROUG 
JURY FINDINGS, А BREAK THROUGH мент ВЕ ЕРЕЕ 
INITIAL SESSION “TENTATIVELY SUR y 


WITH BUREAU AGENT FURNTSHINGJRESULTS! OF 


ECTED A 








— eS JUN oD bà 


MILWAUKEE DIVISION. 
WAUKEE RAD JUNE 


ENT IN BAD LIGHT AND HOODLUM 
LIMITED GRAND JURY ACT 
ECESSARY AIMED AT KEEPING TH 
BLICITY REACTION AND VITH 
H BUREAU ipn OR GRAND 


po n» 
| b3 
Vol sity зі ш N ЧЕХ 2 


Мт. Tolt02 = 


Mr. Вело 
Mr. Mo NP „а | 
Mr. Caspeto—— 
Mr, Callahan — 
Мт. Conrad. 
Mr, DeLoace 4 


Mr, Evens. f 7 ; 
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Mr, Gale. 
Мг, Козел... 
Mr. Sullivan 


Мг. Тате. | 


Мт. Trotter s 
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Miss Holmes-— 
Miss Gandy—— 
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PAGE TWO oes. | 


ALSO HOPE TO CALL 


MORE DÉTAILS FOLLOW IN AIRTEL. MILWAUKEE OFFICE WILL 
PROMPTLY FURNISH THE BUREAU ‘AND USA LETTERHEAD MEMORANDA RELATIVE ТО. 
INDIVIDUALS WHO WILL POSSIBLY BE CALLED LATER AND WILL CONTINUE 
CONCERTED EFFORTS RE ‘ALL HOODLUMS CONNECTED WITH THIS MATTER AS WELL 
AS CONDUCT ‘INVESTIGATION NECESSARY TO CONFRONT[ ss [BY JULY р 
SIXTEEN. - 
‘END -ACK PLS 
WA 8-12 PM OK FBI МА MSL 
TU DISCO 
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Memorandum, | SR 


onrad 
Loach. 
j VORS x, 
TO 2 Mr. Bel DATE: June 12, 1963 fusi. Е 
2. 
Я Trotter eme 
FROM я Cy A. Evans У-Ү ж Tele, ROOM м 


SUBJECT: WILLIAM COVELLI 
HOODLUM ACTIVITIES 
MILWAUKEE DIVISION 


u- | ISS 
WilLiam Covelli and Frank listrieri, Milwaukee shoo lung, PES 
through Milwaukee hoodlum attorney and homosexual, have 


clainedsthat ‘the ЕБІ is-responsible for the abduction ox Covelli on 














June:6 ‚2963 ‚Запа have allege iàt"Balistrieri forced an Agent to dis- 
continué a Sufveillance by conf onting the Agent. CY 
= Ы — rt = $ | 

ta ThéSe tactics on the part of these hoodlums are obviously an x 


effort to? distvact our Milwaukee Office from the intensive investigationN 
which те һауе been conducting of their underworld connections: and their \ 
illegal ggtivifies. Our Milwaukee Office has reacted by.rincreasing the Y, 
pressuretof our investigations on these and other hoodluun'subjects. үу 


On June 11, 1963, ме learned that Attorney еи | 
tol 1 | the "Milwaukee Sentinel" to write 1, 
I 


| — also planned to have a secret lie detector tes | 
given to Covelli by the Reed Polygraph Company of Chicago, the result¢j| 
of which. would: be supplied to newspapers for publicity purposes in thë: 
hope that news media would take.;up ,the-story and suggest that FBI ч 
Agents take а similar lie detector test. e 


| 
% 1 2 IN 
(Y) 
| 
% 
Тһе newspaper has indicated that е? | 
Will not lend themselves to this scheme and no such article will be 85 9%% 
4 printed: by that paper. bé 2% 
ә b7C > 
ACTION-BEINGFTAKEN Әр 


‘Recognizing that «these tactics on the part of Milwaukee and 
Kenosha pATisScOnsin, hoodlums must: mótibe. allowed to continue unchecked, 


quy ү1нйшкее от ce has engaged inl ap, all-ou y^ i A = mba tion 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 

Re: William Covelli - 
Hoodlum Activities 
Milwaukee Division 


and interview of hoodlum personalities involved in а11 aspects of 
these developments. 


То provide our Milwaukee Office with additional weapons in 


- this drive, we today arranged with the Organized. Crime and Racketeering 


Section of the Department to hold a Federal Grand Jury in Wisconsin, 


‘which is to be convened during the first week of July, 1963. 


When the Departmental attorneys exhibited their usual 
reluctance to convening:a grand jury. in these matters, their attention 
was drawn to the summary report dated May 10, 1963, which sets out 
the activities of Milwaukee hoodlums Gurera, Covelli and Balistrieri 
in the events leading up to/fifigland murder of Anthony J. Biernat. 

It was then arranged for a Departmental attorney to leave for 
Wisconsin on Monday, June 17, 1963, to assist the United States 
Attorney in that state to arrange for the convening of a grand jury 
during the first wéek of July, 1963. 


Our Milwaukee Office is being instructed to have the material 
available concerning the impersonation of FBI Agents in the alleged 
Covelli abduction. All cases involving hoodlums in the State of 
Wisconsin which have a bearing on this situation will be prepared for 
presentation.to this grand jury. 


Partic tigative efforts are being directed against 
hoodlum attorney whom we have determined. is possibly acting 
as a pimp for a prostitute in see. Investigative efforts are i¢ 
being ыы it appears he might be bic 
the spearhead of the efforts by thesunderworld to distract the FBI 
from. its investigations of organized! crime in Wisconsin. 


The convening of a Federal Grand Jury should be of material 
assistance to our Milwaukee Office in its all-out drive to resolve 
all aspects of this effort on the part of the underworld to discredit 
the FBI and to impede our investigations. 
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June 14, 1963 
BY SPECIAL MESSENGER. 


162-777 Hl 


Honorable William Proxniro 
United States Senato 


Washington 25, D. C. 


My dear Senator: 


Assistant Director C. D. DeLoach has advised ne 
о? your call concerning the reported abduction of 
William Covelli of Kenosha, Wisconsin, on the evening of 
June 6, 1963. 


Ав you were advised by Mr. DeLoach, I have checked 
into this situation and have determined that no personnel of 
this Bureau were involved. However, in view of the fact that 
Covelli alleged that when he was approached by the abductors 
they claimed they were Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, active investigation of this matter is being 
conducted under the Impergonation Statute, attempting to 
identify the individuals responsible. 


i want to assure you that this Bureau is conducting 
an unbiased, thorough, aggressive investigation of this matter 


in order to fully resolve the conflicting statements allegedly 
made to Covelli that the persons involved claimed they were 


T o 
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*' ОРПОМА ым NO. 15 


“UNITED STATES соу. 


Метотапаи | ЖЕ | 


ae 
SUBJECT: 


Proxmire (D-Wisconsin) at 9:12 a.m. this morning. 
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TO 


FROM 


volving a-const 








Evans М 
Mr. Mohr DATE: 6/13/63 ` Сует лани 
| ullivan „э 
С B ЕЕ 
C. D. DeLoach 2. 
Gand 
—— — AKA р c 
HOODLUM ACTIVITIES · "T 
MILWAUKEE DIVISION | 70 АР 
Hy 


By reference from the Director's Office, 1 talked with Senatér William | 


ж 


Senator Proxmire informed that he was calling regarding a базе in- 


pati 


ituent, William Covelli, Kenosha, Wisconsin. Тһе Senator went'on to 


state: that “Approximately a week ago two FBI Agents reportedly accosted Covelli by 
driving up'in their automobile, ordering him into the back seat of their car, placing a 
hood over his head, handcuffing him, all without identifying themselves. The Senator _ 
stated that there were approximately six eye witnesses to this affair. He.claimed that, . 
the Agents ‘herely:told Covelli that they were connected with the FBI. After this took 
place, “Пе Supposed "Agents" took Covelli over the route reportedly taken when an 


individual by-the ndme of Anthony Biernat was taken when he was recently. murdered. i 
The Senator stated that the "Agents" obviously suspected Covelli of the murder :and є. 


attempted toring a confession out of him. TE | 


E 


Senator Proxmire told.me that the reputation of the FBI was, of courses” ; 


fat stake in Wisconsin as a result of this incident. Не stated that he personally had | 
some doubts as to whether these men were actually FBI Agents or not; however, he Я 
desired assurances from the FBI that (1) These men were not FBI Agents (2) t Е | 
{һе ЕВІ was thoroughly and impartially investigating this matter. v 5 | 


| 





e) p PA 


ыл i 
I told Senator Proxmire that he could rest assured that these men.wereQ Т 


not FBI Agents. I told him our Agents did not act in such a manner and that he could 


definitely rest assured that our Agents always promptly identify themselves alid. fully fa 
advise the subjects of questioning or arrest as to the matter of their business.'-Ltold & ` 


him furthermore that I vo uld seek the full details of this case immediately andiwould £2 ': 
call him back in 15 minutes. He asked that:I do this as "һе was getting considerable & 
pressure from two constituents and one newspaper in ПУ? 2. 1 | 
| ЖИЛ 
14^ 5 


74 


| Ші. 22-727--4- 
After checking with the SpecialyInvestigative Division, I ¢alfedSenatbr 


Proxmire back and told him that such an incident’ diditake place on the night of June 6, 


1963; however, the, "accosting Agents" were definitely pot FBI employeesc—1 told"him 
Enclosu Mar ! a M E ө JUN 21 1963 
| ER Е mont T 
- Mr. Evans "T | 
1- Mr. Rosen г XEROX 


l- Mr. Jones 


| . SUN 24 1963 
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DeLoach to Mohr memorandum 
RE: William Covelli, AKA * 


that we had immediately began a most thorough investigation based upon the possible 
violation of:the Impersonation Statute and that this investigation was pending at the 
present time. 1 told him that for his information the investigation had not yet identified’ 
the subjects of this case but that the Director certainly intended. that.these: men would 


е identified inasmuch as under no circumstances would we: A besmirching . | 


of our reputation and prestige:in Wisconsin. 


keep in mind that one is often a defense.counsel for hoodlums in the 
Milwaukee Area. It was.méntioned tal lon a number of occasions has made ^* 
]tfrarse allegations against the FBI, particularly with respect'to this specific case. I 
[[told the Senator Ша |] false allegations had all been run down by the ‘FBI and 
hadcbfinitely been found'to be without any basis in fact. 


VIEN - - Ud 
---------) I told the Senator, after he agreed to ta Kin confidence, that he should 


Тһе Senator expressed appreciation for the call back to.him. He added,. | 


however, that he would. definitely apprecíate a letter from the Director indicating the 
facts‘as given telephonically, i.e., that there were.no FBI Agents involved and the FBI | 
was conducting a thorough and ‘impartial investigation to determine who had perpetrated | 
this incident. 


The Senator told me.he desired to give us some information. He stated: 
that Mr. Covelli, his constituent, had complained that a car had been surveilling 
him on numerous occasions in’ the Milwaukee and Kenosha areas. Covelli reported 


that this сага bore Wisconsin licenseiplates Q- -913174л4 was registered .under the.name . 


Jof ‘James Нагі." The Senator stated that "Нагі" was ‘non-existent. He added that this, 
of course, might be an FBI car.and inasmuch.as he understood that Covelli is a.suspect ` 


іп the’Biernat case the FBI might have every reason for surveilling Covelli. He stated, . 


however, he was tipping us off to the fact that Covelli knew this license number. The 
Senator. id Bot have any.questions regarding this particular car. | 


FACTS OF COVE LLI MATTER: 


.Covelli'is:the principal.suspect in the Biernat murder сазе. -On the night 
of June 6, 1963, Covelli reportedly was accosted in the immediate area of.his home:by 
two individuals ‘whom Covelli and a number of others indicated were driving à car with 
à flashing red light and a.siren..A hood-was reportedly put over his head, he was hand- . 
cuffed, he-was placed in:the: back seat. of the automobile, and the men. claimed at first 
that they were ЕВГ Agents. Covelli was reportedly driven to the location Where 
Biernat was apparently executed and buried. Тһе "accosting individuals, 'f according 
to'Covelli, played "Russian roulette" with him at the. scene of the Biernat murder. 


| {© 
Wisconsin license. plate 09131 is їед Ў ot the Milwaukee Office 
‘cars. This car has been used during the investigation of the Anthony J. 
Biernat murder. It has been used: several ‘week go оп опе occasion on 
physical surveillance of Covelli. It, of co e, was not involved in 
any way in the alleged abduction of Covelli. 
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DeLoach to.Mohr memorandum 
RE: William Covelli, AKA 


Upon bringing him back to the immediate area of his home and releasing him, the 
men told Covelli that they were not actually FBI Agents but they were doing this for 
‘the FBI, inasmuch as the FBI itself. could not do such things. The Milwaukee роп 
15 currently conducting an Impersonation. investigation into this matter. 


OBSERVATIONS: 


The false allegations concerning the FBI given to Senator Proxmire 
by his so-called two constituents a undoubtedly additional references on the part of 
Milwaukee area hoodlums to bring pressure ага] FBI in order to detract from 
investigation of their activities. The sor the past has.made such bpe 
allegations and it may ре that he is‘involved in attempting to line up Senator BIC 
Proxmire against the FBI. 





Aaa 


| 


ACTION: | 


There is attached a suggested letter to Senator Proxmire in connection 
with his questions. I will personally deliver this letter so that any further questions 
he might have at that time can be answered on the spot. The conversation with 
Senator Proxmire was cordial; however, 'he at first was definitely willing to believe that 
the FBI might have been involved.in this matter. 
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| by heel, 
TO/DIRECTOR ; ( 
FROM SAC MILWAUKEE 181615 
O 2 
WILLIAM COVELLI, АКА, IGA. 00: MILWAUKEE А” з = 
RE MILWAUKEE RAD JUNE 17 LAST. 22 | 
uc рі, TO APPEAR IN - 
COUNTY COURT, MILWAUK І5С,, BECAUSE OBT !ARRIAGE b7C 
Сен ИИИНИН À KT TORNEY MOVED b7D 
М b WD АМО LASCIVIOUS CONDUCT | 
ТР 0 JON GROUND POLICE MADE ILLEGAL ENTRY. 
ц, TTE TP STATED 


MILWAUKEE. [дс + 
EFFORTS CONTINUING TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW JOHN RIZZO 


AND FRANK STELLOH, 
ADDITIONAL MATERIAL BEING PREPARED FOR DEPARTMENTAL 


ATTORNEY[ | AND CLOSE LIAISON MAINTAINED WITH | 


RECEIVED: 1:59 PM MGR 


REC-64 ILa -277-4 | 


11 JUN 21 1963 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be n 
parophrased in order ta protect the Bureau's cryptographie systems. 
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| FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
| WASHINGTON, D. C. | | "oW 





Гө: к” | Date: 


FBI, Milwaukee (162-49) July 8, 1908  . ^ — 





Res ` | ` 
WILLIAM COVELLI, aka 
IGA | ; 
FRI File No. REC- 134 , (о 
Lab. No. 162-177 ^ 2 
Examinatton requested byi D-424994 HW 
| Milwaukee RUM 
Reference: 7 | . M А | 
letter 6-19-63 G a 7. 7: 
Examination requested: | | dE: 
Document | р a 


Remarks: 


It should be noted that many of the molds used ы, 
the Super Mold Corporation are molds which have been - 
previously used by other tiro manufacturers and for ono 
reason or anothor vere sold to the Super Mold Corporation. 


The submitted negatives are being returned | | к 
Separately and, as requested, two prints of each negative ч 
аге also being enclosed with the negatives. 
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7-% | ‘REPORT e ч 

| of the aD. 

LABORATORT EA 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION: 
WASHINGTON, D. С. 
| Date: 

et FBI, Milwaukee FBI File No. А-1 1963 
re: WILLIAM COVELLI, aka Қақ 48» р-424994 HW 


IGA 


Specimens received 6-21-63 


Ql and Q2 Two plaster casts of tire impressions 
Q3 One plaster cast of small parallel markings 
Q4 Four photographs of miscellaneous tiro tracks 
ALSO SUBMITTED; Miscellaneous photographs 


Result of examination: 


The design noted in the Ql апа 02 casts and in the 
Q4 photographs of the miscellaneous tire tracks resembles a 
design used by the Super Mold Corpor4tianz, Lodi, California. 
This corporation recaps tires. With the information 
available in the Laboratory, neither the size of the tire 
involved nor the type of car inyolved could be determined 
from the cast impressions. | 


ч 


No particular design was noted on the Q3 cast, 


The subnitted material is being returned separately. 
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RECORDED 
6-25-63 


NO.LAB FILE 
cm 


FEDERAL BUREAU-OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT.OF JUSTICE 


Laboratory Work Sheet. 


Re: WILLIAM COVELLI, aka puc ре Ade 


i d е 8—7 


и 
Examination requested by: FBI, Milwaukee (162-49) Let 6-19-63 b6 
р 
Examination requested: ‘Document ‘Date received: 6-21-63 
‘Result of Examination: ‘Examination Бу: [ | 
7 | Es d di тат ed, —— ее "a 
CaTa ben, лез Apparel | o «3: 
ренеп submitted: for examination, 


Q1 and 92 Two plaster casts of tire %лапно 


Q3: One plaster cast of small parallel markings: 
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| É 5010-104 ^ "T 4 ” 
UNITED STATES GOVEQ@MENT e // 2 
Memorandum 
TO : . DIRECTOR, FBI (162-777) DATE: 6/19/63 
T $ | 

FROM SAC, MILWAUKEE (162-49) ATTN: FBI LABORATORY 

| MECHANICAL SECTION 
SUBJEQT: утаа Comma, ака, — — 


' 00: Milwaukee 424994 


he Enclosed under separate cover is one pack of PX 523 Kodak 
film containing exposures taken by SA CHARLES F, AHERN of 
tire tracks and the locale іп а farmyard at Rural Route 1, 
Kansasville, Wisconsin, 


These pictures: were taken in the farmyard to which WILLIAM 
COVELLI.was allegedly abducted on ‘6/6/63. | 











гә 


Also .enclosed under separate cover are 2 plaster casts of tire { 

tracks: found at the scene and 1 plaster cast of small parallel [== 

markings found in the basement of the farmhouse, 
ened 


It is. requested in addition to positives which may be de- | 
veloped for use of the Bureau in making examination, that two ` 
positives of each negative be supplied to the Milwaukee Office, 


CUND RETAINED IN LAB 


FOR LAS ACL GN & REPORT 


RV a> 


N | 
It is requested that the ЕБІ Laboratory advise the Milwaukee 
Office the description of the. type of tires which left these [X 
markings and the type of cars on which they may have been мвеф» ^ 
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REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE ОҒ ORIGIN DATE 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOO 


| MILWAUKEE ^| MILWAUKEE 6/21/63 5/6 - 31/63 
ТЕ OF CASE | REPORT MADE BY “ТҮРЕО BY 
) | Е 5А 1шр 


| CHARACTER OF CASE 
WILLIAM COVELLI, aka. | b6 


IGA 








6765 


TA 





REFERENCES 


Report of SA 5/7/63, Milwaukee. 
Milwaukee airtel to Chicago 5 3 (IO). 
Milwaukee airtel to Bureau 5/10/63. 

| Milwaukee airtel to Bureau 5/17/03. 

[ Milwaukee airtel to Bureau 5/27; (93. 

| Milwaukee airtel to Bureau 6/3/63. 


spa 


ENCLOSURES 





To Bureau: Two copies of letterhead memorandum reflecting 
characterization of informants utilized in this 
report. 
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‘MILWAUKEE DIVISION — 


MI 162-49 


LEADS 





At Kenosha, Wisconsin: | | 


1. 


11. 


Will continue attempt to interview Sicul MEME: 
„his involvement in gambling and other racket activities. 


W111 continue to деуер current activities end associates 
of Subject in an effort to ascertain whether he is engaged 
in interstate gambling in а of the. laws of the 
United States. 


Will remain in contact] 2210 сое 
Will remain in contact with i| O] | ЕЕЕ 


в re-tnterview 7 7] 


Will interview ыи быны ———] 77 
Subject at Kenosha Vending Company. | | 


Will report results of telephone toll call data. being 
obtained on Kenosha telephone number OL 2-1390 listed to | 
Subject at 7827-36th Avenue, Kenosha, Wisconsin. 56 


DIC 
Will remain in close contact with perf | отр 


Will attempt to develop. Dew sources of information concerning | 
Kenosha gambling and Subjects involvement, | 


Contact and interview JOE "PEPPY" MARIGRANO, Kenosha Schlitz 
representative and officer of the American State Bank, Kenosha, 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, concerning his association with or knowledge 
of WILLIAM COVELLI's activities. | 

Бтр 
Will remain in contact. with| ^  leencerning Subjects 
associations with ane Milwaukee hoodlum element. 


du 
COVER PAGE 





. MI 162-49 


Will contact| — 1  |concerning his knowledge of b7C 


MI T-l 1s[ ^ —  ]eontaeted by SAs JOHN Н. GASSAWAY and ALBERT ьс 


At Waupun, Wisconsin: 


gambling in Kenosha; particularly the gambling activities of 
Subject. | 


‘INFORMANTS 


B. KNICKREHM 


МІ T-2 1s[  — — | PCI, MIfileg. Kenosha, | 
E er | contacted J SAs and 
MI T-3 isl __| PCI, MIfile at Kenosha, | 
Wisconsin, contacted by SAs and. 


FRANCIS М. MULLEN, JR. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


Details concerning the alleged kidnapping of WILLIAM COVELLI 


will be submitted in a subsequent report. 
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9... STATES' DEPARTMENT Же ң 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 - USA, Milwaukee 


sal — — Offi: MILWAUKEE 
June 21, 1963 


MI 162-49 Bureau File No.: 162-777 
WILLIAM COVELLI 


INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 


Ws 
MI Т-1 advised on 5/6/63 that Sübject was known to 
be mee | | кее. Оп 
5/1/63 Kenosha 


8/1/93 SO, advised he had received information that 
Subject may have been involved in the theft of 
cigarette vending machines from Chicago, Ill. МІ Т-1 
advised 5/14/63 that Subject was not operating a crap 
game in Kenosha but had a book going in Kenosha. 


bo 
b7C 





b6 
елде 


Subject not handling book himself.  COVELLI with JOHN 


ZQ.frequenting Sportsmen's Race Track in Chicago, 
I MI T-2 advised 5/22/63 that COVELLI had moved 
he Kenosha Vending Company warehouse to site of forme 


r 
crap game on 56th Street. МІ Ta3 advised 5/23/63 that 


gambling was going on upstairs over Greco's Restaurant 
on 56th Street. Kenosha PD arrest record set out for 
Subject. NICK COVELLI denies any knowledge of stolen 


vending machines. МІ Т-1 advised 5/20/63 that Subject | 


and JOHN RIZZO have their independent books going in 
Kenosha and Racine, Wis. but definitely had no crap 
game going at this time. Spotchecks of SubJject!s home 
and business have disclosed no unusual activity. Іп- 
formation obtained from police officials concerning 
Subject's past and current associations in Kenosha. 
Telephone toll call data set out. 


„жа Р = 


DETAILS: 


This document contalus neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and із loaned to your agency: It and 
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На contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 














MI 162-49 


AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS - 


On May 31, 1963 the мере Division advised that telephone 

number AR 6-5005, Chicago, Illinois is listed to Atlas Music, 
a division of A. P. Automatic . : 
sic  b6 


reported to be close to top hoodlum, ртс. 
EDDIE VOGEL. has been interviewed by the Chicago + ж d 


. Division and denies any hoodlum ties and contacts in Atlas 





Music, Atlas Music is the distributar of AMI coin operated 
machines in the Chicago area. | | 
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FD-302 (Rey. 1-25-60) prm BUREAU OF.INVESTIG MB 


5/31/63 


Dote 
i 


A public service operator of the 1111по1в 
Boll Telephone Company, Chicago, Illinois, furnished 
the following information concerning tho subscribors 
to telephones called from OL 2-1390 listed to WILLIAM 
COVELLI, 7877 36th Avenue, ‘Kenosha, Wisconsin: 


MI 2-7731 is listed to Chocolate Products 
Company, 415 West Scott, Chicago, Illinois. АК 


RA 6-2347 — no listing was found for this 
telephone... | ИС 9 702 
OR 6-5005 is listed to Atlas Music, а division 


of A.C. Automatic Servico, Inc., 2122 North Western 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. . | 





| MI 162-49 
On „5/20/63 0t Chicago, 1111по1а .___. File # CG 162-277 


by. ----SA_FRANICS М. HENWOOD/jmn Date dictated __ 5/24/63 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ‘and is loaned to 
your agency; Н and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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MI 162-49 ' 
KTB/1mp 


AT KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 


Тһе follo nformation was obtained from Chief Investigator 56 
ff's Office, Kenosha, on .. pyc 
May 7, 1903 by SA. Е ET 2 E 


Investigator| y Jadvised he had received information that 

five cigarette vending machines manufactured by Eastern Electric 

Company, Medford, Massachusetts, Models CM-57-MKII-22 belonging 

to Dependable Vendors Company, Downers Grove, Cook County, | 

Illinois, were stolen and transported to Kenosha, Wisconsin . b6 

sometime during the evening of May 6, 1963. Не also advised Е-е 

that the serial numbers were removed on all but one machine and 

this number was 13555. These machines were taken to the Jay Bee 

Auto Body Company, 39th Avenue ‘and 60th Street, Kenosha, Wiscon- · 
re reconditioned prior to being repainted. Investigator 
information also alleged that COVELLI, a partner in the 

Kenosha Vending Company, 5611-22nd Avenue, Kenosha, Wisconsin, 

had been observed working on these vending machines. 





MI 162-49 
KTB/lmp 


AT KENOSHA, WISCONSIN ` 


! А 


ormation was obtained from Chief Investigator b6 
Sheriff's Office on May 15, b7C 
















1963 by SA pertaining to the arrest 
record for WI M C. COVELLI: "D | | сз 
| E Race | ' White 
Sex _ Male | 
Date of birth October 5, 1919 
Height 515" 7.7 
Weight | . 160 pounds 
Hair Black . 
| Eyes Hazel, 
Build Medium Г. 
‘ Occupation | Vending machine operator 


and tavern keeper 
| Arrest Record 
Date Charge E | Disposition 
12/23/49 Accident SES 
5/20/53 Acoident es 
1/30/56 Accident | 
10/29/55 Accident - 


“4/4/57  Spéeäing | .' '$15 pond, default 
18/3/57 Complainant, stolen саг = | n 
12/3/57 ‘Leaving keys іп car- $2 bond, default 


4/25/57 Parked illegally in area $2 bond, default 
9/23/58 | Parking іп restricted area $2 bond, default 


9/12/59 Driving with expired | $10 bond, default 
| driver's license | | | 
5/4/59 Leaving keys in car $5 bond, default 
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On May 22, 1963 MI Т-2 advised that COVELLI was moving his 
storage warehouse for cigarette vending machines and jukeboxes 
to the space next to Greco's Restaurant and that this address | 
was formerly operated as the 56th, Street Cigar Store at 2207- 
56th Street. He also stated that COVELLI may appear to be 
meek and mild-mannered but in reality has а violent temper. 
He:also advised that COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO have not resumed 


their gambling game on 56th Street, 
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2 | May 28, 1963 
Dote ! 
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NICK COVELLI, proprietor, Gino's Tap, 518-58th Avenue, | 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, after being advised that he did not have 
to make a statenent, that anything he said could be used 
against him in a court of law, that he cuuld consult with an 
' attorney, that no promises or duress would bé made or used 
to induce him to make a statement, advised as follows: | 


COVELLI stated that he had never had anything to do with the 

repairing or refinishing of damaged cigarette vending machines 
at the Jay Bee Auto Body Company, 36th Avenue and 60th Street, ; 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, COVELLI stated that he was working at his 
ғы that evening and does not recall allowing anyone to | 
use his car, | | 


COVELLI advised that he is available for re-1nterview at 
any time and сап be contacted at his business address, 





On 5/16/63 ( Kenosha, Wisconsin File # MI 162-h9 o 
DIG 
by SA р „Date dictated ___3/22/63 __ 


"This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It ds the property of the EBI and 1s loaned to 
your ‘agency? it and its contents are not to be distributed sutside your agency, 
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МІ 162-49 
Оп Мау 23, 1963 MI Т-3 advised that he has observed several 
cars belonging to known Kenosha area gamblers parked near 
Greco's Restaurant but the owners were not around. Later he 
learned that they had been gambling upstairs over Greco!s 
Restaurant on 56th Street, ! | 


{ 


MI 162-49 


. The following inve ation was conducted at Kenosha, Wisconsin be 
by SA and SA FRANCIS M, MULLEN, JR.: | b7C 


On May 15, 1963 Captain DOMINIC MATTIOLI, Kenosha Police Depart- 
ment, Kenosha, Wisconsin, was interviewed, and he stated that 
he grew up on the West Side and played ball with many of the 

. individuals now considered gamblers and hoodlums in Kenosha, 
and.he does not see any reason why he should break off their 
friendship because they are gamblers or considered hoodlums, 
MATTIOLI stated that this, in fact, was of benefit to the 
Kenosha police as he was able to talk to these people, and 

they had confidence in him. | 


RE: WEISER COVELLI 


' MATTIOLI stated that WEISER COVELLI is "a pretty solid kid", |, 
who definitely had nothing to do with the BIERNAT abduction and 
murder, MATTIOLI feels that WEISER COVELLI is following 
somewhat dn his father's footsteps, although he did not 

think he was going to. MATTIOLI talked to WEISER COVELLI 

after the BIERNAT slaying and COVELLI swore on his father's 
grave that he knew nothing about the abudction and slaying. 
MATTIOLI stated that COVELLI is afraid to talk to the FBI, © 
because of possible repercussions from the hoodlum element, : 
about the BIERNAT slaying. MATTIOLI stated that he himself told 
COVELLI that he shotld talk to authorities because the more you 
avoid them the more it looks like you have had part. COVELLI 
recently asked MATTIOLI, "Why 4s the FBI watching my home." 
MATTIOLI stated he was unable to tell COVELLI anything. He 

said COVELLI is currently not 1n any tax difficulties and is 
running the Kenosha Vending Company оп 22nd Avenue. | 


RE: FRANK JANUZZI ` ак 


MATTIOLI stated that FRANK JANUZZI also worked for JOHN RIZZO 
. and WEISER COVELLI when they ran a gambling Joint on 56th 

Street іп Kenosha and he worked in the same capacity as ALBERT 
ALBANA, that 1s, as door man and lookout.  MATTIOLI stated 

that JANUZZI was a very good friend of JOHN RIZZO, however, 

he did not know of his relationship with WEISER COVELLI. а 
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Date _ Мау 2 1963 : 


On.May 5, 1963 So NN, FRANCIS М, 
MULLEN, JR. checked five cigarette vending machines at the 


Jay Bee Auto Body Paint Shop, 3902 Wilson Road, Kenosha, 


Wisconsin which were in various stages of repair and 


refinishing. These five cigarette vending machines were 
manufactured by the Eastern Electric Company, Medford, 


Massachusetts, Models CM-57-MKII-22, had the serial numbers 


removed, and were unidentified except for one machine which 
contained serial number 13555. 


The cigarette vending machine containing serial number 13555 


had a red body and contained a gold and red label marked 
"SCS, CHICAGO, PAL 5-9402." 


There was no other identifying marks on any of the five 
cigarette vending machines. 


On 5/7/63 — — «t Kenosha, WISCONSIN -mm File P nama MT 162-49 


DC 
Date dictated 5/13/03. — 


MULLEN, JR. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It ts the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents dre not to he distributed outside your agency. 
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On May 28; 1963 —— Jay Bee Auto Body Company, 
2013-6зга’ Street vise several cigare 

machines had been brought into his paint shop 

for reconditioning and тера, He advised that he knew 
of no connection between these cigarette vending a 


and WILLIAM COVELLI. stated that these machines were 
being worked S of his staff and would subsequently 


‘be picked up for resale.[ ^ ^ |а1в0 advised that 
| —Ó associated with a proprietor of Freddie's Tap, 
2718-52па Avenue, Kenosha, Wisconsin. 










3 


Spotchecks of Subject's home and business Nonii have failed 
to disclose any unusual activity, | 


On May 20, 1963 MI 1-1 advised that WILLIAM COVELLI and JOHN 
RIZZO have their books going in Racine and Kenosha, Wisconsin 
but definitely have not had any crap games going in Kenosha. 

He said that COVELLI and RIZZO go to the race tracks in Chicago 
quite often and both maintain boxes there but do not book at 
the race track, 
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FRANK JANUZZI, Mid-Towne Hotel, Room 8, Racine, Wisconsin, | 
advised that he was working part-time as a bartender at the 
Marine Bar, Racine, Wisconsin. s 


FRANK JANUZZI stated that he dłd not know ANTHONY BIERNAT 
personally but knew who he was after reading the newspaper 
accounts of BIERNAT!s abduction in January, 1963, . 


JANUZZI stated that he was not working.on January Т, 1963 ata , 
regular job and could not recall where he was or what he was 

doing at that time, When questioned concerning the fact that 

he was observed at the North Shore Depot the night BIERNAT was . 
abducted, JANUZZI stated that he often picked up the early edition 
of the Chicago Evening Newspaper аб the depot, but he does not 
recall being at the North Shore Depot on January 7, 1963. | 


JANUZZI stated that he knows CADILLAC AL ALBANA, and that ALBANA 
used to work as а doorman for JOHN RIZZO who had а card game on 
56th Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin. Іп relation to this card game, 
JANUZZI stated: that he used to be a "runner" and ав а runner, he. 
would pick up а few dollars by going out and bringing back food , 
and beverage for the participating card players, 


JANUZZI stated that he knew "WEISER" COVELLI, and that he has a 
vending machine business in the Kenosha area, He also stated 
that he would bet his life on the fact that "WEISER" COVELLI was 
not involved in the ANTHONY BIERNAT abduction and murder. 


JANUZZI stated that JOHN RIZZO is going to the track every day | 
but could not name.any person ог persons who accompany him to the 
various tracks. | й 


He stated that RIZZO was going to the Sportsman's Track prior 
to Мау 13, 1963, and that he was presently going to the 
Washington Park Track, Не also named MAY WOOD as a track 
frequented by КІ220 апа COVELLI, | 


The following information was obtained by interview and personal 


observation: | | 
DOB: 10-3-12 . | 
POB: |» Racine, Wisconsin | ' 











5-21-63 Racine, Wisconsin 92-257 
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Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes: 

Build: 

Marital Status: 
Criminal Arrests: 


5 t 6" 

215 | 
Grey - in crew cut style 
Brown and wears glasses 
Stocky . 
Not/known 
Admits to none ~ except for | 
investigation on gambling - no charge 


JANUZZX stated that you would not even find a good card game 
in Kenosha now due to the current heat from local and federal 
law enforcement. He also stated that the last time he was in 
Kenosha was in the middle of January, 1963. 


JANUZZI stated that he is available for interview by Bureau 
Agents either at his place of employment or hls living quarters 
at any time. Не also stated that he is currently driving an 
old grey Pontiac, Wisconsin 1963 registration 212850, 
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| Milwaukee, Wisconsin | 
.In Reply, Please Refer to June 21, 1963 


File No. 162-49 


Title WILLIAM COVELLI 
Character ^ | INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 
Reference ^ Report of SA 


dated and captioned’ as above. 


t 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities | 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable | 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclasions of the FBI, It is the property. | 
of 2. and is loaned to your agency; It and its contents ате not to be distributed outside 
your agency. ; 
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vxo STATES DEPARTME 





ТАСА FEDERAL BUREAU ОЕ INVESTIGATION \ 
3 ‘4 
pared Pee eforta Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
^ 162-49 | June 21, 1963 


` WILLIAM COVELLI 
 INTERSTATE GAMBLING ACTIVITIES 


Тһе following is a characterization of informants used in р: 
the report of ip a charaetorszaťtson ot dated and captioned | b7C 


as above: 


толға ce ЖИ seed - 


MI T-1 is a Milwaukee hoodlum who is closely associated: with 
gamblers and other hoodlums in the Milwaukee area, 
particularly so with those in the Italian-American 
element and is aware of their current illegal 
activities. | 


DB 


MI T-2 is а Kenosha source who 
aware of the Italian-American element and their 
ене ера activities. 
MI T-3 is | Еу» 
rough persona. | 
, contact в maintains associa ton with this group. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
it is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency de and its 
contents are not ‘to be distributed outside your agency, 
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T d Mr, Тоноп 
i: FBI | Mr. Belmont. 
i | Mr, МОЋ _. нне 
: "бз ge 
| | Date: 6/15/63 
Transmit the following in AIRTEL 
(Type in plain text о? code) 
Via AIRMAIL Е 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) T 
саи MAUS 
TO: Director, FBI (162-777) M ae 
SAC, Chicago (162~277) m d 
— SAC, Milwaukee (162-49) P 
Subject: WILLI OVELLI, aka 
IGA 
00: Milwaukee 


ReMilwaukee airtel to Bureau and. Chicago, 6/10/63, 


The following is comprehensive account of all investigation con 
ducted concerning the alleged abduction of WILLIAM COVELLI since 


reyes m of resirtel, Also included is information concerning ie 
Attorney and conditions in the Kenosha, Wisconsin, |... 
Police Department. i 

NEIGHBORHOODS AND ADDITIONAL WITNESSES 


Neighborhoods at Point Where i 2 
Covelli was Released by Alleged | tf 

Abductors, 60th Street and 60th Ave., і 
Kenosha, Wisconsin | 





The following persons were interviewed with negative results on 

6/7/63 by SA CHARLES F, AHERN, All stated that they were asleep 
between 12:01 AM and 3:00 AM on 6/7/63 and were not awakened or 

otherwise disturbed by/ahy unusual occurrences in the area: 


Р a 87) Bureau , (AM) (SD) (Engl 
2 Chicago (Regular; Ма 
2 Milwaukee О 
RCT:bs < 
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MI 162-49 


| It will be recalled that COVELLI recovered his car on the parking 
lot of the County Garage located at 60th St, and 57th Ave, 
immediately after his release, The following persons in that 
area were interviewed with negative results on 6/7/63 by 5А 
CHARLES F, AHERN, All stated that they were at their homes 
between 12:01 AM and 3 AM on 6/7/63 and were not aware of any 
unusual activity in the neighborhood: 


On өл) advised БА AHERN 
that she was watching TV in a room overlooking the Street until 
approximately two AM, but neither saw nor heard anything to 
attract her attention. 


Additional Neighborhood at 
36th Ave, and Roosevelt Road, 
Kenosha 


Оп 6/12/63, Mrs. WILLIAM суш advised $Ав[_________]апа 


ALEXANDER P, LE GRAND that 
told her she had witnessed the arrest. 





2 


Approved: Liu E ee LM Nb М Per 
Special Agent in Charge 
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6/12/63, БА SA LEGRAND interviewed| ž | 2 
Kenosha, who advised that at | 
10:30 РМ on Thursday, ; she heard а siren outside but 


that she and her husband were already in bed, believed some- 
body was being arrested for a traffic violation and did not 
look out of their window. 


мав interviewed 
and advised that 
; is 


bakery, which is opened all night; tha 
— — 1886 did not witness any arrest or reca 
hearing апу sirens, | 

that between b7C 
10 PM and 10:30 PM on 6/6/63 she heard а siren and went to 


the door of her porch and looked out, Several doors away she 
saw two cars, which she could not describe or identify, She 
heard at least two voices but could not make out the figures 
of any persons because of tho dark, She heard two car doors 
slam, She saw a flashing red light on one car, She made no 
other observations, 











Additional Neighborhood near 
the Biernat Burial Site, 


Kenosha , County, Wisconsin | 


who lives on b6 
the abandoned farm house in which the body of 57 


| ANTHONY J. BIERNAT was found, advised SAs CHARLES А, AUSTIN M 
| Thursday or Friday, June z or T. TNT. Бенга I AN апа IUD AM, 
| phon he observed two cars heading out of 

the area o e abandoned farm house on a dirt road and traveling 


in the direction of Hwy. 75. 


Аррана DO M. РӨТ 
Special Agent іп Charge 
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b6 

said he was certain of the time of the night because he DIC 
leaves work at American Motors in Kenosha, Wisc., at 12:30 AM, and 
it takes him exactly one-half hour to get home from Kenosha, He 
was а quarter of а mile from the turn where the abandoned farm 
house in which BIERNAT's body had been found is locatédr when he 
noticed а car coming. Не noted that it had only one occupant, the 
driver, апа believed it was а 1957 Ford, tudor, light in color, 
proceeding at a normal pace, Ап eighth of а mile behind this car 
was another car, and from its speed he gained the impression it 
was attempting to catch up with the first. He believed this 
Second car to be а light colored Cadillac, fordor, which he believed 
to be occupied only by the driver, He thought the second car was 
& Cadillac because it was a very big car and had noticeable fins 
іп the rear that а Cadillac of several years back possessed, Тһе 
size made him think of a Cadillac, though it could possibly have 
been a Plymouth, Не stated, however, he owns a 1956 Plymouth and 
his brother has a 1957 Plymouth with large fins, and the car did 
not seem to be of that make, He saw no license plates, He noticed 
no unusual activity of late in the immediate area of the abandoned 
farm house, His view of the cars which passed him on the road was 
obstructed by dust from the road, 


Neighborhood at Greco's Restaurant, 
2209 = 56th Avenue, Kenosha, Wisconsin b6 
| ————————————Ó——MÀ 7С 


On 6/8/63,| __________ |айуісей SAs CHARLES А, 
AUSTIN and ALBERT B, KNICEREHM that he knew nothing of the abduction 


I until eleven АМ on 6/7/63 when he was so informed by 
LOUIS GRECO, sate that he hadn't observed any 
suspicious strangers or cars in the vicinity of the restaurant during 
the pertinent period and had no information concerning the alleged | 
abductors, [responded to direct questions but volunteered 
no information, | 


H 


Approved: . 
Special] Ágent in Charge 
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Concerning his ownowhereabouts, | [said that on the 
evening of 6/6/63, he borrowed COVELLI'!g and 
nd. town with a friend named 
He estimated that they used the car between 8:30 PM 
` and 10:30 PM, When they returned to the restaurant they found 
COVELLI waiting for him there,  COVELLI left for home about 
ten minutes later, 


On 6/10/63, ER ee Liquor Store and 
Tap, 2201 ~ 56th Ave., advised SAs AUSTIN| that he ‘knew 


nothing concerning the abduction of COVELLI, 








Approved: ааа ЗӨН а Per 
Special Agent in Charge 
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The following investigation at Kenosha, Wisconsin was conducted 
by SAs HOWARD К, VAUGHAN and WARREN J, KENNEY on June 12, 1963: 


Kenosha, Wisconsin was con- 
tacted at Greco's Restaurant, 2209 - 56th Stree Kenosha, 
Wisconsin on the afternoon of June 2 196 ____|в$а&$ед 

aat he tel 5 ааста ee I b7C 

NILLIAM WEISER COVELLI with 

whom he орегабез| |%һе ng Company 

located next door at 2207 - 56th Street, 

that on the evening of June 6, 1963 he was at 

restaurant and that about 8:30 or 9:00 p.m. he took the Kenosha 

Vending Company's white 1962 D апа went to 

downtown Kenosha with a friend, who was also 

at Greco's Restaurant that evening, ‘stated that 








when he left re WILLIAM WEISER 
COVELLI was ‘playi inochle which they did on 
many еуепіпез. | = |stated that he de а tour 


of downtown Kenosha and then took а ride along the lake in the 
vicinity of Carthage College and returned to the restaurant at 
approximately 10:15 p.m. when he observed that COVELLI| | 


1^) RUNE 7 in а сага game, А% approximately 
10:30 p.m, WEISER COVELLI announced that he was 
leaving e and he departed in the company station wagon 
in which had just returned shortly before, ^ lstated 


that he then took the Vo 
and returned his friend 
turned to his own residence 
at approximately 11:00 p.m. stated that on the next 
morning at approximately 11:0 m, when he entered 

restaurant he was told that COVELLI had been 
kidnaped and that he had not heard any information concerning 
the kidnaping prior to that time. He stated that he cannot 






wagon ce owned КР company 
| n 


ome 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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recall who was in the restaurant at the time that COVELLI left 
at approximately 10:30 p.m. other than to say that it was the 
usual factory crowd who habitually ate their evening meal at 
the restaurant be to the various factories on the 
11:00 p.m, shift. stated that he knows nothing 
about the COVELLI abduction in addition to what he had already 
related and that while COVELLI had told him some of the details 
concerning the abduction, he stated that he would rather not 
relate them but that COVELLI be contacted тее 


10 


the matter,[ |збабей that was home 
sleeping at the. time and that he wou n all probability re- 
turn to the restaurant at approximately 5:00 p.m. that afternoon, 


LOUIS GRECO, 6027 - 44th Avenue, was located at his restaurant, е 
2209 - 56th Street, at approximately 5:30 p.m. on June 12, 1963 ms 
by Agents KENNEY and VAUGHAN who appropriately identified them- 
selves and he stated that he is the brother-in-law of WILLIAM 
COVELLI, Mr. GRECO stated that on the evening of June 6, 1963 

his brother-in-law, WILLIAM COVELLI, e rant at 

about 7:00 or 7:30 p.m., at which time took 

the keys to the white 1962 Dodge station wagon owned by Kenosha 
Vending Company and departed. GRECO stated that his brother- 
in-law and he sat at a table in the Greco establishment and 

played cards almost continuously until about 10:30 p.m. at which 
time returned and COVELLI stated that he was 

going to leave for home, Mr, GRECO stated that he could not 

recail the names of any of the customers who might have been 

in the restaurant at that time but stated that it was the_usual 


He stated however that he knows that 
she may 
be able to furnish some additional information, . О stated 


that he saw no one that he believed to be suspicious in the 
restaurant at that time, GRECO stated that he stayed in the 
restaurant until after closing and that while cleaning up the 


Approved: Sent ааа М: Per 


Special Agent in Charge 
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restaurant he received:a telephone call there at approximately | 
3:00 a.m, on the morning of June 7, 1963 from WEISER COVELLI, 
who sounded very upset and was crying, ‘COVELLI told GRECO that 
he couldn't tell him exactly what happened but that he "had 
been picked up by the law," GRECO stated he recalls that 
COVELLI in his conversation indicated that someone had taken 
him out in the county in a car with a siren оп it, GRECO stated 
that he told COVELLI to come to his restaurant and shortly 
thereafter COVELLI and his wife entered GRECO's restaurant, 

at which point GRECO advised him to call the police and his 
lawyer,  COVELLI was so upset according to GRECO that he could 
not furnish any details and he, COVELLI, and his wife went home, 
howevep, at about 11:30 а.ш, COVELLI and a tall attorney wearing 
glasses came into the restaurant and the attorney and COVELLI 
talked at some length as to what happened on the night of June 
6, 1963, GRECO stated that he has no knowledge whatsoever as 

to who may have been responsible for the abduction of his 
brother-in-law and that he is unable to furnish any other in- 


formation in connection with the matter, 
1815 


was interviewed at pc 
reco!s Restaurant, reet, at approximately 8:00 
| о,т„, June 12, 196 stated that she has been 

e statec 

at she recalls ао upon her arriva ere she observed 
WEISER COVELLI and LOUIS GRECO engaged in a card 
game at a tale in the restaurant but tha after 
she arrived. COVELLI left the restaurant. stated 


that there was nothing unusual in his departure and that she 
| observed no strange individuals in the restaurant апа she 


Approved: Luc LL LL Lucium SON eee: Рег 
Special Agent. in Charge 


| рр ү 
FD-36 (Rev, 12-13-56) 





Ф 





| 

| 

| 

| 

қ | 

i т : FBI | | 
і 

Date: | 

| 

| 





(Туре іп plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 
MI 162-49 


felt sure that COVELLI was not being followed by anyone in 
the restaurant, She stated that she has no idea as to who 
may have been responsible for the abduction of WILLIAM COVELLI, 
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Neighborhood at William Covelli's 
Residence, 7827 ~ 36th Avenue, 


Kenosha, Wisconsin 
b6 


The fo | ation was conducted by SA HOWARD К, VAUGHAN эе 
and SA on 6/14/63 at Kenosha, Wisconsin: 

The individuals contacted were unable to furnish any information 
Jof а pertinent nature regarding any activity or occurrence on 
6/6/63, the date on which WILLIAM COVELLI was alleged to have been 
abducted. Nothing unusual was observed on 6/5/63 by these 
individuals, А number of neighbors stated that the WILLIAM COVELLIs 
kept much to themselves, did not mix socially in the neighborhood 
and remained aloof, No one had any idea as to the identities of 
individuals who would want to abduct WILLIAM COVELLI, Summary of 
information furnished is as follows:  .... Ps | 


will. 


advised that sometime in |с 
(Мау, 1963, perhaps flve or six weeks ago, She saw on one occasion two |»7c 
automobiles parked in the general area in front of her house, The 
men had field glasses, and she described one of the automobiles as а _ 
light colored car, either cream or tan, and the other automobile 
|as either black, partially black or а dark color, She thought that 
she had seen 3 or 4 men, апа she believed that they were with some 
law enforcement agency. 


| advised that sometime back in (25 
May, 1963, 4 to 6 weeks ago, that she had seen а dark automobile, 276 
possibly black, which might have had white or gold trim. She 

stated that the automobile was parked some distance down the block, 

and she observed two men sitting in the front seat of the automobile. 
She stated that she recalled that she had observed this automobile | 

on only one occasion during the day, the day unrecalled and time 
unrecalled. She was unable to identify the make of automobile. 
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| | tated: that she has very poor eyesight and is in need pec 


of glasses and, although she has glasses, does not usually wear 
them. 


stated that approximately twn b6 
weeks ago, perhaps either Tuesday or Wednesday, which would be b7C 
Мау 28 or 29, sometime in the morning, she observed а dark or a 

black automobile, which might have been an older car estimated as 

a 1946 to 1948 model, She stated that the automobile might have 

been a Chevrolet to the best of her recollection and that she had 
observed two men in the front seat of the automobile. She stated 

that а little later on in the morning, not recalling the specific 

hour, that the first automobile was joined by another car which she . 
thought was a green automobile and to be an older model make of which 
she could not determine, | tetea that she is not 

familiar with the makes and models of the various automobiles, 

Ав she recalled, а heavy-set man in work clothes got out of the 

older green automobile and talked to the man in the dark or black 

саг, | 


advised that he had observed a s 
light tan Ford, а 1956 to 1958 model, sometime during the week of 


jJune 3, 1963, and а little later on in the interview he thought 


the date perhaps might have been approximately May 29, 1963. He 
said that the automobile contained two men, that they were 

parked at the end of the street and in the lane leading to the 
Tirabassi Construction Co, advised that he was unable to 
observe the license number and that he believed that he would bave 
been unable to obtain said license number due to the distance and 
he thought the automobile was there either in the afternoon or 
early evening on this particular occasion, 


р stated that she observed.an bé 


automobile а e end of e street in the lane leading to the DTC 
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Tirabassi Construction Co,, ght that it was perhaps b6 
approximately May 29, 1965, [= 7 Tadvised that she was not BUE 
sure of tbe color of the automo e but thought perhaps it 

might have been a darker car, She stated she did not take 

а good look at it as she did not want to be obvious and she 

is unable to identify automobiles by make or model, She further 
stated that she was unable to recall any license number or the 

number of people sitting in the car, 


The following were unable to furnish any information at the time 
of interview: 


be 
joy ae 
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ASSOCIATES OF ANTHONY J. -BIERNAT, DECEASED 


was located and interviewed by SAs 


On 6/12/63 SAM IAQUINTA, 4605-65th Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin, b6 


could verify this. Не identified the latter as the Schlitz 
Beer Distributor in Kenosha whose office telephone is OL 7-5148. 
IAQUINTA said that after midnight he went to bed, апа he һеага 
nothing of the COVELLI abduction until Monday morning 6/10/63 
when he caught it on the local radio station. 


IAQUINTA said that he had no information concerning the 
abduction but he had several theories. Опе was the whole 

story was a lie. Another was that COVELLI's own gang was 
checking him to see if he would squeal. Не said that if this 
had been done by friends of BIERNAT, COVELLI would have been 
dropped in the grave and allowed to find his omn way home rather 
than being driven back to town. 


IAQUINTA stated that he thought it strange that COVELLI went 
‘pack to Greco's Restaurant after the abduction, that is, on 
the early morning of 6/7/63. Не said he had no proof of this 
but he had heard it stated. 


On 6/12/63 Kenosha, Wisconsin, |5 
OX 54-2055, advised SAs THOMPSON that he was at home on b7C 
the night of 6/6/63 which statement was verified by his wife. 

zt - 


said that he didn't believe COVELLI had been kidnapped 

He said that if he had, COVBLLI would certainly have 
| told everything Minn he knew, Then he added that he, of course, 
| didn!t know but COVELLI had talked. 
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р 
said that he had no other theories about the abduction, . b 
ut he knew that the gamblers in northern Illinois were angry 
with the Kenosha crowd because through the BIERNAT murder they 
had "put the heat" on gambling in northern Illinois and the 
gamblers there weren!t making any money. 


said he had heard nothing further which would throw any ЛС 
light on the BIERNAT murder. 


On 6/12/63 Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
advised SAs THOMPSON that he was at Kelly's Bar, 4523-7th ^? 
Avenue, Kenosha, on the night of 6/6/63 and remained there until |° 


after 2 a.m. the next morning. Не said he was with JOHN KRAEMER,| 


a retired man 70 years of age, who had since gone to Twin Lakes 
said that 
would remember _ e was there because he had a 
S nner. Не said а preparing his fish for 


Priday on Thursday night and would remember his having 
been served. 


also said that the gamblers in McHenry, Illinois, were Bé 
angry with the Kenosha crowd for bringing so much official heat | pic 
gambling scene. He said the BIERNAT murder caused this. 
said he had no information concerning the COVELLI 
abduction nor anything new concerning the BIERNAT murder. 


On 6/12/63 JOSEPH BIERNAT, 3526-10th Avenue, Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
brother of ANTHONY BIERNAT, deceased, advised sas — з 
THOMPSON that on 6/6/63 he worked at the MacWhyte Company until B 
3:30 p.m. at which time he went home. Не sald that he probably 

went out to eat between 5 and 6 p.m. as this was his custom, 

He further stated that he then returned homeand sat outside 

until about 10 p.m. when he went into the house to get ready 

for bed. For awhile he sat in the house with the lights out, 
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Looking out ine front window. -He паи а саг stoo and tyo кї а ca and two girls 


r? Fit) > 
| | (рай been out to see some relatives and 
they had posses by the пераз on returning to town, |  ) 
houcht s BIERNA pz RUM 


She, therefore, hurried over to see JOSEPH BIERNAT to Ce. | 
he was a grandfather, Inquiry disclosed, however, that this 

was all a false alarm. The girls stayed only a short time and 
then left and BIERNAT went to bed. Не said he had no informatio 
about the COVELLI abduction but the men who worked with him 

at the plant said they thought it was a phony. Не said he also 
had no new information concerning the murder of his brother. 
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FRANK L. BARCA , 
2413-34th Avenue 


Kenosha, ‘Wisconsin 


bo 
оп 6/12/63 Ss — 1 |әпа ALBERT G. MACDONALD b7c 
attempted to locate FRANK L. BARCA at his place of business, the | 
Advance Novelty Company,. 5227-13th Avenue by placing calls and 
leaving word at his residence. Не was located about 5 p.m. 


at his residence. He stated that he knew WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELL 


and last fall COVELLI approached him about buying his jukebox 
route. COVELLI apparently wanted to buy the route as he had a 
vending machine route and wanted to add the jukebox business. 
BARCA stated he was willing to sell because he now has a regular 
Job driving @cruck for American Motors which pays him well but 
requires him'to get up early in the morning and also means that 
if he has to service his jukebox route he has no free time. 
COVELLI asked him what price he wanted but he was unable to give 
an answer inasmuch as he wanted to figure out what the route was 
worth as he did not want to give away a business which he һай 
built up over a 20-year period. COVELLI indicated that he should 
not expect top price. Не was asked by.COVELLI on numerous 
occasions about the price for the route but since he had never 
осу had time to figure it out he had not given COVELLI a 
price. 


He stated that he did not know who had killed TONY BIERNAT on 


January 7, 1963 and had not heard any. 
for the killing. He also stated that 
BIERNAT's route, ара. he has not 
his route and as far as he knows 
approached. ; 







has not been > 


He also stated that he has no idea about who could be responsible 
for the alleged COVELLI abduction and it was ridiculous to state 
it was the responsibility of the FBI. This incident would indi- 
cate that it was an idea of a warped mind. However, it would: 
not indicate who such a person might be. 
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INTERVIEWS OF HOODLUMS AND HOODLUM CONTACTS 


FRANK PETER BALISTRIERI 
3043 North Shepard Street 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


On 6/10/63, SAs ALEXANDER P, LE GRAND and RICHARD С, THOMPSON 
attempted several times to locate BALISTRIERI at his residence, 
They identified themselves and requested that BALISTRIERI contact 
them through the Milwaukee Office immediately. Checks were also 
made at Gallagher's Restaurant and the Downtowner, which are enter- 
prises of BALISTRIERI, with negative results, 


In midafternoon on 6/10/63, the above Agents observed BALISTRIERI's 
car in а residential area near his home; but, as the Agents were 
traveling in the opposite direction, BALISTRIERI'!s car disappeared 
before contact could be made, At about 4:40 РМ оп 6/10/63, 
BALISTRIERI called the Milwaukee Office and said he would be 
available for interview on some neutral ground of the Agents' 
choosing at half-past five. 


BALISTRIERI was interviewed by SAs LE GRAND and THOMPSON at 5:30 РМ, 
He was first ask relative to an allegatio 
made by Attorney had said that on & ee 
recent ‘night BALISTRIERI had grasped an Agent on surveillance by Eus 
the shirt and had cocked his fist and demanded identification, : га 
Furthermore] said that he thought no Federal charge could 
have been brought against BALISTRIERI for assault of & Federal 
officer i£ he had struck an Agent who refused to identify himself. 
BALISTRIERI said he recalled the incident and related the | 
following: 
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One night, less than three weeks ago, he observed that he was 
being followed by а car, and he stopped to find out about it. Не 
stopped approximately in front of Maniaci's Bar and Restaurant, 
1902 Е, North Ауе,, where he chanced to observe a friend, WALTER 
BROCCA, in a truck, Не asked BROCCA if he knew who was following 
him and BROCCA at first said they were police,  BALISTRIERI then 
approached the surveillance car and asked the driver for his badge 
number, which the driver did not give nor did he identify himself. 
Then, BROCCA told BALISTRIERI that the surveillance was conducted 
by the FBI, Оп hearing this, BALISTRIERI took t he. license number | 
of the car and went home followed by BROCCA in his truck and the 
surveillance car, There was no personal contact between BALISTRIERI 
and the driver. BALISTRIERI neither grasped the Agent's shirt nor . 
cocked his fist as if to throw a punch, Не said, in fact, he knew 
better than to attack an FBI agent as he knew it to be a violation 
of federal law, BALISTRIERI was assured that this was true. 


BALISTRIERI complained, however, about his treatment by the FBI, 
saying that surveillances and four years of investigation had hurt 
his business to a point where he was about to go broke, He also 
said he avoided some of his friends because he was embarrassed for 
them due to the fact that they had been contacted by the FBI and 
knew of the investigation and, theréfore, might not want to be seen 
with BALISTRIERI, BALISTRIERI said һе was also concerned that his 
children would be embarrassed, Не also complained about police 

and IRS investigation, Не also complained of adverse publicity 
afforded by "Тһе Milwaukee Journal," 


BALISTRIERI conceded that his reputation as leader of tbe syndicate 
was the chief source of his troubles both with the law and the press, 
but he denied that there was а syndicate in Milwaukee although he 
knew there was а syndicate in Chicago. 


BALISTRIERI denied any knowledge of the BIERNAT murder or the 
COVELLI abduction, Не commented that, althgugh he couldn't 
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hope to beat the Federal Government he had been fortunate recently 
in winning two cases--one consisting of а local charge involving 
a tavern violation and the other consisting of suppression of 


evidence in an IRS case, He attributed his success to his ability 
to pick good attorneys. 
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The following investigation was conducted by SAs ALBERT B. 
KNICKREHM and ALBERT QG, MACDONALD: 


CHARLES PISCIUNE 
1515 North Van Buren 


n 6/14/63 CHARLES PISCIUNE was located at his residence, 1517 
North Van Buren Street., PISCIUNE was questioned regarding the 
alleged abduction of WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI in Kenosha, Wis. 
on 6/6/63.  PISCIUNE advised that he.is not acquainted with 
COVELLI and has never been to Kenosha, Wis. Не stated that he 
did not believe COVELLI's story that he was abducted by FBI 
Agents. Не stated that this sounded fantastic to him. Не. 
further advised that as a result of his arrest several weeks ago 
by the Internal Revenue Service for booking without a Federal 
gambling tax stamp he has lost his wife and he is in dire 
financial straits. Не stated that he was formerly the licensee 
of the Lamp Post at Fifth and Michigan, which building was 
recently razed and because of his arrest he was unable to obtain 
another liquor license. Не stated that he had absolutely no 
information as to who was responsible for the abduction and 
subsequent murder of ANTHONY BIERNAT on 1/7/63 but wished that 
the FBI would solve this case so that the pressure would be off. 
He advised that now since COVELLI claims he was abducted this 
puts additional pressure on the Italians and further puts them 
in a bad light. Не advised that he had hoped things would settle 
down so that he could live as he had been living prior to BIERNATIs 
murder, Не stated that should he receive any information regard- 
ing BIERNAT's murder or the abduction of COVELLI he would 
immediately notify the FBI. | 


JOSEPH PISCIONE 
435 North Storey Parkway 


PISCIONE was interviewed 6/14/63. When the |. 
agents rang the doorbell came to the door and ~~. 
agents stated that they wished to talk 
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Whereupon JOE РІ5СІОМЕ immediately came to b6 
e door, a ed the.agents, but appeared to be nervous. ВТС 


PISCIONE was questioned as to what he knew about the alleged 
abduction of WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI by FBI Agents. PISCIONE 
stated that he only knew what he had,read in the paper.. He 
stated that he felt that this story about the abduction is 
absurd. and ridiculous. He advised that he knew the FBI was not 
involved in any such incident. He also advised that this was 
also the same opinion of SAM CEFALU with whom he had had a 
conversation earlier in the week at Pop MANIACI's ‘Restaurant. 
He stated that he has absolutely no idea as to who may have 
abducted COVELLI nor what the reason for the abduction was. 

‘He stated that an instance such as this just puts additional 
pressure on the other Italians in Milwaukee and Kenosha and 
that there is already too much pressure put on the Italians as 
a result of the BIERNAT murder. Не advised that he knows 
absolutely nothing as to who was responsible for the murder of 
ANTHONY BIERNAT on 1/7/63 adding that he didn't know BIERNAT 
and has never been to Kenosha. When it was pointed out to him 
that it is inconceivable that he knows nothing regarding the 
abduction and murder of ANTHONY BIERNAT because he associates 
with all of the known hoodlums in the Milwaukee area, he stated 
that this is true but that he doesn't discuss such things with 
them and doesn't want to be involved in any of the hoodlums! 
activities. He advised that should he receive any information 
either as to the persons responsible for the murder of BIERNAT 
с. m abduction of COVELLI, he would notify the Milwaukee Office 
О е FBI. т 


BEN DE SALVO 
4 4926 North 38th Street 


Attempts were made to locate and interview BEN DE SALVO on 6/13/63. . 

at Hs residence, [ _ —  — — ^ ^ ^ o 
advised tna e was.not a ome апа ас as iar as еу 

new he was at his place of employment. They added that he was 
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employed on the construction job at the Veteran!s Administration 
Hospital. 


On 6/11/635| —  — ^ 1 ^  ]|Merritt-Chapman and |57 
scott Construction Company advised that DE SALVO was employed 

as a laborer by his company and that he was working at the site 

of the new power plant which is being constructed. 


DE SALVO was located on the job at the power plant and after the 
agents had identified themselves DE SALVO stated that he was sick 
and tired of being pestered by the ЕВІ. Не stated that after 
having been interviewed by the ЕВІ the last time he was contacted 
his attorney told him that he would not have to talk to the FBI 
and that if they wanted. to talk to him they should. get a warrant. 
He advised that he had absolutely nothing to say and that if we 
wanted to talk to him we should get a warrant. Не advised that 
he may lose his job if the FBI did not quit bothering hin, 
DE SALVO expressed a beligerent attitude and was very perturbed 
e FBI had gone to his home and inquired from.his | 
whereabouts. He stated that this upset ъв 
to no end. Не reiterated that he had b7C 
nothing w soever to say to the FBI that he was sick and tired 
of being bothered by the FBI and that if we wanted to talk to 
him we should get a warrant. 


b6 
DIC 


ИШЕН. approached for interview as he approached his car 
W an armful of cleaning which was parked in the lot behind 
his place of employment, Checker Cleaners, 1012 South First 





Street. This cleaners is run by STEVE DE SALVO, a um 
of the Milwaukee 2 NN ^ agents approached and 
identified themselves stated that he had absolutely 


nothing to say бо the ЕВІ and that upon advice of his attorney 

he was going to refuse to talk to the agents unless they had a 

warrant, | han got into his саг but was unable to move 

his vehicle because of the Bureau car blocking his behind. and 
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the agents placing themselves in a position so that he could not 
саг door. Finally after considerable conversation 
admitted that he had heard of the COVELLI incident 
but that he did not know COVELLI.~,He advised that he had never 
even .heard of him but did a Е. о Kenosha оп 
numerous occasions to visit He stated that 
he was last in Kenosha on Sunday, 6/9/63 and that there was not 
even any discussion of COVELLI's abduction. Не advised that he 
has no idea as to whom was responsible for the murder of ANTHONY 
BIERNAT пор does he have any idea as to why BIERNAT was murdered.| 
Не stated that he works hard for a living at this cleaning 
establishment and that his wife runs one of the outlets for 
Checker Cleaners on North Holton Street. He advised that he 
stays home during the evenings and that he knew he was home on 
the evening of 6/6/63. 


STEVE DE SALVO 
2605 East Holmes 


Cudahy, Wisconsin 


In an effort to contact STEVE DE SALVO, 2605 East Holmes,, Cudahy, 
his home was contacted ру SAs CHARLES A. AUSTIN and HOWARD В, 
VAUGHAN the evening of 6/11/63. DE .SALVO's tavern, Cudahy and 
Checker Cleaners, 1012 South First Street, Milwaukee where 
finally located. 


DE SALVO when informed of the identity of agents refused to 
open the door. He said, by yelling through the store glass 
windows, that he wouldn't talk to agents, that if agents wished 
to talk to him, to get a-warrant and take him downtown. for | 
questioning. He displayed an arrogant belligerent attitude, 
and engaged in shouting at agents to leave him alone, he had 
nothing to talk about. О | 


DE SALVO was interviewed in the parking lot behind his place of 
business, Checker Cleaners, 1012 South First Street on 6/14/63. 
DE.SALVO apparently was told by one of his delivery boys that 
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L-es being interviewed in t ot because DE SALVO 
came to the parking lot, appr саг on the passen- 
ger side and spoke in Italian The agents told DE b6 
SALVO to speak English.not Italian since he was an American b7C 


citizen, Since agents had terminated their interview with 

and the occasion presented itself to interview DE SALVO, 

was permitted to leave. DE SALVO was questioned as to 
his knowledge of COVELLI's alleged :abduction by the FBI. DE 
SALVO expressed complete contempt for the agents and sarcasticall 
stated that he didn't even know COVELLI, never even heard of 
him. He also advised that he had never been to Kenosha, Wis. 
He advised that if he's done something wrong, get a warrant and 
if we didn't have a warrant he wasn't going to talk to us. He 
expressed complete contempt to the FBI and for law enforcement in 
general stating that we had caused him nothing but trouble, | 
harrassment and embarrassment. DE SALVO was told that if he wants 
to act like a hoodlum he'll be treated like a hoodlum; if he 
wants to act like a gentleman һе!11 be treated like a gentleman. 
He was also told that it was hoodlums like himself that were 
causing the Italians in this area of the state to be drug through 
the sewers of the city of Milwaukee and that decent respectable 
Italians resented his actions. DE SALVO emphatically refused to 
look at the agents! credentials stating he didn't care about 
looking at them. He didn't have to talk to us and to get a warrant 
if we wanted to talk to him. DE SALVO was instructed to look at 
the agents! credentials and told that we didn't want another 
COVELLI incident, that we were ЕВІ agents and we wanted him to 
know we were FBI Agents and had credentials to prove it. When 
the credentials were held in front of his eyes he closed his 
eyes and turned his head away stating he didn't have to look at 
these credentials, The interview was one of complete contempt 
on the part of DE SALVO for the FBI. ^ 
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FRANK LA GALBO 
1414 East Albion Street 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


The following investigation was conducted on the evening of 
June 11, 1963 by SAs ALBERT 0, MACDONALD and WARREN J, KENNEY: 


The Agents entered Chico's Bar and ti 
pee Avenue and were told that b 

FRANK LA GALBO, was not at the bar but that he had b 
been there only a few minutes earlier, 
advised as to the identity of the 


he would make an attempt to locate 
rietor, and he left by way of the bac 


-а1 5 








Was 
5 at 
FRANK, the pro- 
door of the tavern, 
returned DM later to 
advise that he was unable to locate FRANK but that 
he expected that he might be in the bar later in the evening, 
The Agents remained in the barroom and approximately ten minutes 
later the telephone at the back bar rang and was answered by 
who stated to Agent KENNEY that FRANK was on 
the phone and that KENNEY might speak with him, ке ҰЛЫДЫ 
identifying himself to FRANK LA GALBO it was requested that me 
make himself available for an interview and he advised that he 
was 111 and that he didn!t want to speak with Agents of the FBI 
about anything and that if the Agents wanted to know anything 
they should contact his attorney, DOMINIC FRINZI, Agents 
-KENNEY and MACDONALD remained in the barroom for approximately 
five minutes and FRANK LA GALBO entered the front door and 
immediately advised Agents KENNEY and MACDONALD that while he 
respected the FBI Agents and the organization that he, too, was 
in business and that he would furnish no information to the 
FBI and referred the Agents again to his attorney DOMINIC FRINZI, 
There were several people in the bar at the time that LA GALBO . 
entered and the patrons were aware of the identity of the Agents, 
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VITO AIELLO 
3038 North Maryland Avenue- 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Ihe following investigation was conducted on June 13, 1963 by 
SAs HOWARD R, VAUGHAN and WARREN J, KENNEY: 


The Agents were met ome, 3038 North 
Maryland Avenue, by VITO AIELLO, and b6 
ing themselves as Agents of the FBI were told by 


was Sleeping, The Agents advised 

that 16 was important that they speak with him 
left the room and shortly thereafter VITO AIELLO 
entered.the living room of the home and furnished the following 
information, VITA AIELLO stated that he has been а bartender 
at the Brass Rail located at 744 North 3га Street, for the past 
7 years and that he usually works from 5:00 p.m, until closing 
which is approximately 1:00 or 2:00 a.m. the following morning, 
He stated that Thursday is his day off and that on Thursday, 
June 6, 1963, he traveled to Madison, Wisconsin in his 1960 
white Cadillac sedan bearing Wisconsin License C50-378, where 
he underwent examination at the Wisconsin General Hospital, 
AIELLO stated that he for the past four weeks has been suffering 
with а bulging tumor in the area of his lower stomach and he | 
was much concerned as to whether or not the tumor was cancerous, 
He stated that he was assured that the tumor was not malignant 
by the doctors at Wisconsin General Hospital and that he returned 
to Milwaukee arriving in his car at approximately 3:30 in the 
afternoon, AIELLO stated that he stayed home the entire after- 
noon and evening and that no one used his 1960 white Cadillac, 
AIELLO stated that he did not know ANTHONY BIERNAT and that he 
is not acquainted in any way with WILLIAM or WEISER COVELLI, 
AIELLO stated that he learned of the kidnaping of COVELLI in 
the Milwaukee papers and that he has heard no information what- 
soever as to who may have abducted COVELLI or BIERNAT, AIELLO 
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stated that no one had access to his car and that it was in the 


AIELLO garage at all times on the evening of June 6, 1963. 


bo 
bue. 


On the morning 13, 1963 | N were b6 
admitted to artment who b7C 
stated that was at home, after being ad- | 


vised as to the identity of the Agents, stated that on the 


evening of June 6, 1963 he left his home as usual at about 
9:30 p.m. and went directly to the Belmont Hotel located at 


North 4th and: West Wells 2 white Plymouth 
bearing Wisconsin License stated that his visit 
at the Belmont Bar is a regular one a e cannot recall defi- 


nitely who was in the lobby of the Belmont Hotel or at the 


Belmont Hotel Coffee Shop but he believes that he вам 

who is also known He 
stated that he believes that he listened to a ball game in the 
hotel lobby and then at about midnight took a short ride along 
the lakefront and returned to his home at approximately 1:00 
a.m, after he picked up a Chicago Tribune from the news box 
located at North Jackson and West State Street, Ы кмм ap- 
proximately a half mile from his apartment home, stated 
that he has not been in Kenosha, Wisconsin for several years 
and that he has no idea where the Bong Air Force Base is 
located and that has пеуег met WILLIAM WEISER COVELLI nor 
ANTHONY BIERNAT, ред that he first learned about 
the BIERNAT slaying and the COVELLI abduction by reading local 
newspapers and that he has no information whatsoever as to who 
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might have been гевропв1®1 these crimes.| | 
States that he is enployed fat Jenaro's Rentals, b6 

reet in Milwaukee, where he checks Б 
he is generally in 





He stated that 










charge whenever 
апа that his hours are rather irregula e 
has no specific duties assigned but is more or less responsible 
for the safety of the property. 


NICK COLLURA 
737 North 10th Street 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


On the afternoon of June 13, 1963 the Agents identified themselves 


to FRANK COLLURA, the father of NICK COLLURA, at his residence 


2005 West Orchard Street, Мг, COLLURA, who is 78 years of age, 
stated that his son was not at home but that he was driving a 
truck Гог some Milwaukee coneern whose identity he was not 

aware of but stated that he was expected at the COLLURA residence 
at approximately 4:00 p.m. The Agents returned to the COLLURA 
residence at 4:00 p.m, but NICK COLLURA had not returned and 
another contact at the COLLURA home at approximately 5:30 p.m. 


‘resulted in the location of NICK COLLURA, COLLURA stated that ! 


he was residing at 737 North 10th Street in Milwaukee but that 
he came to the home of his father at the close of each working 
day in order to prepare food for his father, COLLURA stated 


that he is presently employed at the Rite-Way Tool and Dye 


Company located at 1212 South lst Street, and that he is re- 
gularly employed from 7:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m, Не stated that 
he drives a 1954 light green Pontiac sedan and that no one but 


he himself drives this car, Не stated that he does not recall 


his exact whereabouts on the evening of June 6, 1963 but stated 
emphatically that no one had his car on that evening, that he 
was not in Kenosha and that he never has visited the Bong Air 
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Force Base,  COLLURA, who was visibly upset by the presence of 

the Agents and their questioning, stated that he does not know 
WILLIAM WEISER COVELLI, that he has never seen the man to his 
knowledge and that Пе аја not know ANTHONY BIERNAT during his | 
lifetime nor is he acquainted with anyone in the vending machine 
business,  COVELLI stated that he is presently 53 years ue age, 
having been born May 14, 1910 and that he has nothing to do 

with criminal activities in the Milwaukee or Kenosha areas or 

at any other place, 


bs 
|o | Е 


On June 13, 1963 the Agents identified themselves | ]|'* 


| who stated that she is ove 
| | ГВАМ DA QUISTA and that] | | A  J |was employed 
but that she did not know his place of employmen ne Agents 


left their names and office telephone numbe 
and she stated that she would have |  [eal1i upon his 
return, The Agents then proceeded to the Albanese Brothers 
Pizzaria at 5460 South 27th Street, where| | |^ | jadvised 
алг... [has very little 
to do wi m and oa аз to where he might be located, 
A xc oproximately an hour later 

| mother, who is 75 years of 
identified themselves 
mi 








рр егу 
telephonically Gontacted the С а 
Would appear voluntarily at the Milwaukee Office 


stated that ne 
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of the FBI at approximately 7:00 p.m. June 13 for interview. 
did report to the office of the FBI at approximately b6 
1:10 p.m, and advised that he has been employed at the Inter- DIC 
national Harvester Company in Milwaukee for the past 27 years 
6, 1963 he was vis 
at her home located 
waukee, He stated that a friend, 
Was also at the| 9 apartment and that the three 
played cards and had a.generally quiet social evening, He 
stated that while he owns а 1962 light blue Buick automobile, 
he has not been able to drive the same since May 22, 1963 when 
his license was revoked. [ | ^ ]stated that he was last in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin in late January or early February of 1963 
to see his attorney|[| | and to attend as a spectator 
at the Girls State Bowling Tournament held there, Не stated 
that while visiting at the restaurant of LOUIS GRECO in Kenosha 
he was introduced to GRECO!s brother-in-law, WEISER COVELLI 
and that that is the first time that he ev C LLI, al- 
though he has known GRECO for many years. stated 
that he never met TONY BIERNAT and that he knows nothing what- 
soever about the abduction of WEISER COVELLI or the murder of 
ANTHONY BIERNAT, | [stated emphatically that he was 
not in Kenosha, Wisconsin on Thursday, June 6, 1963 and that 
he has not been there since his visit during the State Bowling 
Tournament with the exception of the trial nken 
driving charge in Kenosha on Мау 22, 1963. stated 
that he has much difficulty getting around since his license 
has been revoked and that he has been ass in his travels 






| a his old friend who operates at 
34th and State Street in Milwaukee, did not appear 
to be upset in any sense and stated that he would be most 
happy to cooperate at any time the FBI felt that he could be 
of any assistance, 


30 


Аррочейкы ыы ыша сымы. HOON ааа М. POE 
Special-Agent in Charge 




















FD-36 (Bev. 12-13-56) 





2 


ғ 


; ao . | FBI 





Date: 


Transmit the following in 





(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 
amp Amo en mA om "a жи. лақа Яман» Жи» үлы мыз GUARD жән кп жәна SUPER “әне жн тән | ымы қозу diem ап қа Ұйық жіне ақа: жыр ааа ши AMA Тама ына аны шын қоп ане яғ яна ыма ны іміз жіне (mgr «йы 5; жала aum жы” GEM мәнін мы UAM Е эшк 4 


MI 162-49 


JOSEPH FRANK ENEA 
2510 West Glendale 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 







bear and KENNEY identified themselves 
he ENEA apartment located at 

stated in a very curt 

at was not at home, that he was not ex- 
pected home until after he finished his work early the next 
morning but that she expected he could be found at the Downtowner 
Cocktail Lounge located at 340 West Wells Street after 4:00 
p.m, The Agents attempted to gain entrance at the Downtowner 
Cocktail Lounge at approximately 5:00 p.m. and the door was 
locked however a minute or two later an individual with keys 
in his hand opened the door and permitted the Agents to enter 
the cocktail lounge which he stated was not as yet open for 
business. The Agents told the individual that they were with 
the FBI and that they wanted to speak to JOSEPH FRANK ENEA and 
he stated that he was JOSEPH FRANK ENEA but that he didn't want 
to speak with any Agents. of the FBI, At this point ENEA demanded 
to be furnished with the names of the Agents in writing and he 
was furnished with the names, At this juncture the Agents 
stated "Are you sure you are JOE ENEA?" and he stated that "I 
am but I will not talk to you and refer you to my attorney .. 
DOMINIC FRINZI," Тһе interview was terminated at this point 
and no further efforts were made to contact ENEA or his attorney. 
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| Radio and Telephone Answering Service, Іпс., 3 
429 W. Michigan, advised on 6/14/63 that ences lis а sub- 


scriber to the answerin ervice and that his records reflect that 
[who тевійев rur lait іш the juke- 
box and amusement machines business ord was Left with the 


answering service to advise when he made his next 
call there that the FBI was looking for him, wanted to talk to 
him and for him to contact the local FBI office, 


At оа в/м, р 
was shown the credentials of the Agents and advised 
that they wanted to speak said that 
was not there and that he no now when he would 
retur Agents observed a warehouse located at 610 E, Pleasant 
where]... |кеере various jukeboxes and amusement machines to 
be locked апа unattended, Agents then made inquiry at an 
Italian. butcher shop located at 1600 No, Jackson as - m building 


acent to above-mentioned warehouse, There, one 
was advised of the Agents! identities, and inquiry was 
made ав to whether or док |was known to him and, 


if so, w his whereabouts because the FBI wanted to talk 
to him said that he_is 
and that he only sees 


y 
comes_ the telephone, was instructed to 
tell that the FBI was looking for him and wanted 
to talk to him and that he was.to contact the local FBI office. 
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evening on 6/14/63, telephonic contact was made with 
and he advised tbat he would come to the FBI office 


the following morning at ten o'clock to be interviewed.  Subsequently,. 
оп this date, rrr en el 
Milwaukee attorney, called the office and requeste о spea o the 
Agents who had been attempting to locate and enel — —— ] 


SA WARREN J. KENNEY telephonically contacted | 
who advised him at that time that 









and wanted only to interview 
came to the FBI office at ten 
o'clock ‘he would be interviewed. did not appear in 


the office at ten o'clock AM on 6/15/63. 


At 10:25 AM, 6/15/63,|D | 1 ]telephonically contacted | 

the FBI office and advised SA KENNEY that his client, 
did not wish to he FBI unless it was 
in the presence was advised that the 


FBI would not interview in his presence and requested 
that[ ]himself, contact the FBI and inform them himself 


that he would not be interviewed unless it was in the presence of 
his attorney. 


At 11:29.AM, June 15, 1963 тає ephonteally advised ре 
SA WARREN Je KENNEY that he would no present himself for inter- b/C 


bv Bureau agents unless he was accompanied by his attorney, 
Acoondingly i| EN |, advised that the 
interview would not be conducted, . 
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pu investigation was conducted by Ss| | en 


ALEXANDER P, LE GRAND: ; 





Kenosha, Wisconsin 


advised he has been acquainted with WILLIAM ]|»6 
COVELLI almost all of his life and that COVELLI has cigarette DIC 
machines in his place. He claimed the last time he saw COVELLI | 
weeks ago at the Towne House, that COVELLI 
collects from these machines each week, but 
that he is not present on all of the occasions that COVELLI 
appears at the Towne House, 


[ —.  ]stated that he always had the juke machines of ANTHONY aa 
J. BIERNAT at the Towne House and still has them, the company | 
now being operated by SAM IAQUINTA, | 


He said he has known BIERNAT since 1949 or 1950 but hadn't seen 
BIERNAT personally since the forepart of December, 1962, 


He stated he was formerly in partnership with WILLIAM COVELLI 
in the operation of the Club Holiday іп the Dayton Hotel, 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, about five or six years. ago. This part- 
nership lasted one year. 


He stated that a year or so ago he gambled at a gambling house 
operated by WILLIAM COVELLI and JOHN RIZZO at 56th Street and 
2nd Avenue in Kenosha, Wisconsin but has not bean so engaged 

in the recent years. Не knows JOHN RIZZO but does not associate 
with him, 
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[ —  ]stated that WILLIAM COVELLI and ANTHONY J, BIERNAT had 
always seemed to him to be respectable businessmen but that 
of course one could not know everything which was in a person's 


private life, 


He said he had no idea why BIERNAT was murdered 
or why COVELLI was allegedly abducted, 


He stated he had no information concerning gambling houses in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin at the present time and makes it а point 
not to inquire about озн rar because if he referred а 


customer to such а place; 


latter lost bis money. 


ership in the Towne House 
that no one else had an interest in his 
place, but that he was financed by the Kenosha National Bank, 


= БИШ 


(| |мав interviewed 







ised he is 
the Tow 


Wisconsin. 


He said he has known WILLIAM COVELLI since childhood, formerly 
living in the same block wi 


COVELLI is a person who wou 
He has no idea why COVELLI was abducted. 
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would lose the customer when the 


idence by SAs 
ne House, and bartends 


th COVELLI, and believes that | 
ld hurt no one and is а "nice guy." 
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He said he knew ANTHONY J. BIERNAT by sight and that BIERNAT had 


the reputation of being a good fellow and he has heard nothing 
concerning the cause or circumstances of BIERNAT's murder other 
than what he has read in the newspapers. He said he does not 
believe there is any big time gambling going on in Kenosha and 
does not know anything about COVELLI's gambling operations. Не 
stated he hasn't enough money to gamble himself and support his 
family, He stated he knows JOHN RIZZO by sight but is not 
acquainted with him and knows nothing of his activities. 


E ЭШ 


was interviewed at his residence by sas | | ] 


1 
LE GRAND on June 22, 1963. 


He stated he is al 2... 
the Towne House, | | but does not associate with 
дет and fo пе раа ears has been employed as | 
North cago, 


Illinois and һай just returned from his| | [position at 
the time he was interviewed, 


He stated he was not acquainted with ANTHONY J, BIERNAT or 
WILLIAM COVELLI although he knows what WILLIAM COVELLI looks 


like, Не stated his father knew WILLIAM COVELLI's father who 
had been murdered some time ago, 


The Kenosha Directory shows that| — |48 employed as a 
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[as interviewed by SAs CARLYLE М, REED and CHARLES 
Р, AHERN at his above-indicated residence, on 6/15/63, at 
which time he furnished the following information: 


He does not know WILLIAM COVELLI of Kenosha, Wisconsin, and has 
never been in Kenosha. He never knew ANTHONY BIERNAT and his 
усу of the BIERNAT slaying 1/7/63 and abduction of COVELLI 
on 6/6/63, is limited solely to what he has learned from news 
media. Не could offer no thoughts as to who may have been 
responsible for the BIERNAT ос COVELLI crimes. 

bo 


mmm... born in the Italian community Ді pee 
waukee where the BALISTRIERIs were also reared. Іп this way 


he became acquainted with FRANK BALISTRIERI and his brothers, 


He admitted one arrest for having placed basketball bets for 
several friends in Milwaukee for which he was arrested and 
fined $25.00, and "took the гар" rather than expose his friends. 
Because of this he was contacted by the Internal Revenue Service 
and had to buy а Federal Gambling stamp even though this was 

the extent of his gambling. Не denied operating lotteries on 
any other illegal activities. 


је is employed аз — 00 00 ф 


He claims that he spends his spare time at home with his wife and 
three children and has no association or contact with any hoodlur 
elements. 
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JOSEPH SPERA 
3023 North Cramer Avenue 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


On 6/15/63 JOSEPH SPERA, advised SAs CARLYLE М, REED and CHARLES 

Р. AHERN that he has resided in Milwaukee since his emigration 

from Italy in 1921 and at his current address for the past four 
years. He said he is a naturalized citizen of the United States 
and is employed as a garbage collector by the City of Milwaukee 
Department of Sanitation. Не said he has been so employed 56 
since 1945, Іп addition, he related that in June, 1962 he [57€ 

machines (jukeboxes) 
at the following locations in Milwaukee: 


Sportsmen's Bar 
ТЕП Street; 


| MANIACI's Bar, East North Avenue 
Bon's Bar, North Avenue. 


He said he derives an income of about $12.00 per week per 
machine and that he embarked on this venture to provide himself 
with a source of income to supplement his pension allowance when 
he retires in about four years hence. 


SPERA said that he was not acquainted with ANTHONY BIERNAT and 
had never heard of him until he read the publicity about his 
death. He denied any familiarity with WILLIAM COVELLI and when 
reminded that COVELLI's name had appeared prominently in recent 
newspaper accounts as the result of his alleged abduction in 
Kenosha, SPERA said he had not read the local newspapers for 
over a week because he has been on vacation and spending his 
entire day working around his home. SPERA said he had no 
associates or contacts in Kenosha, Wisconsin and had never 
visited Kenosha. 
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SPERA said that he does not gamble and that he has no familiarit 


with gambling operations in Milwaukee or elsewhere. 


He acknowledged that he has been acquainted for many years with | 


the BALISTRIERI brothers, PRANK, РЕТЕ, BUSTER, and others by 
reason of having grown up in the same neighborhood with them. 
He said his contacts with them in recent years have been limited 


to chance meetings on the street and at weddings and funerals. 


He said that he has not been subjected to any pressures or 
demands for proceeds from his jukebox business. 


SPERA said his only record of arrest consists of incidents when 


he was a youth when he was arrested Гог "hanging around" after 
which he was released without trial. ; 
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AUGUST MANIACI 
2121 No, Newhall 


Milwaukee, Wisc, 


On 6/11/63, MANIACI was located at Maniaci's Bar and Restaurant, 
1902 E, North Ауе,, and interviewed by == 
RICHARD C, THOMPSON, Не stated that he had read of the COVELLI 
abduction but had no personal knowledge of іё, Не said that on 
6/6/63 he worked at the bar until about six PM and then went home. 
Не said it was no longer clear in his memory whether he stayed home 
the rest of the evening or whether he went out again around midnight. 
He said that the confusion arose over whether he went to the Belmont 
Hotel around midnight on 6/5 or 6/6/63, In any event, he went to 
the Belmont on one of those nights and the other night he stayed at 
home, He said tbat the night he went to the Belm tel he went 
with JOHN AIELLO and then met WALTER BROCCA 

ав well as а man from the Mint Bar whose name he could 
not then recall. He said that these men all sat at one table in 
the coffee shop of the Belmont Hotel and talked until after two AM. 
He said that during this time һе saw Detective 
of the Special Assignment Squad, Milwaukee PD, who was with his 
partner. MANIACI spoke to both of them and thought they would 
remember the incident. Не said that.after leaving the Belmont 
Hotel he went home as he had to work again the following day, 


MANIACI also said that on the night of 6/7/63, he drove his wife 
to Rockford, Ill., to see her father who was old and sick, They 
remained until Sunday, but he got back in time to go to work at 

the bar by 6:10 РМ, | 


MANIACI said that he was not acquainted with WILLIAM COVELLI, 
although he knew his father, RED COVELLI, whoséshead was blown 


off by a shotgun some years ago in Kenosha, MANIACI said that he 
undoubtedly saw WILLIAM COVELLI when the latter was а child but 
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he would not know him at the present time, He said he thought that 
WILLIAM COVELLI had been sent to Italy as а child and had gone to 
school there, 


MANIACI also stated that he thought it was ridiculous to think that 
the FBI had any connection with the abduction of COVELLI, but he 
thought that friends of BIERNAT might have committed the abduction, 


MANIACI said that he had no information to furnish concerning the 
BIERNAT murder, 


b7C 


On 6/14/63, SAs ALE P. LE GRAND and RICHARD С, THOMPSON De 
attempted to locate at one of his usual haunts, Duffy's 5C 


LPool Hall located at Van Buren and St Thereafter, 

| |was located at his residence, answered 
the door and produced| |upon request after the Agents had 
identified themselves. 


| b 
|l |еватеа at first that he had nothing to say and that the b7C 
Agents should contact his attorney. When asked concerning his where- 
abouts on 6/6/63, however, he consented to interview. 


ГГ (ваза that he was not acquainted with WILLIAM COVELLI, Не bé 
said that on 6/6/63 he spent the evening at Duffy's Pool Hall, 57C 

‘| remaining until midnight, Thereafter, he went to the Puppet 

iLounge and remained until closing. 


|  ]said that he had no information concerning the COVELLI at 
abduction or the BIERNAT murder, 
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a 
| On 6/1 SASLLLLLLLLL LL ]RICHARD C. THOMPSON attempted to 
locate at 


nco, After the Agents had 
identified themselves, said that]. was at 
work on construction but that he would be home after five РМ, 
returned home shortly after five PM and was contacted |; 


by the above Agents as he descended from his truck, which bore the | yc 
lettering Bruno Concrete Construction,| advised as follows: 


| He spent Thursday night, 6/6/63, at home and he did not leave the 
| house during the evening or during the night. Не said this could 
be verified by his wife, 


stated that he was acquainted with WILLIAM COVELLI and b6 
considered him a "nice guy," He said that he had no information b7C 
concerning COVELLI's abduction but wa lined to believe that the 
FBI had done it. It was pointed out hat this was 


ridiculous as the FBI did not engage in that kind of activity. 

also said that he had no information concerning the BIERNAT 
murder, but he asked whether he was being interviewed because he 
had a criminal record, He was informed that he was only one of 
many who were being interviewed, 


After interview was interviewed separately. b6 
She stated tha was at home all night on 6/6/63, RE 
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| b7 
| Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
On 6/14/63, SA CHARLES A, AUSTIN made several 
attempts to contact the Holiday 
House night club, At first contact several employees were 
questioned as to his location and at the second several other 
employees and patrons of the club, Не was located at the club 
.on the third contact. 
| He advised that he was working at the Holiday House, of which he 2. 


.is| | |  ]the night of 6/6/63 and has not been to Kenosha, 
Wisc., for several years, Не stated. he did not know WEISER 


since he feel the “out Ы 


е бе. —-——— ВР 
| the othered to abduct m or had the slightest doubt.about him, 
this matter or others if it would rid the town of the crooked 


COVELLI but had heard of him, Не knew of nothing concerning the 
alleged abduction of COVELLI on 6/6/63 other than what he has 

read in the newspapers, He stated that he is a legitimate 
businessman.and is not happy that some of the Italians in this 

area have given the rest a bad name, He has no idea who could have 
been. involved in the alleged COVELLI abduction but advised that if 
it.did occur it was probably done e local law іп Kenosha / 





He stated he would appy to help the FBI in any way either in 








Italians, 
| b6 
Milwaukee, Wisc. b7C 
Ов 6/13/63 and 6/14/63, SAs CHARLES А, AUSTIN 
made repeated attempts to locate at his home address 
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| where he lives in an upper flat, The tenant downstairs was contacted| 


on both dates and questioned as to his whereabouts and occupation. 
Several of the neighbors were likewise questioned concerning 


On 6/14/63, was located and interviewed and stated he is 
а traveling salesman of radio equipment and is out of town often. 
6/6/63, during the evening till quite late, he 


|-He advised that on 
was with cda the Edho Communications Co, 
‘of Cedarburg, Wisc. It was note at he was driving a 1960 brown 


Thunderbird auto with.a large radio antenna in the center of the 
‘roof which he claimed was his car, He stated that he does not 


know WEISER COVELLI and has not been to Kenosha, Wisc,, for at 


lesst one year. Не has read about the COVELLI abduction in the 
paper but has no idea who could ‘have done it or if it is a true 
story. He feels the story sounds "phoney" but could offer no 


theory as to the possible true situation. . 


| ала E 


Milwaukee, 


On 6/14/63. СТ HEREIN. LE AUSTIN attempted to 
locat at home and a s place of business, His employer 
was contacted at his place of busine and the agents informed him 
of their identity and desire to talk Then, the Agents 
waited with[ ^ Јевріоуег till he arrived and at this time 
was interviewed. 


[ — — advised that he was working on 6/6/63 till 9:00 PM; then 


went home to bed, He does not know WEISER COVELLI of Kenosha 
and was not aware that he had been abducted on 6/6/63. Не has 
never been to Kenosha, Wisc., to his knowledge and has no idea 
who could have abducted COVELLI, He stated that if any such 
information came to his attention he would call the FBI. 
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—« investigation was conducted by SAs[_ | 


ALEXANDER P, LE GRAND; 


BUSTER BALESTRERE 
1634 North Jackson Street 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


On June 11, 1963 efforts were made to locate BUSTER BALESTRERE 
at his usual hangouts at the Clock Bar, Hickory Restaurant and 
Casino Tavern on North 5th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, with 


negative results. 


On the evening of June 11, 1963 BALESTRERE!s automobile was 


found behind his home, His bell was rung successively and then 


Agents rapped loudly on the door but по one answered, SA 


LE GRAND then went to a phone booth located at the corner and 


telephoned BUSTER BALESTRERE, advised BALESTRERE of Agent's 
identity and stated he would like to speak to him about a 
matter for a few minutes, BUSTER said "I have nothing to 
say to you, Goodby.” Не then hung up., 


SAM CEFALU 
2572 North Holton 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


On June 13, 1963 SAM CEFALU was interviewed at his residence 
by SAs ‘LE GRAND. Не stated he was not acquainted 
with WILLIAM COVELLI and knew nothing about the abduction of 
COVELLI or about the BIERNAT case. He then became greatly 
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incensed and stated he was an honest man trying to make a living . 
and that he was unable to get a job because of his age and the | 
fact that he had been arrested by IRS and was dependent for his 
support on his wife, He proceeded to pound a coffee table 

until an ashtray fell off of it twice and condemned the actions 
of the government in making an arrest while he was operating а 
bar and taking him out of the place in handcuffs in view of all 
the people in the neighborhood, CEFALU was forceably told that 
if he were an honest working man as he claimed he had no fear 

of arrest, that in view of the fact he violated the law he must 
expect to be arrested and accept that as part of his profession 
and that no government agent was going to apologize to him for 
arresting him for being in violation of the law, Не was told 
moreover that in his occupation as a bookmaker which was well 
known and for which he was arrested he was well aware of the 
activities of "the outfit" in intimidating bookmakers and pulling 
stupid mistakes such as the BIERNAT killing which brought heat 
upon them and following it with such a thing as the COVELLI 
abduction, CEFALU stated "The outfit -- all you fellows talk 

of the outfit -- what outfit." He claimed there was no such 
thing as an outfit. He was told that his statement that there 
was no outfit, in view of the fact that we know there wi, was 
an indication that he was not an honest working man as he 

claimed but was on that side. Мг, CEFALU then apologized for 
his outburst and became more subdued in his conversation but 

said that he thought that the arrest made by federal authorities 
could have been done in such a way as to not cause embarrassment 
to himself. He stated he knew nothing of the COVELLI matter 

and that he had spent the evening of June 6, 1963 at home. 


JOSEPH ALIOTO 
3824 ‘North 13th Street 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
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DIN contacted at his residence on June 14, 1963 
by SAs| LE GRAND, His parents were present at the 
original contact and he was asked if he would discuss a matter 
with Agents in private and Agents interviewed him outside of 
his house, ALIOTO at first stated he did not wish to be in- 
terviewed by Agents without the presence of his attorney. А 
state case against him on а charge of bookmaking had just been 
continued in court on that дау, When he learned that the in- 
quiry was not about his bookmaking activities he stated that 
he knew nothing about the abduction of WILLIAM COVELLI and was 
not acquainted with WILLIAM COVELLI, Не said he knew nothing 
of the murder of ANTHONY J, BIERNAT other than what he had 
read in the newspapers, Не said he bad no theory on why 
COVELLI had been abducted. Оп June 6, 1963 he claimed to have 
spent several hours ending at 12:00 p.m. at Duffy's Pool Room 
located at Van Buren and State Streets, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
and thereafter until approximately 1:30 a.m. on June 7, 1963 
at the Puppet, Не said he could not remember any of the in- 
dividuals who were with him at either of these occasions and 
said these were the usual spots at which he hung out most of 
the week, Не drives а 1962 maroon four-door Ford, Wisconsin 
License Plage 059-71, 
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Kenosha, Wisconsin dee 
EE 
Оп 6/10/63Г- — — — Дааҹізеа Sas| | | and 
CHARLES А. AUSTIN that he is employed.at American Motors and | 
lives with his parents[ — O OOO O O 
b6 
[stated that ‘he wanted to learn the vending machine b7C 


business and as a result he worked as a part time route collecto: 
and salesman for WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI. ‘He said he worked 
irregular hours and was paid with cigarettes. or other material 
items but was not a salaried employee. Не stated that due to 
| his interest in the vending machine business he was serving an 
apprenticeship and this accounted for his not receiving a 
| regular wage. 


T that he was at Greco!s Restaurant, 56th Street bé 
an nd Avenue on 6/8/63 around: 5:30 ог 6:00 p.m. and no one (5702 
mentioned the alleged abduction of "WEISER" COVELLI. Не added 

that he has been in the area of Greco!s Restaurant on several 
occasions recently, but he does not recall any unusual activity. 


advised that he did not know ANTHONY BIERNAT and could | 
offer no information concerning his abduction or his murder. 


advised that he did not know anything about "WEISER" | 
COVELLI approaching ANTHONY BIERNAT in company with JOE GURERA 56 
and STEVE DE SALVO with the purpose of "buying in" to BIERNAT!s |202 
jukebox business. 


БЕНЕН tetea that COVELLI has three jukeboxes in Kenosha апа 
ey are located at La Strada's Bar, the Tropic Club, and 
‘Greco's Restaurant. Не was asked if COVELLI had any jukeboxes 
in storage and he stated that he knew of по other jukeboxes 
currently in the possession of COVELLI. 
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[  Jaávised that he would be willing to help the FBI in 
any way that he could and that he would immediately advise the 
Milwaukee Office if he heard of any information concerning 
ANTHONY BIERNAT or the alleged abduction of WILLIAM COVELLI. 
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MICHAEL JOSEPH ALBANO 
aka. Mike Albano 
home add, 4144 М. 17th Street 
bus. add. 1600 W. Wells Street 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
On 6/11/63 SAs 
proceeded to 4144 North 17th Street, Milwaukee, Wis. in an i: 
attempt to co ALBANO. Att address nd 


MIKE ALBANO's advised that was 
downtown at the pizza restaurant and could be contacted at the 
1600 West Wells Street address. Agents proceeded to Angelo's 


Pizza House and after waiting several minutes while ALBANO 


prepared a new batch of pizza batter were able to interview 
ALBANO. 


ALBANO stated that he hasn!t been in Kenosha since last year 
some time and that he has no information pertaining to the 
murder of ANTHONY BIERNAT or the alleged abduction of WILLIAM 
COVELLI. Не added that the only thing he knows about either 
matter has been read by him in the newspapers. 


ALBANO advised that he is one person in b6 
Kenosha and that this was North Shore DIC 
General Merchandise Company, 1916-52nd Street. | | 

ALBANO stated he knows PRANK BALISTRIERI and STEVE DE SALVO, 

both of Milwaukee and that he saw DE SALVO approximately two 


or three months ago when STEVE came into his restaurant for a 
pizza carryout, | 


ALBANO stated that he was working at the pizza restaurant the 
entire even na of June 6, 1963 and continued on into the morning 
of June 7, 1963, He stated his restaurant is open from 3 p.m. 


until 3:30 a.m. or later the following morning depending on how 


much business he has had during the evening. 
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ALBANO advised that he does not know[ аза has never |56 
employed him for any legal services. Не did state, though, b7C 
that he is currently employing the legal services of DOMINIC 

FRINZI concerning a personal note judgment on file against him. 


ALBERT ALBANA, aka. 
"Cadillac" А1 
3027-52nd Avenue 


Kenosha, Wisconsin " 


6/12/63 SA[ —— |шаде ап attempt to interview | ^ 
АТ, А 


ANA at his personal residence which is located upstairs 
over Dante's Bar. АШВАМА did not respond to repeated ringing 
of his dopnrbell or to several knocks on the stairway door 
leading to his upstairs apartment.  Subseque де dn owing 
agent then entered Dante's Bar and conferred 
the bar owner, and he agreed to call AL ALBANA on - 
phone. ALBANA answered the telephone and advised 
that he didn't want to speak to the ЕВІ and that he nothing 
to say to any agent. Shortly thereafter he answered a question 
initiated by interviewing agent and the interview was conducted 
on the telephone because ALBANA stated very sarcastically that 
he would not let agent upstairs to talk to him. 


ALBANA advised that he was in Greco's Restaurant located on 

22nd Avenue and 56th Street, Kenosha on 6/6/63 from early 
afternoon until sometime after midnight. He ate his dinner at 
Greco's Restaurant and later that evening he played cards at 

the restaurant with WILLIAM COVELLI. He stated he did not 
notice any strange cars or any strangers around Greco's Restauran 
at anytime earlier in the day or that evening. 


ALBANA advised he has not heard anything since the alleged 
abduction of COVELLI and has no knowledge about what happened 
other than what he has read in various newspaper accounts. 


ALBANA was very hostile throughout the interview and uncoopera- 
tive in general. 
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| It was noted by Bureau Agents as they departed from Dante's 
| Bar that ALBANA made a move as 1f to get into bis personal 
саг and upon hearing the Bureau car start up he walked to the 
curb and noted the Bureau саг license number, 
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b6 
was located and interviewed at his above-indicated | 
residence on 6/14/63, after attempts were made to locate him at b6 
his place of employment, Sardino's Surf Lounge, 621 East Mason b7C 
‘Street, and at the Sardino Inn, 1617 North Farwell, both located 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, furnished the following 
information to SAs CARLYLE М, REED and CHARLES Е, AHERN: 
| | b6 
He,| |і well acquainted with FRANK BALISTRIERI (head of | ъзе 


| the hoodlum syndicate in Milwaukee), and that their families are 
! long-time friends. 


He does not know WILLIAM COVELLI, vending machine operator of- 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, and first heard of him and his alleged 
abduction when he read about it in the newspapers or on news 
broadcasts. Не claimed. he had no knowledge of COVELLI's abduction, 
6/6/63, had absolutely no information of possible pertinence 
regarding the abduction and had no suggestions as to who might 
have perpetrated the abduction, Likewise, he asserted that he had 
no inf (225 in connection with the BIERNAT slaying. He denied 
knowin pointed out that he is not. acquainted in Kenosha, 

| Wisc, 








as not beligerent during interview, explained that И 
he is the 2379 No, Holton, Miwaukee, a 
Wisc.; that 
1617 No, Farwell Ауе,, and 


the Ale House, 663 E, Wisconsin Ave., both Milwaukee, 


o3 
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| was interviewed at his place of business, | 
Giussepi's Wagon.Wheel, 5353 North Port Washington Rd,, Milwaukee, 
| Wisc., the Wagon Wheel being a bar and restaurant. [жав 
| interviewed by SAs CARLYLE N, REED апа CHARLES Е, AHERN: 


He,[ ^  ]doesn't know WILLIAM COVELLI, Kenosha, Wisc., who 
| was allegedly abducted on 6/6/63, Не explained that he is not 
|. acquainted with the Italian "bunch" in Kenosha, Wisc., and only 
i knew of COVELLI's abductors from news accounts of that incident, 
| He claimed he had no information, hearsay or otherwise, which 
| might be of assistance in identifying the abductors of WILLIAM 

.COVELLI or the slayers of BIERNAT who was also from Kenosha, Не 
| explained that he is not acquainted with the Italian "bunch" 

in. Kenosha, Не does know FRANK STELLOH, an ex-convict (FRANCIS | 

CONRAD STELLOH), who has resided in the West Allis, Wisc., area,  . 


[ dwelled on the fact he is $90,000 in debt as a result 
of going into his present place of business which was a new type 
‘of operation for him, since he had previously been a pizza-type 
restaurant operator and not а beer, liquor and steak house, 
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PETER BARCA 
1230 Sheridan Road 


Kenosha, Wisconsin 


On 6/12/63 $533[___ _ — — — . . — |ALBERT G, MACDONALD 
attempted to locate PETER BARCA at the Flamingo Club, at his 

home and at the Maple Crest Gold Club where he was supposedly 
playing golf. Не was finally located at his home. Не stated 
that he had sold the Flamingo Club about two years ago and that 
he now owns and,operates the Barca Belting Company, a dealer in 
new and used converted belts and equipment. Не stated this gives 
him plenty of time and he spends most of his time playing golf. 
Also on Saturday, June 8, he had gone to the races at Washington 
Park in Illinois and had been at a golf tournament at Oshkosh, 
Wis. on June 10, He stated he had not heard about the а as 
abduction until he. read the paper on Monday night, June 10. 
stated he has not been in touch with any friends in Kenosha E 
had no idea as to who may have tried to abduct COVELLI and he 
personally did not believe that the FBI would be involved in such 
a situation. Не also stated that he has no opinion as to who 
may have been responsible. 


He stated that he was a very close friend of TONY BIERNAT and 
had seen him almost every day and had seen him later іп the day 
on which he was murdered, namely, January 7, 1963. Не stated he 
was unable to understand why BIERNAT had been killed because his 
Jukebox route was not lucrative. He thought that BIERNAT paid 
his bills regularly, did not think he owed a large sum of" id 
to anyone and did not think that BIERNAT did any gambling. 
stated he thought it was a senseless murder and did not d 
anything to anyone, Не also stated he does not know who might 
have done this or the. reason why. 


on 6/13/63 зав мат а. mororo] | 
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EAN MEE ——————————— e ы діл а — камен HX 
MI 162-49 | 
interviewed|  .. pt his residence and his elderly parents aon 
were present on the front poreh.[  ]gave the impression 


that he would be cooperative but appeared nervous and puzzled 
as to why he was being interviewed. 


He stated that he did not think he knew WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI 
although he might have seen’ him, апа he knew nothing about ; 
COVELLI's alleged abduction. Не stated that he was formerly a 
bartender at the tavern owned by SAM CEFALU but since that was 
closed he could not get a renewal of his bartender!s license. 

He stated that he is now in the process of getting a street 
peddler!s license in order that he could sell soap which had 


been his previous occupation. He stated that he has not dis- 


cussed the COVELLI abduction with.any of his associates and he 
had no idea as to whom may have done it. 


He also stated that as far as he knew he did not personally know 
ТОМУ BIERNAT and knew nothing about his murder or who may have 
been responsible for it. He also stated that he has not been 
іп Kenosha for eight years. or more, 


b6 
PIC 


b6 
SAs ALBERT. MACDONALD b7 
interviewed at the bar a S place of business, 
the Talk of the Town, located at 507 West Wells Street. Although 
there were customers in the bar the agents clearly announced that 
they were with the FBI and desired to talk to him. He seemed to 
resent being questioned by the FBI at his place of business 
especially when. customers were present. Не was asked about the 
WILLIAM COVELLI abduction and stated that he had not been in 


Kenosha for.many years and that he did not know COVELLI and knew 


nothing about 1t other than what had appeared in the paper. He 
also stated that this had not been discussed by him or other . 


bartenders and friends when they convened at the Belmont Hotel 


after the bars closed, 
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know anything about why he had been murdered ор who was respon- 
sible and also stated that he had not received any information 
from any of his, associates about this matter. 


CARLO Di MAGGIO 
1526 North Franklin Place 


On 6/13/63 sas д |апа ALBERT б, MACDONALD 
contacted DI MAGGIO. at his home just as he was leaving. He 
stated that.he was about to go out to the County Жоррауаз- 
to get some more medicine, 


He stated that he had formerly run a butcher shop at 901 East 

Center Street but he had had a heart attack in May, 1962 and 

had since had to close his business. He stated that he had been 

quite sick and that his wife had died in about 1956 and he stays 

home most of the time because of his health. Не also stated that- 
h to ге о elf | 


Leasanna 2 
МІ 162-49 ` 
Не also stated that he did not know. TONY BIERNAT and did not 
b 
D 


e stated 
e stated that he does not associate with 

gamblers and hoodlums although he knows some of them because 
they grew up in the neighborhood where he has operated butcher 
shops in the past 4 years. Не stated that he does not know 
anything about the COVELLI abduction, has not heard anything 
about it and has no ideas,about it. Не also stated that he does 
not know TONY BIERNAT and does not have any ideas or opinions 
in regard, to why he was murdered. 
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WALTER Е, BROCCA 
4023 South Kansas Street 


Cudahy, Wisconsin 


The above individual was located and contacted at his residence 


during the evening hours of 6/11/63 by SAs[ | (56 
кете кстст BROCCA at first stated that he did not Ь7С 
desire to talk to the FBI or the representatives of any law 


enforcement agency about any subject whatsoever but then stated 
in answer to questions that he knew nothing concerning what was 
supposed to have happened to WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI at Kenosha, 
Wisconsin; that he heard nothing about it; did not want to know 
anything about it and could furnish absolutely no information 
whatever concerning this or any other matter. 


nosha , Sc. 


"Dante's" at the above 
address, which is а combina 
acted on 6/12/63 by SAs BS 
stated that he has been acquainted with 
WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI for approximately 25 years; that he 
sees COVELLI periodically inasmuch as he has had COVELLI's 
vending machines in his place of business since the inception 
of its operation approximately two years ago, and he stated 
that he was completely surprised with what occurred concerning 
the allegations that WILLIAM COVELLI had been abducted on 
6/6/63, — interviewed at his place of business and 
he indicated that he believed he had no information at this or 
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MI 162-49 


any ne which would be of interest to any law enforcement agency, 
stated that he has 


has by 
reason of previous sources been indicated as a big-time gambler and | °° 
‘associate of various hoodlums in the Kenosha area by reason of B 
own admissions, having close contact 
whose background is being set forth in other portions of 
nstant communication, 
b6 
b7 
HsL— eee ЛАМ "WEISER" COVELLI, |, 
| is Maxie's Grill at the above address, which is a ТС 
| combination restaurant and residence, a y | 
Bureau Agents to arrange for interview and 


FRED "JEFF" COVELLI, she stated she did not wish to 


be interviewed or otherwise annoyed and had exhibited a beligerent 
— On ar SAs | | 


contacted at her place of business. 
‘She quietly agreed to interviewed and was subsequently inter- 
viewed, Interview with however, developed no 


specific information to identify the abductors Шын а 
COVELLI, 2004 


FRED "JEFF" COVELLI 
74544 Sheridan Road. 


Кеповһа, Wisconsin 


FRED "JEFF" COVELLI is a hoodlum and а one-time suspect in the 
murder of ANTHONY BIERNAT, which occurred January 7, 1963, in 
Kenosha County, Wisc. JEFF COVELLI in recent years has been 
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reportedly shot up sometime in Illinois, being а shotgun blast by 
suspected Chicago hoodlums, 


FRED "JEFF" COVELLI, who has been unavailable to Bureau Agents 
on different occasions for purpose of interview, was located at 


his residence, 7544 Sher a, Wisc., on 6/14/63, 
by SAs HOWARD RJ VAUGHAN at which time 
he was awakened from a sound sleep, FRED COVELLI is currently 


employed at a local manufacturing plant and works the night hours. 
FRED COVELLI during the course of interview claimed no knowledge 
of circumstances regarding the abduction of his brother, WILLIAM 
COVELLI or the identities of the individuals involved who would 
want to "pull" such a job, COVELLI stated that he did not hear 
of the abduction until the following morning, Ju 
| о ork and was called by 
WILLIAM, at which time he heard 
| concerning the abduction, козу 


JOHN C, RIZZO 
1906 Emmertson Road 


Racine County, Wisc. 
A number of efforts have been made by SAs 


to contact and interview JOHN C.. RIZZO, 
hoodlum and gambling partner of WILLIAM "WEISER" COVELLI, in the 


past week but with negative results, Following the efforts made 
by Bureau ML cde ый 
Milwaukee, Wisc,, attorney, called the Milwaukee office on 

| 6/14/63 and stated that he would make JOHN RIZZO available for 
interview by Bureau Agents sometime during the week of 6/17/63. 
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NICK GENTILE 
3937 North. 76th Street 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


The following investigation was conducted by SAs JOHN-A,. HOLTZMAN 
and JOSEPH W. KRIOFSKE: 5 төз 


Оп 6/14/63 it was determined from Wauwatosa PD that GENTILE'S. 
last known address was 6831 West Bluemou 
answer was received but contact was made 












е new tenants have been working around the apartmen 
but have not moved in yet. She expected. them to move in 
y 1, 1963. She said their present address was unknown. 


зцойра, Aunt Fanny's Pancake House, |] b6 


——— said that he was not present nor was he Jo7c 
С here the 


‘telephone number}; | She said that they would 
not be permitted to move into the Bluemound address because of thé fac 






t their perman ould be the| 
She said that was in down 
own waukee looking for a job either selling soap or in the 


produce market on North Broadway Street and that she would have 
him contact the office when he got in touch with. her. She was 
apparently very co no inquiry as ve the nature 
of agents business 


Within an hour| ICT did contact the office and. arrangements 
were made to interview- on 6/15/63. bé 
DIG 


On 6/15/63 GENTILE was contacted at Aunt Fanny!s Pancake House 
which he claimed.is being operated E brother 
JOSEPH since he, NICK, was unable to get a license, апа he fur- 
nished. the following. information: 


It is noted that he was quite nervous at thè outset of the inter- 


view but gave every appearance of being cooperative throughout the 
interview. 
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He has not been employed other than endeavoring to get Aunt 
Fanny!s in operation since about the first ofthe year, 1963. 
Being unable to get alicense to operate because the Milwaukee 
Police scared the new chief in Wauwatosa (where- Aunt Fanny's 
Pancake House is located) the. license was, obtained by his 
brother,, JOS а the place is 
being run Юу JOSEPH. 


GENTILE said that he had not been out of the city of Milwaukee 
except one time since January, 1963 and the one incident was a 
trip to Waukegan and Chicago to attend a confirmation party 
for the child of the man who financed and helped him get Aunt 
Fanny's Pancake House redecorated. Не said he has only been 
to Kenosha about twice 1n his whole life and not at all in the 
past several years. Не claimed not to be acquainted with 
WILLIAM COVELLI and to have never heard of ANTHONY J. BIERNAT 
until his death. Не said that he has not been going to downtown 
Milwaukee in the past several years, he used. to hang out at 
the Belmont Hotel occasionally, and has not heard any talk 

ог conversation about the death of ANTHONY BIERNAT or the 
alleged abduction of WILLIAM COVELLI except the following: 


Last week two unknown individuals were in the Pancake House 
and commenting on the newspaper article which said that 
COVELLI reported he had been kidnapped by FBI Agents. 


GENTILE said that he hangs out occasionally at MANIACI!s Restau- 
rant on North Avenue, Milwaukee, but he has no association other 
than social with the MANIACIs whom he knows well or with other 
individuals who hang out.there. Не said that he used to be in 
business with VINCE MANIACI and was selling siding for Wisconsin 
Builders and Suppliers with AUGIE MANIACI. According to GENTILE 
AUGIE MANIACI is working days at the restaurant working behind 
the рар and his brother VINCE is working nights in the same 
capacity. He said there is no conversation coming to his atten- 
tion at MANIACI's relative to the BIERNAT or the COVELLI matters. | 
5222 he has not been at MANIACI's since COVELLI!s.alleged 
abduction, = 3 zs 
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He stated that ne| | | [were at the Pancake House every 
night during the week of June 3 until 10:30 or 11:00 p.m. and us 


specifically they were there on Thursday night, June 6 
noe confirmed. this information on June 14). 


GENTILE was questioned regarding his associates and knowledge of 
individuals of interest to this office and in an apparently 
cooperative manner furnished information not significant to this 
matter but of a general intelligence nature which is being made 
a separate communication for the Milwaukee Office. 


The following investigation was conducted by SAs JOSEPH W. 
KRIOFSKE and JOHN A, HOLTZMAN on June 14, 1963: . 3 


was located at his residence at the above address 
without any difficulty and upon agents identifying themselves he 
immediately admitted them to his premises and 1п an apparently 
cooperative attitude furnished the following information: 


о 
"7j 
i 


G 


He is presently employed and has been so employed. for the past 
two months at Antonio's Restaurant located at the intersection 
of Green Bay Avenue and Port Washington Road, Milwaukee (this 

is operated by TONY MACHI). He works from 4 to 6 p.m. and from 
10 p.m. to 2 a.m. and was.so employed every night aoe the 
week of June 3 and specifically on Thursday night June 6, 1963. 
He said that he has not any personal knowledge апа has not 
overheard any conversations relative to the ANTHONY J. BIERNAT 
murder ог the alleged kidnapping of WILLIAM COVELLI.. He.claimed 
he was not acquainted with COVELLI ог. JOHNNY RIZZO, Racine, 

but did admit acquaintances with.all Milwaukee .hoodlums who 

were mentioned to him, He claimed not to have any knowledge 

of the illegal activities of these individuals and said that he 
does not associate with them although he knows them by virtue of 
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having grown up in the neighborhood with them. Не said that 

he has not been to Kenosha and does not know anyone there and 
that he has absolutely no information. relative to the activities 
of Kenosha individuals or Milwaukee Italians who go to KONDENA 
He disclaimed acquaintanceship with FRANK STELLOH, | 


He said that none of the alleged Italian hoodlums соте to 

Antonio's but rather that place is frequented by a crowd of 

young people who come to enjoy the twist band that is working 
re, 


[ onn oid that he has never met| —— — |ьи has bé 
seen.him and knows who he is. He said that he knows DOMINIC ДЪ7С 


FRINZI from his childhood and earlier associations and that he 
is.a very good friend of FRANK BALISTRIERI and his brother, 
PETE BALISTRIERI. Не said he. goes.to Gallagher's оп. more or 
less frequent occasions to visit with these men and "pay his 
respects." He denied, however, any information significant 
to their activities other than the operation of Gallagher's 
Restaurant and the Downtowner Bar. 


к тн a white 1962 Buick bearing Wisconsin license °°. 


‘Contact with MACHI on the same date was had and he confirmed). 
the fact tha was working his regular scheduled 


hours on the night of June 6-7, 1963. 


LOUIS FAZIO 
2805 North Humboldt, Apt. 2 


Unlisted phone FR 4-6232 
The following investigation was conducted by SAs MUERE UMS 


KRIOFSKE and JOHN A. HOLTZMAN on 6/14/63: 


FAZIO was located at the night club operated by henand his 
brothers at 63% North 5th Street and іп an apparently cooperative 
manner furnished the following information: 


64 


Approved ы ым ual SONY ee “Рет 


Special Agent in Charge 














FD-.36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 


e 





Ф 


FBI 


i і Date: 


Transmit the following in mesi 





(Type in plain text or code) 


Via TE 
(Priority or Method of Moiling) | 


жан бале chum шл тіні Guam жоны ‚йы: “ылы мыз ЖЫНЫ (ЕЙ бай! NUM GEN) РЬ ЖАҒЫ ЧН М ИАР. ee nba us ы а ааа “ж 


He works dally at the restaurant until closing time at 2 a.m. 


He ag so occupied on the night of June 6-7, 1963, This fact us 
was confirmed by who was also at the 
restaurant on the occasion о e interview. LOUIS FAZIO 


admitted acquaintanceship with all of the principals in the 
investigation of ANTHONY J. BIERNAT's murder, namely, FRANK and 
PETER BALISTRIERI, operators of Gallagber!s Steak House, STEVE 
DE, SALVO, JOE. GURERA, BUSTER BALESTRERE, FRANK STELLOH, JOHN 
RIZZO of Racine and WILLIAM COVELLI of Kenosha. Не said, . 
however, that none of these individuals. have conversed with hin 
or in his presence relative to the murder of ANTHONY 2. BIERNAT 
or the alleged abduction of WILLIAM COVELLI. T : | 


He said that the talk among the Italian hoodlums was that 
COVELLI was, in fact, abducted by FBI Agents. Не claimed not 

to be.able to pinpoint the source of his information any further 
and said that he personally did not believe it. 






in an apparently kidding manner he suggested that 
of the Kenosha County Sheriff's Department might be responsible... 
for this abduction a or the reason for his state- pyc 
sment he said "I know Thereafter, he stated that 
Пе did not seriously think that ог the Kenosha 
County Sheriff's Department was responsible for COVELLI's 
abduction. He said that he did not think that BIERNAT's! friends 
or associates were responsible for the incident either as 
“inasmuch as COVELLI came back," Не said that&Italian hoodlums 
who were responsible for the killing of ANTHONY BIERNAT had also 
D ho ышы: of COVELLI to test him "he passed, the test 
n e? vx Р 


FAZIO concluded by stating that he did поб have any information 


ог any concrete ideas as to the reason either for the killing of | . 
BIERNAT or the alleged abduction of COVELLI. FAZIO said that he |"? 


1959 orchad and white Buick registered in the n ne 
under Wisconsin license the name 
eing 
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At the conclusion of the interview with LOUIS РАО 4 
followed agents outside and stated that on Monday, |/, , 

June 10, FRANK BALISTRIERI, STEVE DE SALVO,.and FRANK STELLOH / | 
had а private conversation over lunch in Fazio's Кё rant. ғу 

Не did not have any information as to the subject matter of the 
conversation or opinions as to the significance of this matter. 


FRANCIS CONRAD STELLOH 
1315 North 59th Street 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


The following investigation was conducted by SAs CARLYLE N, 
and CHARLES Р. AHERN on 6/11/63 and early hour of 6/12/63, in 
an effort to locate FRANCIS CONRAD S MADRE a suspect in the 
BIERNAT abduction and slaying: 


Javell!s Town and Country Tavern, Я 
Highway 75, and County Trunk ЕР, Waukesha County, Wisconsin, os 
furnished the following information: 


The last heard from STELLOH about June 6 or L 1963 at approxi- | 


mately 1:00 hen he telephone and said he had b7c 
heard t e recordings and photographs of 
STELLOH together. — |: tated this was 


not true and he was worrked about what might be behind such 
erroneous information, in view of the fact that STELLOH is an 
ex-convict and of unsavory reputation. 


ПИ СА the tom |. 
and Country Tavern. He hopes to consumate purchase of 7 
Ao Tun 


interes ' ле Dusiness 1r ne nes 5 MOVEO 


c———————————Á ————— Те 





no OW ШОН is employed on a construction job at 
the VA Hospital, Wood, Wisconsin and last knew of him living 
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with a relative È 


STELLOH still drives a late model, white Ford Thunderbird 
(license number Y73573, Wisconsin, 1963). (| ]said he 
would notify the FBI 1f he learned of STELLOH!s whereabouts T 
in event he was found to be unavailable. He. said he do soo 
want anything to do with STELLOH and is disappointed in | 
associating with STELLOH. 


acknowledged bE 
that STELLOH resides there, was not home and his present where- 57 
abouts. was unknown. || ]was abrupt and would not discuss 

STELLOH further. 


Negative efforts were made to locate nd/or 
А STELLOH where 


Approved: 


STELLOH's Ford Thunderbird was not located at any of the above- 
described places where efforts were made to locate hin, A 5€ 


telephone call to telephone information, determined that b7C 
and the number was not available, 


The following investigation was conducted by SAs JOSEPH W. 
KRIOPSKE and JOHN A, HOLTZMAN on June 14 and 15, 1963:. 


On June 14, 1963 по answer was received at 1315 North_59th bé 
ле doorbe r ө OH!s apartment b7C 
No cars were 
n evidence a nis piace. Likewise STELLOH's саг was not 
observed at 1012 South First Street ас the Checker Cleaners 
eor uen by STEVE DE SALVO where ена арны spends some 
me, : 


Contact was bad with TONY SCALISE, Timekeeper for Merritt-Chapman 
and Scott, prime contractors for the construction of the new 


67 


Sent. 








Special Agent in Charge 








FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 


Transmit the following in 


Via 


r 
; t 
à. 





* 
| { 
Ы + 
1 





FBI 


Date: 





( Туре in plain text or code) 


| (Priority or Method of Mailing) | 


л. аа а маа ае ж 1 


facilities at the Veterans! Administration Hospital, Woods, 
Wisconsin. SCALISE said that STELLOH had not worked since 
May 6 leaving without notice. | 


D 
~] 
iw, 


could furnish no information relative to STELLOH's 
whereabouts but did state that STELLOH was in Razio's Restaurant. 
on Fifth Street on Monday, June 10 in company with FRANK 
BALISTRIERI and STEVE DE SALVO. Informant said that STELLOH 
is not employed at the present time because of back trouble 
which is an old physical ailment of his and he is believed to 
be under doctor's care, identity of the doctor unknown. 


On 6/15/63 an attempt was made to locate STELLOH at his residence | 
early in the morning and it was noted that his car was not іп |^? 


evidence. The door was answered who stated that |° 
STELLOH was at th ess on June 14 during the afternoon doing 
some.painting but did not know where he spend the night 


as.he did not come.home and did not leave any information where 


STELLOH might be at the time of the interview. Не said that 


STELLOH was not working at the present time as he was under the 
care of a physieian, identity unknown. He promised to advise 
STELLOH to contact the office inasmuch as an interview with him 
is desired as soon as he heard from or located STELLOH. — 
в саи hesitant to furnish information but. по belligerent 
at any time. 


[Cd was observed. that 5ТЕН! сар b6 
was not in evidence and contact was had ho b7C 


resides at this address. She was. 
immediately belligerent and refused admission to agents and at 
first disclaimed knowledge of the identity of FRANK, when this 
name was mentioned to her and thereafter admitted knowing FRANK 
STELLOH but expressed indignation at the fact that the agents 
would inquire about her as to his whereabouts. She admitted 


that she had seen him on June 14 and when asked if he had been 


to her apartment answered Фу a knowing grin but no other 
acknowledgment, 
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| She disclaimed any information.as to his activities, employment | 
or where.he might be located other than home but she did say 

in the course of questioning "maybe he went fishing with some 
friends." She immediately refused to elaborate on this state- 
ment and shortly thereafter again expressed indignation that 

she was being interviewed and terminated the interview by 

closing the door, She was advised, however, prior to this that 
she should notify STELLOH that we desired to talk to him. 

She apparently acknowledged yes by nodding her head but making 

no statement, 
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Recontacts of Complainant WILLIAM 
COVELLI and Interview of Mrs. WILLIAM COVELLI 


On June 12, 1963 Sas | ТЕГІ ТЕСТ ЗБЕН ALEXANDER P, LE GRAND 
interviewed WILLIAM ELLI, 7627 ~ 30th Avenue, Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, who advised that he forgot to report an incident 
which occurred on the evening of June 5, 1963, the day before 
he was allegedly abducted, While returning home on this date 
he observed a car with a narrow grill behind him at 60th 
Street and 22nd Avenue and subsequently observed a car with 
the same type of grill behind him on Roosevelt Road, Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, Upon arriving home about 9:20 or 9:30 p.m, on 
June 5, 1963 he picked up his wife and went for a ride to the 
Sharrfon Subdivision of Kenosha, Wisconsin, when both he and 
his wife thought they observed an automobile following. They 
made a U-turn on Sheridan Road: and saw an automobile which 
they described:as a blue Plymouth with Illinois license plates 
containing two men go down the street, This car proceeded ap- 
proximately five blocks and then made a turn off Sheridan and 
they discounted anything connected with the сас because it 
bore Illinois plates, 


Mrs, WILLIAM COVELLI, 7827 - 36th, nosha, Wisconsin, 
on June. 12, 1963 verified to SAs LE GRAND the 
statement made above by her husband, í 


On June 14, 1963 WILLIAM COVELLI advised SAs LE GRAND and 

RICHARD C, THOMPSON that he had no further information re- 
garding his alleged abduction, Asked whether he would give 
а yes or no answer as to whether he would take а polygraph 
examination on the facts of the abduction, he said that he 
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would not without the consent of his attorney, COVELLI also 
declined to answer any questions relative to the BIERNAT 
murder, although 1t was pointed out to him that his abduction 
was apparently related thereto, 


COVELLI was noticeably nervous during the interview. He said, 
however, that he was not particularly apprehensive during the 
7 daytime but that the nights were bad. 


COVELLI stated that one of the reasons why he did not wish to 
discuss the BIERNAT ease was the fact that shortly after the 
body of BIERNAT was found he was interviewed by & member of 
the Kenosha County Sheriff's Office and thereafter his name 
was mentioned in the newspapers in connection with it. ‘He was 
told that was a good reason for dealing face to face with the 
persons he talked with, that if he had nothing to hide, there 
was no reason why he could not discuss the matter with the 
Agents who would keep the matter confidential, Оп the other 
hand, his refusal to discuss the matter left an implication 
that he had something to hide,  COVELLI stated that he did . 
not want to discuss any matter without the presence of hig 
attorney, 
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To Use Local Authorities, 
The Press and Public Officials To 


Obtain Information and Publicity 


On June 7, 1963|____ — — М УУ |: 
COVELLI, informed SAC PAUL.H, STODDARD and 5Ав RICHARD C, b7C - 
THOMPSON and ALEXANDER P, LE GRAND.that about a month.pre- 
viously ee observed a car which was apparently | 
used in а surveillance o LLI at Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, Не said that took the license number . 
of this car which was 0-9131, Не said he believed that this 
vehicle might be connected with the persons who abducted 
COVELLI and he, therefore, desired to know to whom the 11- 
cense was registered and particularly to know whether that 
license belonged to the FBI, was informed 
that the COVELLI abduction.would be investigated by the ЕВІ 
but that the results of investigation would not be divulged 


pr Attorney | е 


to him, 

On June 7, 1963, at the time he advised SAG PAUL H, STODDARD Бе 
that his client WILLIAM COVELLI had been abducted оп the.pre- b7C 
vious night, to SAC STODDARD 

that he wanted to pick up and have.him pre- 


sent during the investigation of.the COVELLI complaint, 

is а detective of the Milwaukee Police Department 
detached from his department and assigned to the J 
investigation being conducted in Milwaukee County. 
was informed by SAC STODDARD that the FBI would conduct its 


own investigations and wo COVELLI and that any 
business that[  . č ]naà would have to be con- | 
ducted separatel Thereafter the investigation went forward 
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On June 20, 96 сир 
Sentinel, advised J-———— the де had learne 


that attorne m€— nad filed a complair Е | b6 
| John Doe DIC 
nvestigator. | |/said that| | | [wrote up a complaint Бтр, 


апа gave 16 to Circuit Judge JOHN - COFFEY, who is in charge 
of the John Doe proceedings, |said that COFFEY would 
have nothing.to do with the complaint. 


On June 11, 1963 SA ALEXANDER D, MANSON, Madison RA, received 
a call from the Motor Vehicle Department, advising that in- b6 

quisy had been made by the Detective Bureau of the Milwaukee b7C 

Police Department concerning 1963 Wisconsin License Q-9131, 

which license is assigned to Milwaukee but registered under 

the fictitious name of JAMES HART of Fern, Wisconsin. Later 
963 it was determined through Deputy Inspector 
Milwaukee Police Department, that 

had sent a teletype to the Motor Vehicle pene ene requesting 

‘the above registration, 


On June ӨЗГ  ]informed that]  — | т 
| с 522-5222 a 7 s 
said he US 





learned fron 1 1 Да news item printed 
inferring that the сас in whic WELLL was abducted bore a 
license number which d in his possession (apparently 
Q-9131). | |said that attorney | also planned to 
give a polygraph test secretly to C І, the results to be 
furnished to the newspaper for publicity purposes, 
said а hoped to have news media make demands that 
Special Agents of the FBI be given lie detector tests, 

said that| 1 ]had mentioned the names of three 
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ЕБІ Agents — геи which Agents had been engaged b7c 
in the investigation of hoodlum matters and have interviewed | 
hoodlums in the course of the BIERNAT investigation. 

[| — further stated that| ^ — ^ the Sentinel hac 


on ded that] OS 

| 
[had decided. Aish m | 

reason | Jha ot to nub - b7D 
thing further on the abduction, | ^ à [also ваза 
that he considered "————— id he stated 
he was not in a position to control . | | | |said that 
he would be notified by the Sentinel of.any articles prepared 
by any reporter on the COVELLI abduction and.he would keep the 
Milwaukee Office advised, 


On June 11, 1963 Circuit Judge JOHN L, COFFEY was contacted by b6 
SAs ALEXANDER P. LE GRAND and CHARLES F, AHERN in response to b7C 


his request made to ASAC.J, WALLACE LA PRADE, Judge COFFEY 
said that[ __ Ваа been in touch with two John Doe 
investigators who had received some information une 
of value, Judge COFFEY identified the investics 
"espeo- ‘ 
vely, detacned from the Milwaukee Police Department for work 
with the John Doe investigation, Judge COFFEY made available 
a memorandum dated June 7, 1963 which stated that at А: т. 
on that date[ | . |сгесеіуей a call from attorney 
who said that a client of his had been abducted and beaten 
in Kenosha by abductors who were supposed to be FBI Agents, 
th meeting SAC PAUL.H, STODDARD 
of the ЕБІ immediately. agreed to meet[ lat . 
О a.m, at a restaurant at 19th and State Streets, Tater 
who appeared at the restaurant as scheduled, was 
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informed by telephond . .  ]|that the F t want 
[ —— —lalong on the investigation and that oing 
to Kenosha with the FBI, pe said he wante to 


know his whereabouts in case anything happened to him, . 


‘A further memorandum addressed to Judge COFFEY Lug EE 
l, 1 summarized 3 contact with 
1. 


on June 10, e 
was also present along.wit 

There was a discussion of COVELLI's 
abduction, expressed the opinion that the hoodlum 
element did not abduct COVELLI since he was not roughed up 
and no money was taken and the sole purpose of the abductors 


seemed to be to sc COVELLI into discussing the BIERNAT case, 
[| questioned ing the length of his ac- 
quaintance with COVELLI, said he had known COVELLI for 


ths but he didn't disclose how they met, told 

that COVELLI came to his office about six weeks ago to 
discuss a tax case, at which time he complained that he was 
tailed from Kenosha to Milwaukee and that the raged dolor trn = 
him were then in the lobby of the building, At that point 

left the office and went downstairs to pick up some 











books ` COVELLI's car, She observed the men іп the building 

Lobby. also told that С e license 

number of the surveillance car as Q-9131 "EX TUS 
e 


that it was issued to JAMES HART of Fern, Wisconsin. 

above memorandum also stated asked reporter 
Г__ . — ]to give a "fair ee 

came up for trial.|  ]said that was his as — 


and in his opinion she was getting too.much notoriety. 
got the idea that took an undue interest in this girl.. 


The memorandum also contained a statement that[ ^ ]was not 
quite satisfied with the way the FBI was handling the COVELLI 
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On June 12, 1963 SAs CARLYLE М, REED and CHARLES P, AHERN were 
conducting investigation in Kenosha.when, at about 9:45 Dimes 
they passed by the home of WILLIAM COVELLI, It was observed 
that there were no lights on in.the house and there was no 
evidence of а car being there so no attempt was made to con- 
tact anyone at that time, However, a Kenosha Police Department 
patrol сас followed the Bureau dar driven by the above Agents 
and stopped the Bureau car about two blocks from the COVELLI 
residence, Night Patrolman sked for the Agent's identi- 
fication and credentials and badges were displayed. Thereafter 
Patrolma asked the Agents to accompany him to the Kenosha 
Police Department because it was necessary to establish beyond 
any doubt that the Agents were, in fact, the persons named in 
the credential cards, He said this was because of the COVELLI 
uicina A BERE | that COVELLI was getting police pro- 
tection as а result of his abduction, After arrival at the 
. Police Department, and Detective 
stated tha ey wanted to know the iden- 
tification of ЕБІ cars in the area because of their duties in 
giving COVELLI police protection. They complained that in 
checking with the Motor Vehicle,Department they had run into 
a problem with the identity of Wisconsin License Q-9131,. They 
said that they would like to kn@w if that car belonged to the 
FBI, They were advised that inquiry was being made in the 
matter, 


On June 13, 1963 Acting Chief of Police J, LEO BUCHMAN, Kenosha 
Police Department, advised SA WILLIAM J, HIGGINS that the re- 
quest made of Agents REED and AHERN on the previous night was 
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unauthorized and he further stated that he understood the position 
of the FBI in matters such as this. He extended his apologies for 
the manner in which his officers had acted. | 


| On June 12, 1963, Milwaukee Sentinel reporter|__] contacted 

' ASAC Je WALLACE LA PRADE and asked for information concerning 

Wisconsin License Q-9131, was informed that the official 
position of the FBI was not to disclose facts concerning an 


| tigation which was under way.[  |then stated that С 
is certain that the car bearing the above 
license is significant in the COVELLI abduction. БЕНЕН said 





. that the Kenosha Police Department w ng to identify the 
registrant, 1% should be noted that contacted ASAC 
LA PRADE at 6:30 PM or about three hours prior to the time- 
the Kenosha Police Department accosted SAs REED and. AHERN, set | 


forth above, 


Ag the Bureau is aware,| |) 
D7E 


| There has been no newspaper mention oi 5 


license number to date. 
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‘KENOSHA POLICE DEPT, AND CRIMINAL CONDITIONS , KENOSHA 


‘For a number of years, informants of the Milwaukee Office, located 


both in Milwaukee and Kenosha, have advised that the BALISTRIERI 


outfit operated a sizable crap game in Kenosha, which was run by 


JOHN C, RIZZO of Racine and WILLIAM COVELLI of Kenosha on their 


ee information, in а advised 
that of the Kenosha PD for 
Chief STANLEY HAUKEDAHL in collecting pay offs from S operation 


апа other gambling operations in Kenosha, 


On 1/23/63, "The Milwaukee Journal" quoted Governor JOHN REYNOLDS 
of Wisconsin.as declaring "that crime was festering in three areas 
of the State...and was routed in the cities of Milwaukee and 
Kenosha," “roo TEd 


| With the advent of the Bureau's investigation into the abduction 


and murder of ANTHONY J. BIERNAT in January, 1963, the following 
information was received apropos of this condition: 


BAL ERI in waukee, sa at he is certain there is some- 


| thing wrong with the Kenosha PD based on the fact that gambling 


and prostitution are so flagrant and wide open. He mentioned 


| specifically the above crap game of RIZZO and COVELLI and also 


t 


specifically Dante's Bar and several houses of prostitution, He 
also pointed out that he had just heard that Chief HAUKEDAHL was 
а member and the president of a key club where gambling was 


carried оп, (This is possibly FRANK TENUTOts Town House.) 


"Information was received from[| Jon 11/23/62 


as to the identity of 15 joints in Kenosha where betting cards 
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relative to sporting events were available. БЕНЕН |, said 
that it is а well known fact that Kenosha Police have orders "hands 
off'" in respe о Dante's because of the long existing ‘riendship 
between е E ha PD, 

aid that many Illinois gamblers known ETT 
frequent| |сауд4 and crap games, | 


Оп 5/15/63,| | | | ]lupon interview, said that he had grown 
up with a number of the “West Side gang" in Kenosha and was good 
friends with many individuals of that group who were considered 
gamblers and hoodlums but that he saw no reason to break off his 
associations, and, in fact, thought they were beneficial to the 
PD; 


He said that he had been introduced to JOSEPH GURERA and STEVE 
DE SALVO at Greco's Restaurant in November, 1962, and he had heard 
that GURERA and DE SALVO sometime in the same month had contacted 
ANTHONY BIERNAT, Не said he did not believe that COVELLI was 
| with them at that time but that he believed COVELLI saw BIERNAT 
а few hours earlier, Не related that he had confronted COVELLI 
about the BIERNAT murder,  COVELLI “swore on his father’s grave 
that he knew nothing about it" and that he was afraid to talk to 
the FBI "because of the hoodlum element," On this occasion, 
said the only person in the Kenosha area he knew was 

controlled by the hoodlums was R1ZZO and that although RIZZO and 
COVELLI had formerly run a crap game they were no longer partners, 


On 5/2/63,| — 11 ]acknowledged that he had operated а crap 
game in Kenosha in the past but discontinued because he was not 
making а profit, 


As of April 19, 1963,| xr maze Ва1@ that RIZZO and COVELLI, 
whom he knew as long-time gamblers and alleged members of the 
BALISTRIERI outfit, were organizing Kenosha bookies with a view 
to reopening operations in Kenosha and that he personally had been 


approached on that line, 
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From informants both in Milwaukee and Kenosha, it was known that 
gambling, except for small bookmaking, was closed down in Kenosha 
following the law enforcement heat brought about by the BIERNAT 
abduction and murder and the killing of Chief HAUKEDAHL's secretary bé 
DOROTHY BITAUTIS, | fc 


HAUKEDAHL resigned effective June 15, 
1963, after approximately 60 days of his accumulated leave was used. 


|The shutdown of gambling in Kenosha seemed to date specifically from 


|1963. 


the meeting Chief HAUKEDAHL had with alleged gamblers on February 13, 


On 4/6/63, Kenosha informant said that the uncertainty of tho 
gamblers and the law enforcement pressure was heightened by 
HAUKEDAHL's stepping down and his replacement by Acting Chief 


|LEO BUCHMANN whom they fear as absolutely unapproachable, 
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Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


On 6/11/63, Milwaukee County Judge COFFEY, 401 Milwaukee County 
Building, Milwaukee, called the Milwaukee Division to advise 


that two detectives who ar oe Grand 
Jury had been contacted bf an that they 
had some information which wou e of value to the FBI. 
A ts of this office contacted Detectives 
investigators for the John Doe Grand 
Jury in Milwaukee. tated to Bureau Agents that 
believed tha e FBI or some other police agency 
was responsible for the kidnaping of COVELLI he could make a 
sizable recovery in a civil suit for damages, and stated that 
he would "make Lake County into a swimming pool and retire 
for the rest of his life." 


In regard tol  ]bpetectives| — 1 |advised 56 


клен 


n the same da 






p7 


C2 






that the tly s 
arrested . 
Milwaukee Police Department who had in her possession 


a notebook containing the telephone numbers of numerous 
individuals, and also the names of four men who may be connected 

|with Local 200 of the Teamsters Union with the notation, 
"Веғеггеа 1 1] The notebook itself was not seen by the 
contacting Agents. 


| f уш агы да а bS 
to give b7C 
a fair shake when she comes up for cial е 
n Detective 


acknowledged that| ||чав his client and in 
opinion she was receiving too much notoriety. 
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inio seems to have an undue interest 
in 


0n:6/12/63,[D | | Milwaukee Police Department 
Vice Squad, advised that on 3/27 d received an 
anonymous telephone call that as 

ing for prostitution Milwaukee. 














sponse to the complaint. 
advised that Detective was let into this apartment 
by а white female who answered to the name After some 
conversation| |was taken into a bedroom where she began 

to undress and when completely nude she asked the officer for 
$20 for the purpose of sexual intercourse and sexual perversion. 
Тһе officers placed under arrest for prostitution 
and during а search incidental to arrest took an address book 
belonging to the prostitute. furnished Bureau 
Agents the address book taken from the prostitute, which address 
book is the property of the Milwaukee Police Department under 
Property Inventory 7127517. 






Upon inspection of the address book it was determined the book 


reflects there are 31 names recorded, six of which. 
inscribed below, "Referred| | ог "детегтеаја | 
e of the persons referre have been en e 
and are ho is a Wisconsin attorney who has 
his office who is 


ФИ 
ком. 





Teamsters Union; and 
at Alioto's Restaurant, Route 100, Milwaukee. Мапу of the other 
31 names listed have been identified as tricks, madams and pimps 
in the Milwaukee area. 


advised that he did not personally inspect this © 
notebook when it was uum and therefore was not >С 


cognizant of the fact that name was in the notebook. 
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18872884 that if an tion were obtained by the FBI 

which would indicate that was а panderer, he would b6 
appreciate being notified of this fact and would at once bic 
institute_a most vigorous investigation to obtain state process 
against 


On 6/12/63, Detective[ p теді Milwaukee Police Department | 
Special Investigative Squad, made available the files of his ue 


squad to Bureau Agents. They refle e following information 


On April 6 6 Squad observed рб . 
sitting in STEVE b7C 
DE SALVO's 1961 white Pontiac fordor hardtop, 1963 Wisconsin 
License A75-995, which was parked across the street from 
Gallagher's Restaurar 829 North 3rd Street. In the same 







automobile were STEVE DE SALVO, BUSTER 
ВА RERE FRANK BALISTRIERI. They drove 
to entered that 


building, which is owned by od They stayed 
in the building fifteen minutes and returned to Gallagher's 


where got out and entered a white top;and yellow 
bottom 1954 Chrysler fordor sedan, 1962 Wisconsin plates 
Q95-67 (This automobile is ast 
Glendale Avenue, Milwaukee, 

returned to 1833 Nor rospect Avenue and got out 
of the automobile, at which time officers o e Special 
Investigative ee mpl фан: him. stated that 


he was an attorne tomobile he was driving belonged 
iso owned the apartment house. 







Mil- 


А Special Investigative Squad informant advised on April 6, ES 
1962, с келеке pu 
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be | 
| tthe Teamsters Union Local 200, b7C 


On Tuesday, July 10, 1962, at 10:45 PM а routine check at 
Gallagher's Nightclub, 829 North 3rd S S made 

by the Special Investigative Squad and as ata 

table with JOSEPH FRANK GURERA and JOSEPH BALISTRIERI (son pe 
of FRANK). [____|їеїї at 11: into a 1962 white Bn 
Chevrolet with Illinois License and then was stopped 
and interrogated by the S vestigative Squad on North 

3rd Street in Milwaukee, ated to the Special 
Investigative Squad that was the person who 
originated the first police training program in Milwaukee. 

He said that he was an attorney and accountant in Milwaukee 

and also has an office in Chicago, Illinois. Не said that 

he rents automobiles from the Executive Auto Lease in Chicago 
and that. is driving an automobile with Illinois 
license. tated that he dislikes being bothered 

with insurance and repairs on an automobile so he leases 

from this company. During the interview appeared 

to be exceptionally nervous. After the interview the 

Special Investigative Squad made the following notes in 

the file: "Our interview closed and w rned 


to the fr of Gallagher's we noticed car parked 
in front. asted no time in returning to Gallagher's. 
What connection has with GURERA and BALISTRIERI is 


wt known at the present time. Ие also don't know why he 
appeared to be so nervous, both on the street and in 
Gallagher's and why he returned to Gdlagher's so fast." 


On September 18, 1962, members of the Special Investigative ТЕ 
uad again stopped and interrogated | at РНЕК а 
was driving a 1961 Chevrolet, Illinois plates 
stated that the car was leased from the Executive 
Auto Rental Company, 6501 North Western, Chicago. 
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m dum m i 


The files of the Special Investigative Squad reflect the following 


m— — from the "Milwaukee Journal" pertaining to 


The "Milwaukee Journal" for September 28, 1962, states 
that a s was issued January 21, 1962, to 


Attorney and was released and 1а ted. 


Police pp en HOWARD O. JOHNSON said he ordered 
to i ate to determine whether the particular 

Zone where as stopped was properly marked. 
Chief said release the ticket 
6th Police District, 
for driving 59 MPH on South 27th Street. 
previously written a letter of protest to 
Police Commission pertaining to the promotion 
of the Milwaukee Police Departmen 













pecia 
Investigative Squad. [ ^  ]|stated that the Special Squad 


was “picking on" FRANK BALISTRIERI 


An editorial in the"Milwaukee Journal'stated that| | 
——— 

cket issued July 21, 1962, to attorney pr 
because the arrest took place in a location not covered 
by the city speeding ordinances, The Milwaukee Police 
Department sought a state warrant which was denied by 


District Attorney BEN WEINER because "the matter was 
dragged out toolong already." 


Patrol- 


b6 
272 


be 
biG 


D6 
DC 


The "Milwaukee Journal" for 10/2 tates that Judge JOHN Е, 


KRUEGER ordered a hearing on speeding case and 
[ | ]told the Judge that Chief JOHNSON told him, "If 
ever I can do something for you, let me know." [| 
said he left the speeding ticket with the Chief w the 
understanding that he would take care of it, 
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In the "Milwaukee Journal" for 12/4/62, an article appeared 













reflecting agents of 
Service at artment 
Milwaukee, or — 
FRANK PETER BALISTRIERI, The article stated that TE 
arrived at the apartment while the raid was in 
progress, but was excluded from the apartment. 
On 6/12/62, the records of the vici tcr qid ood MEE 
| f Identification were searched by Clerk b6 
| They reflected the following information pertaining ÞIG 
| То | 
Date Charge Disposition 
b6 
[wu 
In addition to other pertinent information the files of the _ 
Milw t Bureau of Identification reflect us 
tha real name was[ es 
FBI riginally she was a resident of 


Minnesota, and she has been arrested by burglary, prostitution, 
and lewd and lascivious cohabitation. 


[|__| Ni waukee Police Department Vice Squad, | 

was recontacted on June 13, 1963, and stated he believed E DIC 
orostitute named| |һаа only recently arrived in Milwaukee ард 
that she originally came from Chicago. 
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John Doe investigator, advised on 6/13/ 
had told him that he had: put -this prostitute, 
n an apartment building on North Prospect Avenue whic u ng 
he controls. 


On 6/13/63, 
advised Bureau Agents a e had been instructed 
һе was not to give any information to the FBI or Milwaukee 
| Police Department or any other law enforcement agency, and to 
| give as little cooperation as possible to these agencies. 
| Agents of the names of the tenants 


Investigation failed to reveal that 
а. ving а at address 
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Оп 6/14/63 this informant advised that he had been in a conver- 
sation with FRANCIS STELLOH and BEN DE SALVO, both local 
hoodlums, on Wednesday, June 12,. 1963. Не stated that among 

the subjects they discussed was the alleged abduction of WILLIAM 
"WEISER" COVELLI by FBI agents. = 


He stated that both of these individuals expressed the opinion 
that they did not believe the FBI was reponsible for this and 
that they further stated that they believed COVELLI probably 
perpetrated this abduction himself in order to take the pressure 
off him. He advised that COVELLI knew that he was under intense 
pressure by the FBI with regard to the abduction and murder of 
ANTHONY BIERNAT and that COVELLI may have received some informa- 
tion to the effect that the FBI was getting close to solving BIER 
NAT's murder and felt he was about to be picked up and questioned 
again about this crime. Не further stated that COVELLI may have 
felt that by perpetrating this abduction himself he could gain. 
public sympathy and thereby take some of the pressure off him. 

He advised that this seems to be the general observations among 
other hoodlums in the Milwaukee area, 


The informant stated that the hoodlum element who have been under 
considerable pressure by the FBI and other law enforcement 
agencies since BIERNAT!s abduction and murder are quite concerned 
right now about this new incident since the FBI is now going 
around again re-interviewing all of the hoodlums and applying 
additional pressure. Не stated that they had hoped that the | 
pressure which had been applied as a result of the BIERNAT murder 
would soon let up and that they could again start to operate in 
their old ways but added that this recent COVELLI incident has 
opened up that "old wound" and they don't like it. Не advised 
that if COVELLI.did perpetrate this abduction the syndicate might]. 
take some action against him for bringing about this additional 
pressure which they had hoped would let up. 
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Informant stated that[ 2.1 [se 
is an egotist and loves publici He further stated that he 7С 
would not be surprised i LL за а hand in setting un this, 
abduction for COVELLI prde zeb-puüubiicity-Lorhimself, 


isympathy for Мары, and to pabacraes the: FBI. 
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On PCI, advised SAs| 1 0 0 0 | 
and hat WILLIAM COVELLI, AL ALBANA, and E 
are ecently happened. in Inc 
‘Kenosha and that ‘Kenosha PD, was Joye 
involved or knew of the particular even he also stated that Bp 


© was talking with QUIE GRECO 
апа елеу неге c —— nd made the remark. 
thz üldn't onl бе] 300 thirty years in Jatt 


also. e also thoug ercinen tHSt"they alked in Ita ттар | 
àmt-that зл a ned 8.— | 
тат wasn't meant to Бе 6 e Балға Бу” шесе meaning 
those no 

ннн "е аралдарына abs Араларына A a ara оналар ZAR QUEE a рну. 
Informant — WILLIAM. COVELLI, i) 
AL ALBANA, an ee detectives . 
from the Kenos were in s Restaurant talking and then 
they all went next door into the Kenosha Vending building and 


apparently had a long discussion as they were in the ‘Kenosha 
Vending office a considerable time. 


Informant stated that she has no personal knowledge as to who 
‘could: have abducted COVELLI and that COVELLI, ALBANA, and the | 
GRECOs have not ventured any opinions to her. 

Informant stated that COVELLI was staying close to the Kenosha 
area and has been pressing informant for names of Bureau Agents 
who have contacted her on the BIERNAT investigation and also 

Гог license numbers and identity of any Bureau cars that she 

has observed. 


.COVELLI!s 18 the ‘Kenosha | >’ 
Telephone Company and that investigating agents would not receive | / | 


any cooperation from him so far as the West Side een Kenosha 
was concerned. 


Informant stated that JOE "PEPPY" MARIGRANO, Kenosha Schlitz 
representative and officer of the American State pene Kenosha, 
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She stated that PEPPY used to push ANTHONY BIERNAT's jukeboxes 
whenever a new tavern was opened in his area, Аз a result of к 
this backing of BIERNAT friction developed with the West Side wu 
gang and COVELLI became quite upset. This friction is not new I, 
between MARIGRANO and COVELLI as 16 is alleged to date back to | 


Wis. was the financial backer of 60 or 70 taverns in Kenosha. / | 


"RED" COVELLI, WILLIAM COVELLI's Father, who was the victim of 


a gangland slaying in Ken ack. Currently the 
West Side gang is pushing and his wholesale 
' beverage company located on reet adjacent to Greco's 


Restaurant and the Kenosha Vending Company warehouse. 


| On 6/12/6 PCI, contacted by SAs| — 1 1 11 Joe 
| advised that she does not know Ss 
| anything about wha ppened to COVELLI and has not bemon the | 
West Side near Greco's Restaurant since late winter. 


She stated that she has no knowledge of what happened other 
than what she has read in the local newspapers. 


Informant stated that she 1з afraid to go near the West Side 25 
and as a result she has had no connection with COVELLI, ALBANA, | 
or anyone else, 


Informant was of the opinion that COVELLI pulled it off himself 
just to take the heat off of himself and others as a result of 
the BIERNAT murder in January. 


____ ^ ^ c hat she has overheard two separate |ьтс . 
conversations between Italians in Kenosha and they stated that |72 
they thought it was part of the Chicago mob that had abducted 

COVELLI and that they were testing COVELLI's ability to hold up 

under pressure, These individuals also stated that if COVELLI 

had talked they would have left him right at the BIERNAT grave 


site. 
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MI 162-49. 
Enclosed herewith are two copies of an editorial from the 6/14/63 
issue of the Kenosha (Wis.) News which points out that it 1 
‘preposterous to think that. any law enforcement agency Would be 
behind COVELLI!s alleged abduction. The editorial closes with 
the following, "Put your faith in law enforcement and due process 
of law, which is where 1% belongs during the long investigation 
which could solve the BIERNAT killing." 

LEADS 
CHICAGO DIVISION 
At Chicago, Illinois: 
1. Will, at the Executive Auto Lease Company, — Northwestern | 
Avenue, determine to whom cars were rented or weleased during И 
the five days prior to COVELLI's abductio also |>. 
determine what rental or lease agreements of (7 
Milwaukee has and has had with this concern, checking for the 
past two years if records are available. 
2. Will interview selected hoodlums concerning the COVELLI 
abduction in view of information that the abduction car bore 
Illinois license plates and in view of information tbat the 
gamblers in northern Illinois are angry at the Kenosha crowd 
because of the official heat generated by the BIERNAT murder 
which has allegedly curtailed the gambling business. 
3. Will interview selected criminal intelligence informants 
for information on the COVELLI abduction including the persons 
involved, the cause, and the consequences. | 
| 4. Will immediately inform Milwaukee if any highly confidential. 
sources furnish information in this matter; will furnish such 
information immediately and on a continuing basis. 
93 
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MILWAUKEE DIVISION 


At Milwaukee, Wisconsin: 


| 1) Consideration has been given to reque permission 

to utilize highly confidential sources on md 

| however, with prosecutive potentials and contemplated Grand. | 
Jury action in view this is being deferred. 


2. Milwaukee will bring up to date the investigation on all 
hoodlums on which cases are pending; emphasize developing 
prosecutive potentials, and preparing material for utilization 
by the Grand Jury which will involveiin some instances additional 
interviews with these hoodlums. 


3. Milwaukee will do extensive investigation into background 

and activities of including checking bank 
accounts and Government service record, developing any pro- 
secutable violation involving 

or any other Federal violation such as income tax matters, | 

also attempt to develop any local or state I 
as well as exploring possibilities of his disbarment for 
unethical practices. 


4. Will interview JOHN C. RIZZO who by telephone stated that 
he would appear at the Milwaukee Office by appointment during 
the coming week. 


бз йл анымы —— РИИ 


absent from his home, 


6. Will continue to maintain close contact with а11 logical 
informants relative to this matter, 
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Rayon thé due process of law "i ubt 


1 Résllessness ith things as they are ds:  Kénoshans: riti 2. “om athe 
understandable їп а елей ‘such: as ће “knowledge: thatithe! Department t.of Justice 
present, ` | vi sand thé police and sheriff. departments: are 
| The community’ nas. on iis haiids: an-un: : working ің! concért toward: the ‘solution:o 
Solved 'abduction-murder' ОЁ a ‘reputable, : thé Anthony ‘Biernat; murder, and/also: toy 
| citizen, plús'a: report, of. another: kidnaping ` ward?the:solutlon: of: Ше: William (Covel 
Minked:tothe.first. 07 
i. "These. ‘circumstances, hardly’ ‘encourage . їз реши" vigorously. pursued iby: all‘Jaw.en: 
janything "роф а feeling ofpubli¢ alarm... - "forcement. agendées. , < 
. The. FBU has: absolutely, denied: the : rés: - | The community: ‘hase achieved consider: 

| port гас involved fa the second: Ыйар, ‘able. notoriety, ‘putone: must: consider: that 

"ing: and:quéstloning-of'a'Kenoshan., |". “һе heat’ $ on crime and‘corruption:in both 






."Cómmon sense tells us it is preposterdus’ “Milwaukee and Chicago and that-both these 
-that any law: enforcement agency. would. be ‘towns: like : nothing ‘better. than itO tswitch 


; behind such action.’ How far. does intimida., "the spotlight: to:Kenosha ^ . 
: tion ро іп айу court?;No places," .^ . ; :Pubyour. faith: inlaw.: ‘enforcement: cand 


! p "Mthe:second; kidnaping: ОВА, work: ^ due: process: :oftdàw, which і: уеге: be- 
^ of: a citizen: vigilante: group, : then, too, ‘the’ " longs«during ‘the’ long investigation: Which 


* due, processiof law-is defeated. . '" ж... ,jeould'so]ve:the;Blernat killing: : у 
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